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Call and Promise 

 

 “The LORD called me before I was born, while I was in my mother's womb he named me.”  [Is 49.2] 

“…O LORD my God…in your plans for us, none can be compared with you!”  [Ps 40.2] 

“I, Paul, have been called and sent by Jesus….” [1 Cor 1.1] 

“Come …and see….”  [Jn 1.39] 

In case you didn’t catch it, all 4 of our lessons today have a common theme: 

 Isaiah, the Psalmist, the people of Israel, Paul, and Andrew have all been called by God. 
 

And so has every single person who has ever lived. 

Did you ever wonder about your call as an individual?   

 why God put you on this earth?  what it is you are supposed to accomplish before you die? 

Did you ever wonder about our call as a congregation?   

 what it is that we are supposed to accomplish while we are together here at Salem? 
 

Just this week, one of our members was telling me that even after 79 years,  

 he still knows that there is something more that he needs to accomplish in his life.   

 He’s not sure yet what it is – but he knows there is something. 
 

Now when I talk about God’s purpose for us,  

 I’m not talking about an assignment that we’ve been given, or a task that has been laid on us 

  that is going to be boring or arduous or a burden under which we are going to chafe.     

 It’s not the kind of tiresome assignment we may be given by a grade school or middle school  

  or even a high school math or English teacher. 

 It’s more like the time I heard my piano teacher play Beethoven’s “Farewell Sonata”,  

  fell in love with it, and knew that that was the piece I just had to learn,  

   despite the fact that it was more advanced than anything else I had ever played.   

 Or like someone who loves wood-working having an idea for a project  

  and working with their shop teacher to bring it into being. 

 Or like someone taking a painting class and working with their teacher to take their idea and get it on paper.   

When I think about God’s will or God’s purpose for me, it’s about co-creation, 

 taking all my gifts and interests and passions and loves  

  and working with God to create something amazing that I could never do on my own. 
 

Now that doesn’t mean it’s not scary or that we don’t feel ill-equipped.   

 Many times in our lives I think we have amazing ideas that we mistakenly dismiss almost as soon as they occur  

  because we think they are too big, too hard, too impossible for us. 

 But having those feelings shouldn’t stop us from pursuing our dreams.   

  Every single person who has accomplished incredible things 

   has had those same feelings of inadequacy and fear along the way.  
 

Isaiah certainly did.   

 Feeling deeply discouraged, he cried out to God,  

  saying that after a lifetime of hard work, he had accomplished nothing. 

 And God’s response was not to say “That’s okay, Isaiah.  You tried.  Forget about it.  You’re off the hook.” 

 On the contrary, God said, “Obviously the task I gave you – to prophesy to your own people was too small.   

  Let me give you a bigger one – your new assignment is to be a prophet to the world.”  [Is 49.6] 

The Psalmist, too, was discouraged.  He felt like he was “in a desolate pit”  [Ps 40.2] 

 but God didn’t leave him there.  “God lifted him out…and put a new song in his mouth”  [Ps 40.3], 

  giving him new courage to say, “Here I am…, [ready] to do your will” [Ps 40.3], 

   ready to witness to your saving grace, to your infinite power and your unending love. 



You see, when it comes to God’s call, it doesn’t matter one iota how ill-equipped we feel, 

  because we are not expected to do it by ourselves.   

 God does not give us a task and then disappear, leaving us to do it on our own; 

  God says, “I know what your deepest desires and passions are;   

   I know what it is that will give you the greatest satisfaction and bring you the most joy in life.   

   I know because I made you and I know you inside and out.   

   And I am here to help you accomplish every one of your dreams.   

   All you have to do is trust me and work with me. 

  This is what Paul was telling the congregation in Corinth. 

   “Just think — you don’t need a thing, you’ve got it all!  All God’s gifts are right in front of you ….   

   And not only that, but God himself is [working] right alongside [you],  

   [leading and guiding you on]…this spiritual adventure!”  [1 Cor 1.7-9] 

 

It’s really not that hard a task. 

 John the Baptist’s call was simply to point to Christ.  And he did.   

  Were there consequences?  Well, he did get put in prison and was eventually beheaded.   

  But he knew his call, and he trusted God, right up until the end.   

  And because he fulfilled his call, Jesus was able to fulfill his, and the world was forever changed. 

  I am sure that even in the face of his martyrdom,  

   John felt the exuberant joy that comes  

    when one knows one has fulfilled God’s call and accomplished one’s purpose in life. 

 Or think of Andrew and the other disciple.   

  They were trying to find their call, and Jesus said, “Come and see”.   [Jn 1.39] 

  And they simply went with Jesus and saw something that changed their lives, 

   so much so, that Andrew ran to tell his brother  

    that he had found exactly what he had been looking for – he had found the Savior of the world. 

 

Did you notice that the second disciple is not named?   

 One theory is because that unnamed disciple is a placeholder for each one of us.   

 We are the other person who is seeking their purpose, the other one whom Jesus invites to “come and see”. 

And when we actually follow Jesus and open our eyes and our minds and our hearts to him,  

 something amazing happens.   

 

We declare it every week in our purpose statement.   

 Called by the Spirit of the Living Christ, we follow him and come to this place. 

 And when we open our eyes and minds and hearts, we are transformed from ordinary human beings 

  into a people empowered by God to carry out extraordinary call to share our joy,  

   not with just a small insignificant group, but with the whole world. 

 

It doesn’t matter if we are not as large a congregation as we would like to be. 

It doesn’t matter if we are demographics are weighted to the old side of the age spectrum. 

It doesn’t matter if we no longer have Liz’s leadership. 

It doesn’t matter if we don’t always have the energy and commitment we’d like to have. 

It doesn’t matter what mistakes we’ve made along the way.   

 

God has planted within each of us and within our congregation an amazing dream,  

 and called us to live into it. 

And God has not only given us this extraordinary call,  

 but has promised to give us everything we need to accomplishment our task.   

All we have to do is to follow in faith and allow God to transform us into people so filled with joy 

 that it shines in our eyes, in our hearts and in in our lives, bringing light to the world.   

Come and see.  Let God change you from the inside out.  And you will be amazed at what will happen.  Amen 


