
 

 
Now 

is    the 

time to begin 

preparations for 

the Celebration of 

Christmas.  Preparation 

takes place during the four 

week season of Advent which 

begins this Sunday, December 3rd. 

Each week during the Advent Season we 

light a candle on our Advent Wreath and as 

the circle of Light grows brighter we approach the 

birth of Jesus.  In the early church, December 25th was 

thought to be the shortest day of the year – the day where 

sunlight was minimal.  It is on the “darkest” day that the Light 

of the World was born.  Jesus is the light that casts out the darkness 

of Sin.  Please join us in worship each week as we prepare our hearts for the  

birth of  

our Savior 

and plan to  

Celebrate Christmas with your Salem Family 

Pastor Marjo 
  
 

December 2017 

We are a community of Christian disciples called by the Holy Spirit.  

In response to God’s transforming love, we share our JOY through praise and service. 

SPIRIT 
the 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Reconciling in Christ   

(RIC) Congregation 

 



SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3160 Park Avenue 

Bridgeport, Connecticut  06604 
Phone (203) 336-3300    Fax (203) 336-8813 

Website -  www.salembridgeport.org 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/SalemBridgeport/ 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
Worship Services 

9:30am  Traditional Worship 
4:30pm  Dinner Church 

 
 

Salem’s Staff 
 

The Rev. Marjo Anderson, Pastor 
Cell Phone (203) 982-3441 
marjoanderson@aol.com 

 

Elizabeth Frohrip, Deacon 
Home Phone (203) 683-7460 
salemaim123@sbcglobal.net 

(on disability leave) 
 

Mark Adamy, Music Director 
 

 Karl Kraft, Office Manager 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300 
salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

 
Jennifer Reyes, Sexton 

Pablo, Cruz, Sexton 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300, ext. 10 

Frank Dukenski (President)  268-0520 

Ray Lansing (Vice-President)  502-8222 

Tracey Wilkins (Secretary)  545-6267 

Lauren Nordvall (Treasurer) Finance 261-4745 

Katie Adams   383-9251 

Ray Anderson  259-0931 

Liz Bales  283-0534 

Judy Goldbecker  372-1903 

Nancy Headford  870-9920 

Richard Kenyon Finance 372-2048 

Steve Kuczo Property 384-8226 

Bill Winter  877-7300 

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month 

unless otherwise noted in the monthly calendar. 

 

Next deadline date is December 15th for the  

January issue! 

 

Email submissions to 

salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNTIES 

 Salem Food Pantry 

 Council of Churches Programs 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Community Suppers 

 Youth Workcamps 

 Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts 

 12-Step Groups 

 CROP Walk 

Have you checked your Salem mailbox lately?   

 

Mailboxes are arranged alphabetically in the hallway 

outside the lounge. If you haven’t picked up your 

pledge card yet, it is now in your mailbox.  When 

you fill it out, you can put it in the box in the narthex 

or in the offering plate.  If you picked it up but mis-

placed it, blank pledge cards are available next to 

the pledge box in the narthex.  Or you can email 

your pledge to the church office.  Pledgers will re-

ceive a Reformation 500 magnet.  



Community Room 

 Sun 6:45  SLAA  

 Mon 7:30  Boy Scouts 

 Tue 7:00  STEP 

  

  December 2017 

Salem Lutheran Church 

BHoW - Bridgeport House 
of Worship 
 
CPC - Christ Presbyterian 
Church 



SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

December, 2017 

 Dec 17 Dec 24 
9:30 

Dec 24 
7:30 

Dec 31 Dec 10 Dec 3 

Assisting 
Minister 

Anita Papp      

Lector/
Communion 

Minister 
Sandra Brown     Esteban Sebourne 

Altar 
Prep Team 

Anita Papp 
Cindy Roberts 

Anita Papp 
Cindy Roberts 

 
Bob Reichelt 
Chris Wolff 

Jean Larson 
Diane Tomasko 

Jean Larson 
Diane Tomasko 

Ushers 
Ray & Eileen 

Anderson 
Tom Larson 

Ashley,  
Samantha, Jon, 

and Paul 
Baronavski 

Joe Bales 
John Bryk 

Rich & Carol 
Lansing 

Joe Bales 
John Bryk 

Flowers 
Given By 

Murphy 
Family 

Cindy 
Roberts 

  
Joe & Liz 

Bales 
Goldbecker 

Family 

Coffee Hour       

Tellers 
Rich Kenyon 
Katie Adams 

Rich Kenyon 
Lauren Nordvall 

 
Ray Lansing 
Steve Kuczo 

Tracey Wilkins 
Bill Winter 

Nancy Headford 
Jean Larson 

 

You can now signup in the Narthex for 

Sunday morning  Worship Assistants. 

You can signup to be the Assisting Min-

ister,  or Lector/Communion Minister. 
Coffee hour hosts are needed for December and after.  
PLEASE contact Linda Bryk to secure a date for cof-
fee hour.  Coffee hour is a wonderful tradition at Sa-
lem.  It gives all of us a chance for fellowship among 
our members.  Thank you for your continued support.  
Contact Linda at (203) 268-8008, or email her at 
momryk@yahoo.com.   

mailto:momryk@yahoo.com


The following people have asked for 

healing, help, guidance or comfort.  

 

Joan B 
Marge S 

Barbara B 
Sam B 
Erick D 
Grace D 

Hannah & Joseph 
Bob H 

Dennis H 
Sylvitha 

Jay 
Jinny L 
Mike R 
Jane M 
Jana B 

Maurena W 
William S 

Daphne B 
Peter K 

Bobby W 
Anna 

Barbara  
James S 
Sarah R 

Brooks A 
Angie 
Liz F. 

Please contact Linda Bryk to set a 

date for coffee hour for future open 

dates. 

 (203)268-8008  

momryk@yahoo.com 

Dec 3  

Dec 10  

Dec 17  

Dec 24  

Dec 31  

Bruce Tomasko .................................................. 1 
Ella Kenyon ....................................................... 2 
Sue Chrien ......................................................... 3 
Elijah Caragol .................................................... 4 
Ronald Clough ................................................... 4 
Barbara Howard ................................................. 7 
Ashley Baronavski ............................................. 8 
Dale Danowski ................................................... 8 
Landon Jawarski .............................................. 13 
Susan Murphy.................................................. 15 
Natalie Kenyon ................................................ 16 
Nancy Headford ............................................... 19 
Joseph Roberts ................................................ 21 
Katherine Pytleski ............................................ 22 
James McWain ................................................ 23 
Priscilla Schulz ................................................. 29 
Denise Bukovan ............................................... 29 
Raymond Anderson ......................................... 31 

Birthdays 



         UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS 

Sunday, Dec 3 Advent 1; Worship 9:30; Coffee Hour 10:30; Adult Forum 

10:45; Dinner Church 4:30 

Tuesday, Dec 5 Book Club 12:00; Talk Tuesday Bible Study 7:30 

Wednesday, Dec 6 Bible Study 9:30 

Thursday, Dec 7 Choir 7:30 

Saturday, Dec 9 Men’s Breakfast 8:00 

Sunday, Dec 10 Advent 2; Blood Pressure Screening; Worship 9:30; Coffee 

Hour 10:30; Adult Forum 10:45; Dinner Church 4:30 

Monday, Dec 11 Social Ministry 6:30; Finance 6:30; Executive 7:30 

Tuesday, Dec 12 Talk Tuesday Beer/Bar Theology 7:30 at Brewport, 225 South 
Frontage Rd, Bridgeport 

Wednesday, Dec 13 Bible Study 9:30 

Thursday, Dec 14 Food Pantry 4:00; Choir 7:30 

Saturday, Dec 16 Inner View Chat n Chew 11:00 at Salem 

Sunday, Dec 17 Advent 3; Worship 9:30; Coffee Hour 10:30; Adult Forum 

10:45; Dinner Church 4:30 

Monday, Dec 18 Council 7:30 

Wednesday, Dec 20 Bible Study 9:30 

Thursday, Dec 21 Choir 7:30 

Sunday, Dec 24 Advent 4; Worship 9:30; Coffee Hour 10:30; Adult Forum 

10:45; Christmas Eve Service 7:30 

Monday, Dec 25 Christmas Day; Office Closed 

Wednesday, Dec 27 Bible Study 7:30 

Thursday, Dec 28 Food Pantry 4:00; Choir 7:30 

Sunday, Dec 31 Christmas 1; Worship 9:30; Coffee Hour 10:30; Adult Forum 

10:45;  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Dec 10 

2017 
 Blood Pressure 
Screening Dates 

SALEM BOOK CLUB 
 

For October the group read "Bryson City Tales" by Walt Larimore. The book be discussed on No-
vember 7th in the Lounge at noon.  In November we will be reading "The Resi-
dence - Inside the private world of the White House” by Kate Andersen Brow-
er. This book will be discussed on Tues. Dec. 5th at noon in the lounge. Guests 
welcome; bring your lunch!  



The clothes and treats are packaged in gift bags for 

seafarers out of the New Haven port. 

 

The gift bags are given to the sailors who are 

at sea during Christmas.  

 

If you have any questions, 

contact Carol Lansing (203) 367-5040 



TWO TALK TUESDAYS! 
(Bible, Beer, and Beyond!) 

 

 
Talk Tuesdays continue from 7:30-9:00 most Tuesdays. 

 

The theme this month is GRACE. 

 

December 5
th 

BIBLE STUDY–7:30-9:00, Salem Lounge 

 THEME:  GRACE! 
 we’ll look at one of the most disreputable characters in the Bible!   

 

December 12
th 

BEER & BAR THEOLOGY–7:30-9:00, Brewport, 225 S Frontage Rd  

 THEME:  GRACE! 
 we’ll talk about God’s response to our human failings.   

 

Beer and Bar Theology is the perfect place  

to bring a family member, friend, or neighbor. 

College Students and First-Time Guests, and those who bring them, eat and drink free! 

 

If you want to check out the menu, go to  https://brewportct.com/ 

 

December 19
th

 – NO TALK TUESDAY 

 

December 26
th

 – NO TALK TUESDAY 

 

January 2
nd

 – NO TALK TUESDAY 

 

January 9
th

 – TALK TUESDAYS RESUME 

 

If you are planning on participating,  

please let Pastor Marjo know. 

 

You can text her – or call and leave a message – at 203-982-3441  

or email her at marjoanderson@aol.com  

noting “Talk Tuesdays” in the subject line.   

That way, if there are any changes in time or place, she can let you know.           
 

   



We Are Grateful 
Food Pantry  
 Joe & Liz Bales, Nancy & Dom D’Andrea, Barbara Howard, 
 Susan Murphy 
 
Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 Al & Dot DeWalt, Rich & Carol Lansing 
 
Youth Fund 
 Marjo Anderson, Paul & Bonnie Baronavski, Al & Dot DeWalt, 
 Nancy & Dom D’Andrea, Lisa Goldbecker, Rich & Carol 
 Lansing, Tom & Jean Larson, Keith Murphy, Bruce & Diane 
 Tomasko 

Dear God…. 
Inspire your children everywhere to love their neighbor 

Help us to keep centered on what is the most important, which is to have everyone be fed 

Please get all the world leaders together to work towards reconciliation 

Please continue to be with all those with health issues 

I thank you for waking up every morning 

Keep touching lives to know and feel your presence helping to feed the ones that belong to you 

Pray for all men and women who serve in the armed forces through out the world 

Let us all give thanks for what we have 

Thank you for all the ways you have blessed and provided for us and shown us your mercy 

We pray for those going through uncertain change in their lives 

Be with those that are in need of food, clothing, and shelter 

Please be with all the people suffering after hurricanes, earthquakes, shootings, and fires 

Praying for kindness to all of you creatures 

 



Food Pantry News 
Thanks to our ShopRite relationship, owner and operator Harry Garafalo donated another large refrigerator 

to Salem.  It arrived in early November and made its way into the church thanks to those attending the 

Men’s Breakfast.  It was moved into place the Friday after Thanksgiving. This unit will replace the 60  plus 

year old unit in the kitchen.  Thanks Sir Harry and ShopRite Stratford.   

What does the pantry do with $36.00?  Well, today we picked up nearly 1700 pounds 
of food at the Food Bank!  That consisted of 480 cans of peas, 48 boxes of raisins, 
48 boxes of spaghetti, a 50 pound bag of turnips, a 50 pound bag of beets, 48 cans 
each of sliced peaches and pears, 200 pounds of rice, 24 large bottles of sparkling 
water, and 80 containers of shampoo.  That was a good buy!  We’re not always so 
fortunate.  Sometimes we buy products like 80 one pound packages of fish for 
around $100.00.  For the first eleven months or 2017 we have purchased 112,999 
pounds of food from the Food Bank for just $4546.85.  Not bad! 
 
So you can clearly see that we are able to effectively obtain food with your generous 
financial contributions.  For that we say “THANK YOU” and hope you’ll remember the 
pantry during this holiday season.   



We all want to stay healthy for the holidays. Did you know that 
Christmas trees and decorations can cause an allergic reaction? 
The culprits are mold and dust. So, do I have a cold, sinusitis or an 
allergy? 
 
Colds, sinusitis and allergies may start with similar symptoms. 
Colds and sinusitis are infections caused from a virus or bacteria.  
Cold symptoms go away quicker even without treatment. Without 
treatment, sinusitis and allergies will continue to bother you. 
 
A cold is caused by any one of the many viruses.  Cold symptoms 
can be nasal stuffiness, sneezing, runny nose, and sore throat.  
Usually only infants and toddlers have an elevated temperature 
with a cold. Other symptoms such as headache, cough, post-nasal 
drip, burning eyes, muscle aches, or a decreased appetite may accompany a cold.  If your symptoms last 
longer than 7 – 10 days, you may have a sinus infection or allergies. 
 
Acute sinusitis occurs when bacteria infect the sinus cavities. Pollutants, allergies, or a cold cause the si-
nuses to become inflamed and unable to drain.  This can lead to congestion and infection. Chronic sinusi-
tis is when you have frequent sinusitis or when the infection lasts three months or more.  If you suspect 
you have sinusitis, you need to see a doctor for you may need an antibiotic. 
 
Allergies are caused from your body overreacting to common substances such as pollens, food, mold, 
Christmas trees, decorations, dust, feathers, animal dander, and chemicals. Allergy symptoms can be 
itchy, watery eyes, nasal and sinus congestion, headaches, sneezing, scratchy throat, hives, or shortness 
of breath. Try to avoid your allergy triggers and avoid smoking. 
 
Symptoms of a cold or an allergy may be relieved by over-the-counter and prescription medications. Your 
doctor may recommend antihistamines, decongestants, pain relievers or nasal sprays and to drink plenty 
of water. 

Do I have a Cold, Sinusitis, or an Allergy? 



Pastor Marjo’s Notes on the 2017 New England Synod Assembly – Part 4 
 
Workshop:  Forward Leadership Community:  Getting Unstuck (Friday evening) 
 
Presenters:   
 
The Rev. Sara Anderson, Associate to the Bishop with responsibility for most of MA and RI.  
She is passionate about transformative ministry  
related to Leadership Development, Faith Formation, and Conflict Mediation. 
 
Kim Bergstrand, Associate to the Bishop for Mission,  
works with the synod’s 12 New Mission Developments and co-facilitates Forward Leadership Community.   
 
If your congregation stuck, if your members seem tired and less engaged, if the way that you’ve “always done it” 
not doing “it” anymore, you’re not alone!   
They don’t have an easy quick fix or secret recipe for success, but they do have a great learning model for congre-
gations who want to become a healthier and more vital faith community.   
Forward Leadership equips clergy and lay leaders to work together as a team  
to assess congregational strengths/weaknesses, identify adaptive changes, address challenges & map out goals.  
This work is done collaboratively with other teams who share their experiences and strategies.   
They gave us a quick congregational vitality check-up, which indicated that if we want to move toward becoming a 
stronger missional presence in our community, we should participate in this, this year! 
 
To move from Stuck to Un-Stuck, requires a shift from a Maintenance mentality to a Mission mentality! 
 
What century are you living in? 
20st Century   21st Century 
Curriculum   Projects 
Time-Slotted   On Demand 
One size Fits All  Personalized 
Competitive   Collaborative 
Classroom Groups  Global Community 
Text-based    Web-based 
Summative Tests  Formal Evaluations - ms 
Learning for School Learning for Life 
 
Have we changed the way we think and act?  Or do we keep thinking and acting in the same ways? 
 
A Paradigm Shift is needed in the Church Today 
 – a change from one way of thinking to another – from church as noun to church as verb 
 
Old           New 
*Church is a place where people go    * Church is a way of life 
* Congregation is focused on members    * Congregation is focused on mission field 
* Ministry is about programs     * Ministry is about vocation 
* Outreach is doing nice things for people   * Outreach is service, advocacy and building relationships 
* Evangelism is about getting new members   * Evangelism is about sharing our faith stories 
* Worship is about fulfilling religious obligations  * Worship is the “work of the people”-diverse & contex-
tual 
* Christian Ed is about learning Bible & doctrine  * Christian Ed is about making disciples and faith practic-
es 
* Congregational Life is coffee hour and potlucks  * Congregational Life is hospitality, service, & prayer 
* Stewardship is the same as finance    * Stewardship is about all of the resources God’s given us 
* Lay leaders serve out of duty,      * Lay Leaders serve in various capacities  
 roles defined by committee structure    in accordance with their unique gifts 
* Pastor does everything and is in charge   * Pastor and lay leaders work together 
* Decisions are top down     * Decisions are participatory, transparent and inclusive 
 



 
From Old to New, where are you???   
 
Change Ahead! 
 
When is the right time to start making the shift?  The time is NOW! 
 
Congregational Vitality – Quick Check 
 Thriving  
 Maintaining 
 Vital but not sustainable 
 Sustainable but not vital 
 Declining 
 Struggling 
 
Church Assessment Tool (CAT) 
 Healthy CATS show: 
  Vital Worship 
  Lifelong Learning 
  Spiritual Formation that fits complex lifestyles 
  Open leadership system 
  Quality relationships 
  Flexibility 
 Healthy Congregations are ones where: 
  People want to get involved 
  There is exceptional worship 
  People who feel called to ministry can develop their gifts 
  There is genuine interest in knowing what people are thinking 
  Conflict is dealt with in a constructive manner 
 
 
Technical Problems 
 1. Easy to identify. 
 2. Often lend themselves to quick and easy (cut & dried) solutions 
 3. Often can be solved by an authority or expert 
 4. Require change in just one or a few places; often contained within organizational boundaries 
 5. People are generally receptive to technical solutions 
 6. Solutions can often be implemented quickly – even by edict 
 7. Focus on making established practices better. 
 
Adaptive Challenges 
 1. Difficult to identify (easy to deny) 
 2. Require changes in values, beliefs, roles, relationships, and approaches to work 
 3. People with the problem do the work of solving it 
 4. Require change in numerous places, usually across organizational boundaries 
 5. People often resist even acknowledging adaptive challenges 
 6. “Solutions” require experiments and new discoveries;  
  they can take a long time to implement and cannot be implemented by edict 
 7. Move beyond practices to context.   
  Why are we doing what we are doing?  What has changed in our community? 
 



The Bible through Art and Artifact I (2017) 
 

Thursday our theme was “People, Power, and Politics”, we looked at I Kings 11 and II Kings 9-10 &16-20, read 
a related article, “Objectives and Consequences of the Neo-Assyrian Imperial Exercise”, and then visited the 
Yale Babylonian Collection at Yale’s Sterling Memorial Library where we viewed artifacts from the ancient Near 
East) 
 

We discussed much about Writing in the Ancient World: 
* The book "In the Age of Goddesses" posits that women were the first writers because they were at home.  Men did 
the simple physical work plowing and planting.  Women would do the more technical work of taking man's grain and 
making it into bread, thus women developed a higher level of technological skill. So when it came time to trade, 
women  made baskets for chits and kept trade records, so women developed writing. 
* Ruth was probably written by a woman; Song of Songs was written by a woman. 
* The Akkadian/Sumerian poet Enheduanna (2285-2250 BCE)  is the world's first author known by name,  
and was the daughter of Sargon of Akkad (Sargon the Great, 2334-2279 BCE).  Sargon appointed his daughter priest-
ess at an outlying province.  
* Gilgamesh is thought to date back to the 3rd millennium BCE in oral form & to 2nd millennium in tablet form. 
* Assyrian writing started from economic need; Egyptian for political reasons. 
* Babylonian and Sumerian cylinder seals functioned as IDs, IOUs, and as locks to doors.  They were the cell phone 
of the ancient world – one didn’t leave home without it!  (And just think, we are going back to scrolling on tablets 
with a stylus!) 
 

At Yale’s Sterling Library we discovered, that unlike other collections, the Babylonian Collection has never been 
moved since it was first arranged in the 1920s.  This is because the stones are immensely heavy and therefore, the 
rooms had to be reinforced with steel in order to bear the extreme weight.  Because it is still located in the rooms de-
signed for it, the images on the windows actually still relate to the contents of the room! 
 
 

 



We had a chance to use a cylinder seal on clay: 

   
 

and to try our hand at cuneiform writing on clay as on the ancient sample below,  
with the teacher’s example on one side, and a student’s copy on the other: 

   
 
In addition to the exhibits, I found this chart quite interesting: 

 
 



December 24th has a split personality this year 
(It’s the 4th Sunday of Advent as well as Christmas Eve!) 

  
We are grateful to everyone who filled out a survey regarding our worship services.  THANK YOU!  While we all love worship, it 

seems our schedules are many and varied.  
  
About half of us wanted a Sunday morning service on Christmas Eve & half did not, so, after much discussion, Council decided that 

we will observe the 4th Sunday of Advent, on 12/24 at 9:30 am. 
  
When it came to the time of Christmas Eve worship, about 1/3rd of us preferred 4:30, 1/3rd preferred 7:30, and 1/3rd preferred 

10:30.   Again, after much discussion, the Council decided that since our organist cannot be here at 4:30, and since 10:30 was 
thought to be too late for children, we’ll have our Christmas Eve service at 7:30. 
  
And as for a Christmas Day service, only a handful wanted that, so we will not have a service on 12/25. 
  
While we know that this schedule will not be everyone's first choice, we felt it was the best choice we could make for this year.   
 

And next year?  God only knows.  (literally!)   

This blog post will be more ramble than fine tuned essay. 
 
I recently engaged with someone on the topic of religion and politics.  They were holding the position that politics 
doesn't belong in the pulpit.  My response was "it depends."  I continued by pointing out that it's pretty close to im-
possible to read the Bible, both Hebrew Scriptures and the Gospels of Jesus and not see tribe engaging with forces 
of empire, poverty, war & peace as well as a whole range of economic manipulations of people.   
 
Yet, I also tried to acknowledge the power dynamic of the pulpit.  Let's be honest.  Preaching in such a way that al-
lows the preacher to light up the room with a whole lot of right wing or left wing rhetoric is both irresponsible and 
unfair.  It's unfair cause your in a one way conversation, i.e. you have all the power.  What's the person in the pew 
supposed to do?  Break all norms, stand up and scream "I disagree with you.."  It's irresponsible because the 
preacher is not deeply engaging the scripture and the cultural/political/social context.  They are simply ranting. 
 
Now, having stated the above, I also want to maintain strongly that the Bible is very much a political library.  Most of 
it it written by and for a people that were living under oppression.  In the Prophets time, that might have been under 
the Greek, Persian or Assyrian empires.  IN Jesus day, it was under the Roman system, and one could argue a 
High Priest run system in the religion of his birth.  The scriptures were the poetry of imaginative response to the sit-
uation of the day, to roughly quote Walter Brueggeman. 
 
Today, politics is all around us.  No, I'm not talking about Donald Trump, though his public persona is clearly domi-
nating.  I'm referring to everything from our current consumer culture to how the local school board prioritizes for 
next years curriculum.  I'm referring to the paving of roads to the treatment of people who don't look like you.  I'm 
referring to an opioid drug crisis, the rapid increase of unhealthy foods and the rampant obsession with our social 
media narcissism.  Does the Bible speak to that?  Does religion have a voice in any of this?  Of course it does. 
 
The challenge is to help people see the scriptures as having a voice, a critical voice, in our current cultural, social 
and political context.  To deny that, is to render religion impotent. 

A blog by Bishop James Hazelwood, 

New England Synod. 

www.bishoponabike.com/stories/ 

Politics & Religion Part 1 

https://www.bishoponabike.com/stories/2017/11/29/politics-religion-part-1


Reformation 500 

The Reformation — often depicted as a radical 
break with the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic 
Church that resulted in the creation of a new 
church — actually began with a more modest goal: 
education reform. Dr. Martin Luther and his col-
league Philipp Melanchthon wanted to change the 
way theology was taught at the University of Wit-
tenberg; they wanted to shift the focus of theologi-
cal commentary to the original source, the Bible. It 
was not until nearly a decade after the publication 
of the 95 Theses that reorganizing the church in 
Saxony, once an afterthought, had become a prac-
tical necessity. When in June 1530 Emperor 
Charles V refused to accept the Augsburg Confes-
sion, and military conflict seemed unavoidable, the 
break with Rome became a more permanent reali-
ty. Now those territories in which the Reformation 
had taken root had to restructure their churches. 
Johannes Brenz and Johannes Bugenhagen took 
the lead in developing church orders for evangelical 
territories, but this need would extend also into the 
next generation.  

Among those who picked up the baton, few demon-
strated as much practical administrative talent and 
theological depth as Martin Chemnitz. Remem-
bered today mainly for his literary contributions — 
many of which have been translated into English, 
including his Loci Theologici, The Two Natures in 
Christ and Examination of the Council of Trent — 
as well as for his role as an author of the Formula 
of Concord, most of Chemnitz’s professional life 
was devoted to his work as a church administrator 
and organizer. For nearly 30 years, until his failing 
health forced him to resign, Chemnitz served first 
as assistant superintendent (coadjutor) and then as 
superintendent of the churches in the city of Braun-
schweig. In this capacity, Chemnitz was responsi-
ble for examining pastoral candidates, providing 
congregations with competent ministers, instructing 
clergy, preaching, and maintaining unity and disci-
pline among pastors. While serving under his good 
friend Joachim Moerlin, Chemnitz and Moerlin were 
invited to reorganize the churches in Prussia. Moer-
lin continued to serve in Prussia, and in 1567 
Chemnitz succeeded his friend as superintendent 
of Braunschweig. To fulfill a requirement for this 
new position, Chemnitz took a doctorate from the 
University of Rostock in 1568, and in the same year 
was invited by Duke Julius to oversee the refor-
mation of the duchy of Braunschweig-
Wolfenbuettel, the last German duchy to be re-
formed.  

During his time in Braunschweig-Wolfenbuettel, 
Chemnitz worked alongside Jakob Andreae, anoth-
er author of the Formula of Concord. This relation-
ship, though at times tense, proved to be fruitful. As 
a church organizer in Prussia and the duchy of 
Braunschweig, Chemnitz had insisted upon sym-
bols or confessions — like the Augsburg Confes-
sion, the Apology and the Smalcald Articles — to 
ensure doctrinal unity among clergy. Chemnitz’s 
commitment to doctrinal unity and his ability to 
clearly articulate doctrine while avoiding extremes, 
along with Andreae’s tireless efforts at promoting 
Lutheran unity among German territories and cities, 
resulted in the widespread adoption of the Formula 
of Concord, the capstone of the Book of Concord 
and the standard for Lutheran unity even today.  

As we commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, we remember Martin Luther was not the only person 

giving shape to the reformation.  

©2016 LCMS - Concordia Historical Institute 



For 364 days of the year, the showroom at Watertown 
Ford Chrysler is the stage for polished, new models 
from the Ford, Lincoln, Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep and 
Ram lineups. On the 365th day, at least for the past 
14 years, the showroom is emptied and transformed 
into a banquet hall where hundreds of guests dine on 
a free Thanksgiving dinner. 

This year will mark the 15
th
 consecutive year Scott 

and Jodi Driscoll, members of Lutheran Church of 
Our Redeemer, will host a Thanksgiving Day feast 
with all the trimmings at their Watertown, S.D., dealer-
ship. Everyone is welcome. And for those unable to 
travel to the dealership, dinner will be delivered. Hot 
meals are also catered to those who have to work the 
holiday at the Watertown Police Department and to 
county inmates. 

The event, which began in 2002, started as a family 
affair. It’s now a tradition for other families who volun-
teer to serve in the food line, wait tables and make 
deliveries. 

“The idea came up at our combined family Thanksgiv-
ing dinner in 2001,” Scott Driscoll said. “In the retail 
business, we are always open the Friday following 
Thanksgiving so we don’t travel for the holiday. Jodi’s 
mom is a great cook and offered to help prepare the 
meal. We wouldn’t have started this without our fami-
ly’s commitment to volunteer.” 

The community event is also an undeniable reflection 
of their faith. 

Jodi Driscoll’s personal philosophy is, “I am only one, 
but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can do 
something. What I can do, I ought to do. And what I 
ought to do, by God’s grace, I will do.” 

Both he and Jodi come from “strong faith families,” 
Scott Driscoll said. 

The first year they hosted the meal, their families 
served and delivered 250 meals; last year, 575 
meals, including deliveries, were served. 

The meal includes turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, corn, dinner roll, cranberries and, most im-
portantly, Driscoll said, pumpkin pie with whipped top-
ping. 

“All are welcome,” he said. “We encourage those who 
cannot afford it, those who would otherwise be alone, 

the couple whose kids are not coming home until the 
weekend. Anyone who doesn’t have a place to go on 
that day, we’re here for the fellowship.” 

Jodi Driscoll and her mother, Janice Michels, start 
preparing food three days before Thanksgiving, chop-
ping the celery, onions and carrots for the stuffing. 
Michels travels from Breckenridge, Minn., to help. 

“We really do cook all the food,” Scott Driscoll said. 
“We cook and slice 24 turkeys the day before. We set 
up the showroom the night before. We park the cars 
outside and fill it up with tables and chairs, including 
all the condiments you would have at home for a 
meal.” 

The event is widely advertised the week before 
Thanksgiving on local radio stations and in the local 
newspaper. Dealership staff take delivery orders, and 
Jodi Driscoll sorts and organizes deliveries based on 
addresses. 

Volunteers describe the process as a well-oiled ma-
chine. 

Lisa Dahl has volunteered for the past six years. She 
and her family found it to be a way to heal after the 
death of her nephew in October 2014. It was the fami-
ly’s first Thanksgiving without him. He was on his way 
home from college when he was killed. 

“Jacob was such a caring and faithful young man,” 
Dahl said. “Helping at the Driscoll Thanksgiving was a 
way for our family to be together and give back to the 
community in which Jacob lived.” 

Janel Butts, one of Jodi’s sisters, has volunteered for 
seven of the past 14 years. 

“It’s a family affair,” Butts said. “We have always been 
with family and have always had enough to eat. Some 
aren’t that fortunate.” 

Scott Driscoll gives the credit for their annual tradition 
to God: “God has blessed us with enough to be 
shared with others. It’s one of the ways we give back 
to the community that has been so good to us. God 
will provide—we are just helping out while we are on 
our earthly journey. God is good.” 
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