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John 2:1-11 Salem, Bridgeport 

“Love and Power (and Obedience)” 

 

I love the season of Epiphany for it simply glows with the celebration and wonder of who Jesus is –  

 revealed first at his baptism,  

 then at the wedding at Cana,  

 and on the last Sunday of the season, at his transfiguration.  
 

The story of the wedding at Cana is unique to the gospel of John.   

 Mark begins the story of Jesus’ ministry with the high drama of an exorcism; 

 Matthew’s story is just as dramatic with Jesus’ first sermon in his hometown ending in rejection; 

 and Luke spends chapters outlining the basic tenets of Jesus’ teaching in the sermon on the mount.   

These activities of preaching, teaching and healing are the kind of things one would expect of an itinerant rabbi. 
 

But John begins in a wholly different way –  

 at an ordinary wedding where Jesus simply happened to be,  

 where the problem was not a life or death issue, but merely one of social awkwardness, 

 and at a time when Jesus had not yet decided to begin his ministry. 
 

I love the humor in this passage.   

 You can just imagine Jesus sitting there with his buddies, enjoying himself,  

  when his mother comes over, taps him on the shoulder, and states, “They’ve no more wine”. 

 I’m sure there have been times when all of us have been interrupted by our mothers 

  and asked to do something (in front of our friends!), that we really don’t want to do.   

 Sometimes we may be happy to help; often we may grudgingly oblige,  

  and at other times we may, like Jesus, be a little less than polite.   

 At which point, you can imagine Mary giving her son “the look” –  

  and when she’s sure he’s understood her meaning,  

   turning to the nearest servant and instructing them, “Do whatever he tells you”,  

    before leaving him to do as she has asked and returning to her friends. 

Then Jesus looks over at the six 25-gallon purification jars,  

 tells the servants to fill them with water,  and take a cup of it to the steward,  

  and voila!  the wedding feast is now overflowing with gallons and gallons of the best wine imaginable! 

 

This remarkable story is why I am here – because it witnesses to the core of my faith. 

Let me explain.   

There are 3 important facets of this first of Jesus’ signs. 
 

The first comes in the very ordinariness of the need.   

 Often I’ve heard people talk about something in their life that bothers them,  

  and when I suggest they take it to God, they respond that it’s really not that important. 

   It’s too small a matter to bother God with!  God’s got more important things to deal with! 

  I’ve even heard some of my clergy colleagues say such things. 

 But I don’t believe that for an instant – because I believe the God who knows each hair on my head, 

  cares about every single thing in my life, no matter how trivial.   

   And if something is bothering me, then it is worth taking to God. 

 And our story today confirms that belief. 

  In fact, it’s not even the couple, or the couple’s parents, or the wine steward, who come to Jesus – 

   it’s just a guest at a party (who happens to be his mother) who sees a need and takes it to him. 

 Mary knows that God’s love is so vast that there is nothing too small for it to touch. 

In fact, it’s in God’s concern for the smallest detail in our lives, that the depth of God’s love is shown. 



The second facet of this sign of Jesus  

  is in the overwhelmingly huge response he makes to such an admittedly small need. 

 Jesus could have made some ordinary table wine, not this connoisseur’s delectable delight! 

 And Jesus could have made a few bottles, not 150 gallons of the stuff! 

But no, Jesus is all about abundance, an abundance that flows naturally from God’s awesome power. 
 

These first 2 facets of this sign – God’s love and God’s power – are to me the heart and soul of my faith –  

 that because of God’s power and because of God’s love, I can put all my trust in God above. 
 

But there’s a third facet of this sign that is also crucial – and that facet is obedience. 

 For this miracle to happen, Mary had to trust that Jesus was indeed the son God had promised her, 

  and obey her inner sense that it was time for Jesus to act, even if he didn’t sense it himself; 

 for this miracle to happen, Jesus had to obey his mother; 

 and for this miracle to happen, the servants had to obey them both. 
 

God’s love and God’s power are always there for us, but we only access them through obedience. 

In other words we can’t pray for God’s advice,  

 and then when God gives it, ignore it,  

  and expect things to work out. 

Rather, after we ask, we need to listen and obey,  

 and then trust that God has both the power and the love to meet our need, however large or however small.  
 

That’s been my message since I came here to Salem 7 years ago. 

 That first year the budget deficit was tens of thousands of dollars  

  and I was told over and over that we only had enough money to last 5 more years. 

   I replied,  

  “If we do what God calls us to do, then I believe God will give us the resources to keep on doing it”. 

 A few months later I was told the situation was even more dire:  

  the budget deficit was going to be an additional $30,000. 

 I repeated my statement of faith. 

 And just 2 days later, a church called and asked for space, and said they were willing to pay us –  

  you guessed it!  $30,000! 

 Every year since, we’ve had a budget deficit of tens of thousands of dollars,  

  but as we keep doing what God calls us to do –  

   providing worship opportunities to praise God,  

   and educational opportunities to learn about God, 

   and service opportunities to provide ministry to those in need, 

  somehow the budget deficit is made up and the endowment has miraculously remained intact. 
 

That’s a huge miracle, but there are tons of other miracles of all sizes that happen here all the time – 

 moments when someone brings an ordinary need to Jesus  

  and Jesus provides an abundant response to that need.    

Here at Salem, you see, we are at the wedding feast, the foretaste of the feast to come, 

 and no matter what the need, Jesus is here, the embodiment of God’s power and love, 

  ready not only to meet the need, but to do so with an unimaginable abundance of grace. 

 Most of the time, most of us guests may not even be aware that the miracle has taken place, 

  but every once in a while, we find ourselves in the place of the servants or the wine-steward, 

   and we are simply overcome with amazement. 
 

Here at Salem we live out this miracle at Cana day in and day out.  And we are witnesses to who Jesus is. 

 

You and I know an amazing God – a God of unfathomable power and unlimited love. 

If we continue to “do what Jesus says”, than we can continue to experience the miracle at Cana 

 as Jesus takes our ordinary lives and makes them overflow with exquisite and abundant joy.  Amen  

 


