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If you had been the high priest in the 1st century,  

  you would have been hard-pressed to find a lay leader more perfect than Saul. 

 He was from Tarsus, a city renowned for its university and one of the largest trade centers on the Mediterranean coast, 

 He was not only a Greek-speaking Roman citizen by birth, 

  he was from a devout Jewish family,  

   circumcised on the 8th day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,  

   and fluent in Hebrew, of course. 

 While he was still fairly young, he was sent to Jerusalem to receive his education  at the school of Gamaliel,  

   not only the best Jewish scholar and teacher of the day, but one of the most noted rabbis in history. 

  The Hillel school was noted for giving its students a balanced education,  

   which gave Paul broad exposure to classical literature, philosophy, and ethics. 

  He knew the ins and outs of Stoic philosophy as well as he knew the Law and the Prophets. 

 By his own boasting, he had supreme confidence in his worth and success, 

  as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  

He was the perfect member of the synagogue, the perfect religious lay person. 

 

The trouble was, Saul was primarily what spiral dynamic evolutionary theory  

 (as described in the book Weird Church) describes as a “blue” person. 

  A blue world view enforces a code of conduct  

   that produces stability, laws, and discipline with a healthy dose of guilt.    

  The positive side of the “blue” mindset is that it encourages the sacrifice of self in favor of a higher goal, 

   but on the negative side, tolerance and understanding are largely lacking. 

  Anytime we feel it unsafe or provocative to ask an honest, reasonable question about faith or the status quo, 

   it is likely we are encountering a “blue” worldview. 

  And when the status quo cannot be questioned, the capacity for flexibility is lost. 

  And when there is no flexibility, there is no place for the Spirit to breathe new life into people, 

   no way for the Spirit to infuse into the group the energy, the love, and the life that leads to transformation. 

 

Saul was so caught up in his “blue” worldview –  

 so rigid, so bound by rules and boundaries, so stuck in his box, so blind and deaf to the Spirit’s presence,  

  that he was unable to experience the energizing and invigorating spirit of love, and life, and God-essence. 

 

No mere whisperings of the Spirit could get through the mental and emotional and spiritual prison  

 that Paul’s fears had constructed around his mind and heart and soul.  

To get through those defenses would take the equivalent of an explosion.  

 

And so that’s what God provided.   

 In probably the most dramatic conversion story in the Bible, 

   a light from the sky suddenly flashed about him, so bright that he was struck blind. 

  As he fell to the ground in terror, a voice from heaven spoke directly and clearly to him. 

   instructing him to do as he was told.   

  He did, and for 3 days, in the home of a stranger,  

   he fasted and prayed as he tried to make sense of what had happened.   

  Finally, despite his physical blindness, God gave him an inner vision of hope, 

   and hope led to faith  

    and faith led to him opening himself completely to the gifts of the Spirit of the living God 

 

And then the Spirit did what the Spirit does:  cast out fear, so that love could fill Saul’s heart. 

 He was a new creation.    

 He was no longer Saul, persecutor of Christians, but Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ, God’s Love Incarnate 



On Thursday I performed a wedding and at that wedding I read one of Paul’s most inspired writings – 

 the song of love he wrote to the “blue-bound” church in Corinth. 

  In the 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians I could hear the echoes of Paul’s conversion. 

   He had the gift of communicating with people no matter what their background,   

     and back in his “blue” days he had used this gift to its fullest. 

    If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels,  

     but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  

   He had the benefit of a top-notch education in both religious and secular spheres, 

     and back in his “blue” days he had used all his intellectual powers to accomplish his goals. 

    2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,  

      and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains,  

     but do not have love, I am nothing.  

   He had been completely and totally committed to his faith, 

     and back in his “blue” days, he had always gone above and beyond every expectation. 

    3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,  

     but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

 

When Paul encountered Jesus Christ, he experienced the one thing that is essential in the life of faith:  transformation. 

You and I make that clear every week when we recite our Purpose Statement: 

  We are a community of Christian disciples, called by the Holy Spirit.   

  In response to God’s transforming love, we share our joy in praise and service. 

 That’s Salem’s way of proclaiming our Lutheran belief that it is the Spirit who 

   “calls, gathers, enlightens, sanctifies and keeps us united with Christ” 

  Yes, we are here because we have been called and gathered, 

   and because we, like Saul, need to be enlightened by the Spirit. 

  Being sanctified means being made holy –  

   which means we are empowered to let go of fear, and allow God to pour into us  

    God’s very Self, which is Energy, which is Life, which is Love – which is, according to Paul, 

   4  patient … [&] kind … not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude.  

   …[Love which] does not insist on its own way; …[&]is not irritable or resentful… 

   7…[Love which] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  [I Corinthians 13] 

 

We read today the story of Paul’s conversion, not as something which happened in the past,  

 not as a history lesson about some event that was important to some guy who lived 2000 years ago. 

We read today the story of Paul’s conversion,  

 because it tells us something important about who God is and what God wants and how God works.   

We read today the story of Paul’s conversion, because it points us to the future, and gives us hope. 

 The Spirit comes to us the way it came to Paul, to give us faith to step out of our “blue” world view, 

  with its emphasis on law and order and maintaining the status quo, 

  and into an unknown future. 

 The Spirit comes to us to open our minds and hearts and souls, 

  to help us grow in our tolerance and understanding of one another, 

  to help us accept those who are different from us  

   and see those differences as God’s gift to our congregation, 

  to help us to welcome questions, to listen first, and to always speak the truth in love. 

 And most of all, the Spirit comes to us to cast out fear, and to fill us with divine love, 

  a love that is sensitive to the feelings of others,  

  a love that is inclusive,  

  a love that advocates for equality,  

  a love that offers reconciliation, 

  a love that builds consensus. 

 

My prayer for each of us individually and for all of us collectively this day is this: 

 May the Spirit that transformed Paul’s life, transform ours, 

  casting out every last bit of our fear, 

  and infusing our hearts with the Divine Energy of Love:  Life in all its abundance.  Amen 


