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 “Two Kingdoms” 
 

It was at a bishop’s convocation many years ago. 

 A colleague and I were taking a walk, enjoying the bright chill of a crisp autumn day. 

 I was a part-time pastor of youth ministry; he was an assistant pastor, who also did youth ministry – 

  which was how we had gotten to know each other.   

 He had asked me if I wanted to take a walk, and sensing he wanted to talk, I agreed. 

 I’d been right.  He did have something on his mind.  Something big.   

He said that he suspected that one of the kids in his youth group was being abused at home,  

 emotionally, and perhaps even physically, and he was at a loss as to what to do about it.   

“You know we’re mandated to report any suspected child abuse, right?”  I asked. 

He stopped walking.  “Of course I know that”, he said, “but that’s just it….    

 I don’t have any proof.  I don’t even have anything hard on which to base my suspicions. 

 It’s just this feeling I have that something isn’t right.” 

“That’s all?” I asked.  “Just a feeling?” 

“Well, there’s his acting out,  

     there are a few things that he’s said that could be taken at face value or might be hints he’s trying to give me, 

  and there’s the way he looks at me sometimes as if he’s silently asking for help.   

  Not much to base suspicion on, I guess.” 

“Have you asked the senior pastor about it?”  I questioned.  

“Yeh.  And he basically told me it was all in my imagination.   

 He reminded me the boy’s dad is on the council & his mother is one of the most active people in the church.   

 And that’s there no way they would abuse their son.  He told me to drop it.” 

“Are you going to?”   

“I don’t know.  There are 101 reasons not to report it –  

 I might be wrong, and even if I were right, they might end up taking it out on the boy,  

  and it would destroy the church, and I’d probably end up losing my job.” 

“So are you going to?”   

“I just don’t know.”  he said. 
 

Sometimes it’s so hard to know what’s right.  And even when we know what’s right, it’s hard to do it.   
 

Listen to these lines from today’s gospel: 
1…Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged….  4Pilate …said … ‘… I find no case against him’….   

6When the chief priests and … police … shouted, "Crucify him!  …’  Pilate said ‘…I find no case against him’.  
7The Jews answered him, ‘… he has claimed to be the Son of God’. 
8Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever….   
10Pilate … said to … [Jesus], ‘…  Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?’ 
11Jesus answered him, ‘You … have no power over me … [except that] given you from above….’   
12From then on Pilate tried to release him,  

but the Jews cried out, ‘If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.   

Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.’… 
16Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.” 
 

It’s obvious that Pilate has absolutely no wish to crucify Jesus.   

Time and again he says, “I find no case against him.”   

And time and again, he tries to release him. 

But the pressure of the people is too much.  He gives in. 



We all know what it’s like to be driven to silence. 

Perhaps someone has told an ethnic or racial joke and the crowd has laughed.   

 We know it was wrong, but we don’t say anything. 

Perhaps we’ve been in a meeting at work when the boss has delivered an unfair verbal attack on a colleague  

 and we’ve sat there in silence, too intimidated by the bully boss to defend our friend. 

Perhaps we’ve been in a situation where one person is complaining about a second person to a third person. 

 We know that triangulation isn’t healthy, but we allow it to continue. 

Perhaps we’re out at a bar with friends and we’ve had our last drink, but everyone pressures us to have another and we do. 

Perhaps we’re uncomfortable with a decision our team has made,  

 but rather than speak our minds, we sit back so we don’t rock the boat. 

 

So why is it that we allow ourselves to be talked into doing the wrong thing or talked out of doing the right thing? 

Why is it that we sit by silently when the right thing to do is to speak up? 

 

It’s so interesting that while this whole scene between Jesus and Pilate is playing out, 

 the conversation between Pilate and the crowds is about kingship.    
2And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe.  3 … 

saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face…. 12…Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried 

out, "If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.  Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself 

against the emperor."  13…Pilate 14… said to the Jews, "Here is your King!"  15They cried out, "Away with him!  …  

Crucify him!"  Pilate asked them, "Shall I crucify your King?"  The chief priests answered, "We have no king but 

the emperor".   
 

What Jesus has already made clear to Pilate is that there are two kingdoms –  

 the kingdom which Pilate represents and Jesus’s kingdom. 

Jesus did not mean that there is an earthly kingdom now and there will be a heavenly kingdom in the future. 

 What Jesus meant was that there are two kingdoms right here and right now.  

We enter those two kingdoms by two different paths –  

 the path of fear is the one that leads to the earthly kingdom;  

 the path of faith is the one that leads to the kingdom of God. 
 

Pilate knew what was right, and he stood up for it – not once, not twice, but multiple times. 

 But as Karl said in our weekly email blast, the crowd kept pushing his buttons.   
6…the chief priests and …police … shouted, "Crucify him!  Crucify him!" …  7The Jews answered, "… he must die 

as he has claimed to be the Son of God"….   8Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than 

ever…. 12…Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried, "If you release this man, you are no friend of the 

emperor.  Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor." 

My friend knew what he was supposed to do, but his senior pastor had pushed all his buttons until he acquiesced. 

We, also, are too often pushed or pulled away from what we know is right. 

 

Instead of staying on the road of faith, we get sidetracked on the road of fear.   

Peer pressure sometimes seems too strong to resist. 

But we do have one weapon against fear – and that is faith, faith in the power from on high.   
 

At our Forward Leadership event last week, we were reminded that if we don’t talk it out, we’ll act it out, 

 and we were encouraged to think about a crucial conversation we had been avoiding,  

  to plan it out, and to commit to having it.   
 And then Kim reminded us that before we have it, we should pray –  

  pray for courage to speak the truth, pray for wisdom to speak with love,  

   and pray for Christ to be with us in our conversation.   

I followed her advice.  And Christ was there.   

 And because I was able to speak the truth in love, the relationship didn’t break, but grew stronger.   
 

Does that mean I can’t wait for the next crucial conversation?  or that I’ll never find myself on the path of fear again? 

 Of course not.   

But it does serve to remind me that when we let go of fear, and take the leap of faith,  

 we find ourselves being caught by Jesus who is always there waiting for us in that kingdom of God – 

  a kingdom of light that is filled with faith, and truth, and courage, and hope, and peace, and love, and joy.  Amen 


