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 If you watch commercial TV each summer, you can’t help but notice the ads 
for resorts and theme parks or invitations from other states’ Chambers of 
Commerce asking you to get away from it all, have some fun and refresh yourself.  
There used to be a TV ad for Calgon bath salts where a harried mom would mutter, 
“Calgon, take me away.” She wanted some peace and quiet all to herself after the 
frantic pace of her daily life. 
 
 In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus is hoping for some time away.  He’s 
just heard the news about Herod’s big birthday bash and the death of his cousin, 
John the Baptizer.  Herod, with the wealth he’d gathered from corruptly governing 
this Jewish outpost around Jerusalem, put on a party full of excesses.  Food, music, 
wine, dancers, entertainers and all sorts of luxury were provided by Herod, the 
lavish host of his own celebration. 
 
 To top off the decadent, hedonistic theme of excess thrown in the face of the 
oppressed citizens of the land, Herod promised to provide everything his 
stepdaughter could ask for.  With her mother’s direction, the dancing girl asks for 
the head of John on a platter. Many of you have seen the classical artists’ renditions 
of this scene. The man who “has it all” promises to provide for all, but in his state of 
mind ends up taking away the life of a servant of God. 
 
 John’s disciples buried his body and took this horrific news directly to Jesus.  
Jesus and his disciples, shocked and amazed, took off in a boat to gather their 
senses and to deal with their grief.  The people of the land heard the news of John’s 
execution, too, and fear filled their hearts.  Running along the lakeshore, they 
followed Jesus’ boat hoping to get some sense of direction for their shattered lives. 
 
 Jesus saw the crowds coming, stepped out onto the shore and began to 
provide what they truly needed.  First, he healed the sick.  He saw that as their most 
urgent need, but knowing Jesus as we do, he very likely talked with each family or 
group he walked among and shared the love of God with them.  Could it be some 
were sick-hearted with grief because of their beloved leader’s death?  Jesus 
provided what they needed to keep on going. 
 
 For Jesus and his followers, it’s been a very long day, and the hour is 
approaching when, typically, it would be time to stop working and sit down and eat.  
So, Jesus’ disciples come to him with a plan and expect to get his blessing: “Send 
the crowds away so they may go into the villages and buy themselves something to 



eat.”  They were aware of a need, they assessed the depth of the problem and then 
they came up with a solution they expected would receive Jesus’ blessing. 
 
 But Jesus has a different plan.  “YOU give them something to eat.”  The 
disciples were stunned.  They knew they had very little to share just among 
themselves. They couldn’t imagine sharing from their meager resources, and after 
all, they were hungry too.  Still, trusting Jesus to provide, they did as they were told. 
They brought to Jesus the five loaves and two fish that were SUPPOSED to be for 
their own supper that evening. 
 
 What happens next shines a light toward their future with Jesus; it 
foreshadows things to come.  Jesus took the bread, looked up to heaven, and 
blessed and broke the loaves.  Then he gave them to the disciples and the disciples 
gave them to the crowds.  Doesn’t that sound familiar?  It seems to me Jesus’ 
actions foreshadowed the last supper he would share with them before his death 
and resurrection. 
 
 Now, look a little more closely at what happened.  Jesus’ disciples, good men 
and women all, were determined to take care of their own needs.  And they wanted 
to give the crowds the same opportunity to take care of themselves.  They were 
sure the outlying villages could provide food for over 5000 men plus women and 
children, and they figured the crowds had money in their pockets to pay their own 
way. So, they formed a plan and took it to Jesus for his blessing. 
 Jesus basically said, “You’re not getting off that easy, my friends.  Being my 
disciple means you have to get your hands dirty.  You have to dive right in and not 
only provide from your possessions, but you have to work to make sure what you 
share provides for those in need.”  Jesus took their small offering of food, amplified 
it, and with his blessing on the food and the disciples, these servants of God were 
able to provide for more needy people than they could have guessed possible. 
 
 It’s amazing what God can do with the little we’re willing to share.  Current 
research is finding that Lutherans, who used to share 2.5% of their income with the 
church, now give only about 1%.  That means, if your income is $52,000 per year, 
the researchers think you will give $520 to the church for our shared ministry, or 
$43.50/month. 
 
 We know that our neighbors at the synagogue and in many Pentecostal 
churches require a tithe of 10% of income from their members.  They receive not 
only enough money to pay their bills, but enough to support ministries of feeding, 
clothing and teaching in the communities where they serve.  Many churches are 
having trouble meeting the basic expenses for keeping their building in good repair, 
providing teaching resources and paying the salaries for their staff.  And yet, we 



often pray that God will bless our meager efforts to share resources we would rather 
keep for ourselves. 
 
 Are we a little like those early disciples?  Do we think we have things already 
figured out and we just ask Jesus to bless our efforts and make sure everything 
works out the way WE want it to?   
 
 It’s a big temptation, trying to move into the future with an expectation of 
scarcity informing our giving.  You know how that goes: we say to each other, “We 
can’t give more today; what if we need it tomorrow?” Instead, we need a sense of 
readiness and eagerness for whatever God’s plan for our ministry might be.  And if 
we’re looking forward in that hope, we need to be willing to roll up our sleeves to 
make sure the ministry of the church gets done. Remember, Jesus told his 
disciples, “YOU provide what is needed.” 
 
 Do you want a high-quality Sunday School for the children?  That takes 
trained volunteers dedicated to teaching and being fed on the Word of God when 
they’re not required to be in the classroom.  Do you want to hear messages from the 
pulpit that give you hope and peace of mind?  That takes leaders able to study and 
prepare faithfully sermons and temple talks that are challenging and encouraging.  
20s, 30s and 40s, single, married, partnered, in the prime of your life, do you want… 
What IS it that you want from the church?  Is it not only spiritual words but spiritual 
actions you can take hold of and grow?  That takes your cooperation, your 
contributions of time and talents, ideas and enthusiasm. 
 
 Jesus didn’t let his disciples off lightly when they came to him expecting him to 
bless their meager efforts.  Jesus told them: YOU give them something to eat.  You 
and I are challenged by Jesus in the same way.  The disciples took time out of the 
day they THOUGHT they’d already had planned   to do as Jesus asked. It must 
have taken hours to feed over 5000 men plus women and children. And THEN they 
had to go around with those baskets and clean up all the leftovers.  The work Jesus 
asked them to do was exhausting, but with Jesus’ blessing the needs of many were 
met. 
 
 You and I need to provide for the mission Jesus has challenged US to 
complete. We can’t expect the people “who’ve always done it” to keep giving and 
giving and giving of their time and resources. We – maybe the very ones who 
grumble about how things are or aren’t being done -  we need to provide our ideas, 
our prayers, our physical strength and talents, and yes, we need to increase our 
financial support if we are going to be able to accomplish more than we’ve ever 
dreamed possible.  
 
 Lord, direct us according to your will.  Amen 


