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 “It’s All about Relationship – It’s All about Love” 

 

We all have favorite fairytales from when we were children –  

  stories of princesses and princes, of good and evil, of once-upon-a-time and happily-ever-after. 

 You know how such stories go: 

  something happens to the beautiful princess and she ends up being held captive – 

  maybe by a scary dragon or a witch’s magic potion or a wizard’s curse –  

  and then the handsome prince comes along, battles evil, and frees the princess, 

  and the princess says,  

   “What’s the matter with you?!  Why did you have to go and free me?  I was just fine where I was!” 
 

If the fairy tales ended like that, I think we would be terribly disappointed.   

 We want the happy ending!   

 The prince has proven his love for the princess –  

  he’s done everything in his power to set her free and give her the perfect life – 

   and we expect the princess to be eternally grateful to her brave and devoted lover. 

 We want the prince and princess to fall madly in love and live happily ever after. 
 

And no wonder we want a happy ending – it seems that God wants one, too.  

The story we read in Exodus starts out much like our fairy tales.   

 We don’t have a princess locked in a tower, but we do have the entire Hebrew people enslaved in Egypt. 

 We don’t have a dragon holding them prisoner, but we do have Pharaoh. 

 We don’t have a prince fighting the dragon,  

  but we do have God, sending plague after plague upon the Egyptians,  

  parting the sea so that the Hebrews could escape on dry ground,  

  and then letting the waters close back over the pursuing army.   

If the Exodus story was to end like a beloved fairy tale,  

 then the Hebrew people would be eternally grateful to God for all that God did to set them free, 

  and they would fall madly in love with God and live happily ever after. 
 

Except that’s not how the story reads.   

 Instead of the love scene at the end,  

  it appears the princess – in this case, the Hebrew people –  

   has simply wandered off and ignored their prince, their God. 

 Instead of the love scene, we have God reminding them,  

  “You saw for yourselves what I did…how I carried you…and brought you to myself….” 

 And then, later, God not only reminds them not only of what God did, but even of who God is: 

  “I AM YHWH who brought you out of the land of Egypt….” 
 

What a sad part of the story.   

 It makes me want to yell at the Hebrews and say,  

  “What’s wrong with you!  Don’t you realize what God has done for you?   

  Don’t you realize how awesome and powerful your God is? 

  Don’t you realize how totally and madly in love God is with you?” 
 

But what’s even sadder is that we are no different than the Hebrews. 

 How many things do we find ourselves complaining about? 

 How many times to we find ourselves wanting to go back to the past? 

 How many times do we run off after other things instead of committing our hearts to God? 



To me it’s serendipitous – a God-sighting –  

 that we have this reading on Trinity Sunday, 

  the day we talk about a God who is not just one, but three – 

   a God who is a community of persons, 

   a God whose three persons are as one. 

While we may not be able to explain the Trinity, we can be sure of one thing:  

 God is Love – and love cannot exist without relationship –  

  and if that’s the only thing the Trinity helps us to understand, it is enough. 

 Whether we are talking about the inner nature of a 3-in-1, 1-in-3 God,  

  or the outer nature of a God who passionately desires the love of God’s people, 

  or the reflection of God’s nature shown in the interconnectedness of all things, 

   it is clear that God is all about relationship – and all about love.   

 

You can’t have love without relationship, and so if God’s very essence is love,  

 then God must be more than a single, lone force –  

  God must be both Lover and Beloved, as well as the Love that connects them.  

   The persons of the Trinity have been called by many names –  

  Father/Son/Spirit, Creator/Redeemer/Sustainer, Life-Giver/Pain-Bearer/Love-Maker –  

  but perhaps Lover and Loved and Love get us closer to the truth. 

 

We believe in a God whose Love between Lover and Loved gave birth to all that is – 

 the ever-expanding Universe,  

 the super-clusters and galaxies and solar systems,  

 the sun and moon and stars,  

 the world and all that is in it.  

We believe in a God whose Love between Lover and Loved gave birth to humanity – 

 who gave us bodies – so that we might experience the thrill of physical life,  

 who gave us minds – so that we can learn and imagine and create, 

 who gave us hearts – so that we can feel and relate to others, 

 who gave us spirits – so that we can sense and discern that which is beyond our bodies, minds and hearts.  

We believe in a God whose Love between Lover and Loved pours out blessing upon blessing, 

 and who like the prince envisions and expects a happily-ever-after.   

 

God loves us.  God has saved us.  And God wants our love.  

Just like the Hebrews, we take God for granted, we forget to be grateful, and we wander off on our own. 

Just like the princess in my story,  

 we forget that this is a story that is supposed to end  

  with us falling deeply in love with the One who has saved us. 

Just like the princess, we turn away, leaving God standing at the altar alone. 

Just like the princess, we don’t understand that if we commit ourselves to this love relationship, 

 we will know a joy that will someday end in happily-ever-after.  

 

In one of those strange paradoxes of faith,  

 the complex doctrine of the Trinity is not really about doctrine at all –  

  it’s not about belief or intellectual assent or anything our minds can comprehend; 

 the doctrine of the Trinity is actually quite simple – 

  it’s about a God whose very nature is love, a God who loves us, and a God who desires our love.  

 

You are the beautiful princess and God is the handsome prince who has saved you. 

Now it’s time for you to fall in love with your lover and live in that love relationship. 

And as long as you continue in that relationship of love, you will know the joy of that happily-ever-after.  

Amen   


