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John 9: 1-41  

A Blind man Receives His Sight 

 

As they entered the town “His disciples asked him  ”Rabbi, who sinned, this  man 

or his parents that he was born blind?”  The traditional thought process at that 

time was that of cause and effect.  Obviously, the man’s having been born blind 

was due to someone having sinned.       

 

As usual, Jesus’ answer both surprised people and challenged the establishment 

thinking.  “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 

God’s works might be revealed in him.”  Jesus then went on to foretell his own 

future, “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 

coming when no one can work.  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.” 

“…he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 

the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam.””  

And that’s all we hear about Jesus until the end of the story.  The main body of 

the story revolves around a man who was born blind and had his sight restored. 

Word quickly spread through town, even without Snapchat, Twitter & Facebook.  

People could not comprehend the event that had just occurred.  “Is this not the 

man who used to sit & beg?”  Some said yes, others said no.  But the man said “I 

am the man,” and repeated the story of his meeting with Jesus. 

Soon, the incident was brought to the attention of the Pharisees. The formerly 

blind man recounted his amazing transformation. In what seems very much like 

today’s Congressional hearings, questions were asked, answers were given but 

not listened to because they were not the answers that the Pharisees wanted.  

The big hurdle for the Pharisees was that Jesus had restored the man’s sight on 

the Sabbath.  That would make Jesus a sinner, but how could a sinner heal the 



sick?  More “witnesses” were called.  They again asked the man “What do you 

say?  It was your eyes he opened?”  The man replied “He is a Prophet.”   

More witnesses, the man’s parents. “Is this your son who was born blind?”  

Knowing that anyone confessing that Jesus was the Messiah would be tossed out 

of the Synagogue, his parents said “he is our son and he was born blind.”  But he 

is of age, so go ask him, we’re not going to get involved in this one!   

More witnesses, bring the formerly blind man back.  Pharisees, referring to Jesus, 

“We know this man is a sinner.”  Man “I don’t know or care. I was blind, now I 

see.” And again he recounts his story.  He then tells the Pharisees “We know that 

God does not listen to sinners but he does listen to one who worships him and 

obeys his will… If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 

They answered “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 

And then they drove him out. You can almost hear the door slam behind him. 

Jesus now comes back into the story telling the man who he is, the Son of Man, 

and saying “I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see 

may see and those who do see may become blind.”  

Jesus is clearly not talking about physical sight, but a spiritual awakening.  

Throughout this story, we find the man repeatedly challenged and rejected by 

neighbors, authority (the Pharisees) and even family (he’s of age, talk to him).  

Why?  He did nothing except to start seeing for the first time in his life!  Well 

maybe a bit more than that.  Yes, he was able to see, but he also began to speak 

about the event and the one who healed him. 

 

Each time he tells the story, it shows a growing faith & spiritual awakening.  To his 

neighbors, “I washed my eyes and now I see.”  On his first interrogation by the 

Pharisees, he adds “He is a Prophet.”  During his second interrogation he says “If 

this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” You can begin to feel his 

growing faith.   Finally, in speaking with Jesus he says “Lord, I believe.”    Wouldn’t 

it be great if we could feel that way?    

Remember Jesus’ answer to “Who sinned?” “He was born blind so that God’s 

works might be revealed in him.” What might God’s works be?  Are we looking at 



the restoration of a man’s eyesight by spit & mud as a work of God or is this just a 

vehicle to carry the deeper message of faith?  Are we not seeing God’s works 

being revealed as the formerly blind man retells his story as both a repetition of 

events and a growing faith?  Faith is a slow and challenging growth process.   

 

What one does with the ability to help others see can have a significant impact 

upon the lives of others. If we fast forward about 1900 years or so, we find a 

gentleman in London who has lost his way because he cannot see through the 

fog.  A young man leads him to his destination and refuses a tip saying that he is a 

Scout and is only doing his daily good turn.  The gentleman, William Boyce, was so 

impressed by the young man that he brought the Scouting program to the US and 

founded Boy Scouts of America on 2/8/1910.  Boy Scouts of America is an 

organization that has provided youth development programs to millions of young 

men (& now women) over the past 117 years.  Today we continue to strive to 

guide young people to become involved in their communities as leaders with 

compassion, integrity and faith. 

We would like to thank the entire Salem family for their support of Boy Scout 

Troop 103 and our brand new Cub Scout Pack 103.  It is through your support that 

we can continue our mission of reaching out to the youth of our community. 

 

Gracious Lord, help us to see the light of Jesus in each other. 

 

Amen  

 

 


