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John 14:15-21 (from Easter 6) Bridgeport 
 

 “Where on Earth Is God?!” 
 

Greece – where Western culture reached heights that still astound us.   

Athens – the city that gave rise to the great dramatists Sophocles and Aristophanes. 

The Areopagus – the gigantic stone where the great philosophers Socrates and Plato had stood and taught.   
 

And now Paul had taken his place right where they had stood.   

 “Although Athens was nothing like it had been in the days of Socrates,  

  …[it] had [perhaps been the] grandest…city of the ancient world.   

 Paul had walked through their lovely city  

  and seen all the evidence of their search for the eternal and the beautiful.   

 He had seen the glistening temples… the artistic…altars &…[the beautiful] statues of marble, gold & silver. 

 Theirs…[had been] a golden culture,  perhaps the most shining society the world has ever known.”
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As he had walked through the city, looing carefully at the objects of local worship  

 and thinking about how he might best bring God’s word to them, he found his starting point: 

  and altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god”. 
 

Why would the Athenians erect an altar to an unknown god?   

 Perhaps it was their superstitious way of insuring they didn’t offend a god with the power to do them harm. 

 Or perhaps it was a modern nod to multi-culturalism, a bit of “political correctness”. 

 Or perhaps it was even a sophisticated reflection of their openness to further enlightenment.     

Whatever the reason, it gave Paul his “in”. 

 It raised questions that Paul was more than happy to discuss with them: 

  Who was God?  What was God?  Where was God? 
 

The culture in which Paul found himself was not unlike our own today. 

It was a post-enlightenment age, a time of both sophistication and disillusionment,  

 a time when religion had taken a back seat to philosophy and the arts, 

  when it was seen as less of a force than such things as politics and economics. 

Sure there were lots of altars and temples and statues around, but for some they were simply art, 

 for some, part of their city’s history, and for others, part of family customs and traditions. 

For the younger, more sophisticated generation, they had outgrown the faith of their childhood 

 and were simply not interested in these small anthropomorphic gods of their parents and grandparents. 

Paul meets them where they are.   
 

He uses this altar to an “unknown god” to push beyond the small gods of their childhood,   

 and goes on to talk about a god so powerful as to have created everything in the world,  

  everything outside of us that we can see and imagine,  

 and a god so powerful as to have created us,  

  everything inside of us that makes us live and breathe and have our being. 
 

This was not like the Greek and Roman gods and goddesses with their limited job descriptions –  

 gods like those of sun, sky, sea, and fire,  

 goddessses like those of moon, rainbow, wisdom, and love –  

  this was the God of All, beyond any image that we might make, beyond anything we can even imagine. 
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This is where we find ourselves today – in a society where we have  

  religious fundamentalists who believe they know everything about God, 

  more open-minded folk who still intellectually believe that there is some sort of God, 

  and post-religious ex-believers who have outgrown the things they were taught. 
 

And Paul comes with a message to people in all camps. 

 To the fundamentalist, he proclaims that  the God in whom he believes is not a God  

   that you can contain in a book or a statue or any kind of box, 

   but rather a God that is bigger and vaster than the ever-expanding universe God created, 

    beyond anything any mortal can ever think and imagine; 

 To the more open-minded of believers, he proclaims that 

  the God in whom he believes is not a God that is in some vague way a part of things, 

   but rather a God that is intimately part of our life, 

    a part of every breath, every thought, every moment that we experience. 

 And to the post-religious ex-believer, he proclaims that the God in whom he believes is, of course,  

  bigger than they’ve been taught, bigger than they’ve believed,  bigger than they’ve imagined; 

 The God that Paul proclaims is too vast for any mortal to ever outgrow. 
 

In proclaiming God’s transcendence Paul proclaims God’s power; 

in proclaiming God’s immanence Paul proclaims God’s love. 

In proclaiming both God’s transcendence and God’s immanence,  

 Paul speaks to who and what God is.  And then he turns to where. 
 

In ancient Biblical thought the earth was flat.  

 Below the earth there were the waters of chaos, and above the earth was a dome,  

  and above the dome was heaven, where God dwelled. 

 And so if one were to look for God, one looked up to heaven. 

Although Greek scientists still held differing views on whether earth or sun was the center of the universe,  

  most agreed that the earth was spherical and that the universe was finite.   

 And so if one were to look for God, one would look out to heaven. 

But Paul proclaims that God is not up there and not out there so we don’t have to “search” and “grope” for God, 

  but rather God is “not far from each one of us”. 

 In fact, Paul says, 
28

… ‘In him we live and move and have our being’… 

 He can say this because of the promise of Jesus we heard in our gospel today: 

  “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.   

  
17

 This is the Spirit … who …abides with you, and …[is] in you.   

  
20

 …I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.   
 

What Paul is reminding the crowd at the Areopagus and us today is that whenever we need God, 

  we can find God, not in some other place or in some other time, but right here, right now. 

 No matter how we may feel at times, God is as near to us as the breath, the Spirit, within us. 
 

Sometimes, of course, we will have difficulty seeing God, no matter how close God is, 

 but Jesus helps us here, too, with a promise that God will reveal Godself if only we do one thing: 

  love God, and love whoever is there at the time. 

 If we keep the greatest of the commandments, we will find that God is right there. 
 

We, too, like Paul, are called to proclaim the good news: 

 If you don’t believe in the small God of your childhood, that makes perfect sense, 

  because God is so much bigger than that.   

 The God whom we proclaim is more powerful & more loving than anything you can know or even imagine. 

 And if you can’t find God out there, look a little closer and love a little deeper and then you will see. 

Where on earth is God?  in you and in me, in sorrow and joy, in life and death, in power and love. 

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Hallelujah!  Amen! 


