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Good Morning and thank you all for coming to Salem Lutheran Church and thank you Salem for sponsoring  Boy 

Scout Troop  103! 

 

Today is Scout Sunday, when we recognize Scouts and the blessings that Scouting brings not only to our 

congregation but to our nation and the world.  Since the inception of the Scouting movement at the beginning 

of this century, religious faith has played a major role in character development of Scouts, which is one of the 

primary aims of both the Boy Scouts of America and Girl Scouts of the USA.  "The purpose of the Boy Scouts of 

America is...to provide an educational program for boys and young adults to build character, to train in the 

responsibilities of participating citizenship, and to develop personal fitness", while "The mission or purpose of 

Girl Scouting is to inspire girls with the highest ideals of characters, conduct, patriotism, and service that they 

may become happy and resourceful citizens."  I know we have many wonderful Boy Scouts here and possibly 

some Girl Scouts also.  Just as my mom is a Boy Scout now, I guess I could have been considered a Girl Scout 

of sorts myself when she and my sisters were active in Girl Scouts!  My first memory of Girl Scouts was going 

to a ho-down dance and for whatever reason a photo with my big straw hat and bandana around my neck made 

it to the local newspaper!  I was always meant to be a Scout!  But anyway back to the point. .. 

 

The Boy Scouts of America annually celebrates its founding on Sunday February 8th, 1910, based on a program 

started by Lord Baden Powell in England on August 1st, 1907.  Scout Sunday was added to the Scout celebration in 

the middle 1940's and we are happy to be able to participate with recognition here at Salem. 

 

So this is a strange time of year.  The days are short, the nights are long and even though we dream of more 

daylight, we walked around hoping that there wouldn't be enough sunshine produced for a rodent (okay, a 

groundhog!) to see its own shadow.  A quick scan of today's news can be equally as bleak. It's time for a little 

more light in an otherwise dark and dreary time.  Well my idea of light is fire, BIG fire. I was accused of being 

a pyromaniac especially when I used cooking spray to make a campfire bigger.  My former fireman 

Scoutmaster was not too happy with me but my new and present troop love the BIG fires I help build and we're 

lucky enough to have a fireman now too!  Since I can't build a fire here, I have this visual aide instead and this 

message.... 

 

Enter Epiphany.  The missional emphasis of this season shines like a beacon of light and hope in the dead of winter, 

bringing good news in the middle of this world's not-sogood news.  The week God provides the mission of Isaiah – 

"feed the hungry, care for the homeless, clothe the naked. Upon accomplishing this mission God tells the people, 

"Your light shall break forth like the dawn" (vs. 8).  Paul continues his Spirit-led mission, encouraging the church in 

Corinth, "No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor human heart conceived, what God has prepared for the world….” (vs. 

9).  And Jesus says, (“Let your light shine before others" (vss. 14, 16).  Through these words in Jesus' sermon, he 

gives followers of every day and age a mission to share the light which scatters the darkness. 

 

Whether you are looking in the news or out the window, things may seem pretty dark and dreary at this time of 

year, but do not miss the light of Epiphany!  We are indeed created in God's image; therefore the spark of the 

divine is alive in all of us.  The light shines through us as we live out God's mission for our lives each day.  As 

Epiphany continues, we should all be prepared to let our light shine and share the good news.  

 

Speaking of the word prepared our Boy Scout Motto is "BE PREPARED"!  Speaking of  the light reminds me and 

hopefully some of you of my Eagle Scout Court of Honor with  my twin brother Paul when all the boys in the troop 

participated in the candle lighting ceremony and explained what all the ranks are leading up to Eagle.  This was 

encouragement that following the light is transforming.  

 



 I would like to conclude with: 

 

A Scout's Prayer: 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

 

Help me keep my honor bright, 

and teach me that integrity of character  

is my most priceless possession. 

 

Grant that I may do my best today  

and strive to do even better tomorrow. 

 

Teach me that duty is a friend and not an enemy  

and help me face even the most disagreeable task cheerfully. 

 

Give me the faith to understand my purpose and life. 

Open my mind to the truth and fill my heart with love. 

 

I am thankful for all the blessings  

you have bestowed upon my country. 

Help me to do my duty to my country  

and to know that a good nation must be made of good men. 

 

Help me to remember my obligation to obey the Scout Law 

and give me understanding so that it is more than mere words. 

 

May I never tire of the joy of helping other people  

or look the other way when someone is in need. 

 

You have given me the gift of body. 

Make we wise enough to keep it healthy that I might serve better. 

 

You are the source of all wisdom. 

Help me to have an alert mind,  

teach me to think,  

and help me to learn discipline. 

 

In all that I do and in every challenge I face, 

help me to know the difference between right and wrong 

and lead me in obedience on a straight path to a worthy goal.   

 

Amen 


