
“…all of us…seeing the glory of the Lord…are being transformed into the same 
image from 1 degree of glory to another…”  [2 Corinthians 3:18, NRSV] 

 

499 years ago, on October 31, 1517, something happened that changed the 
world.  An obscure monk nailed a list to the church door in Wittenberg, Germany.  
His name was Martin Luther, and all he meant to do was to advertise a public 
debate on 95 points of doctrine within the Roman Catholic faith which comprised 
all of Western (non-Eastern orthodox) Christianity.  He had no idea that with the 
posting of that piece of paper, the Spirit would unleash a power that would change 
not only Christian doctrine, but the entire world.         

 

As Lutherans we trace our beginnings to that moment in history.  Luther did not 
set out to found a new denomination.  He simply understood that the God of all 
creation is always reforming, changing, and making things new, and yet the 
Church Luther knew and loved had become stuck in unchangeable patterns and 
traditions and structures.  Instead of allowing the Spirit room to breathe and move 
and dance, and move God’s people along to a future vision, the Church had be-
come an organization focused on preserving the memories and traditions of the 
past.  So if we are to be true to our Lutheran heritage, our goal cannot be to main-
tain the past, but rather to be always living into a new way of being.   

 

There are so many ways that that is happening here at Salem.   

 

One way is through new relation-
ships.  Last spring, the Bridgeport 
House of Worship (Pentecostal), 
began worshipping in our building; in 
September Christ Presbyterian 
Church, Fairfield (PCA), began wor-
shipping here.  Just 2 weeks ago, 
Pastor Erron Simmonds (BHoW) and 
I had the honor of joining in the lay-
ing on of hands as Pastor Andrew 
Holbrook was installed as Pastor of 
CPC.  The folks of CPC have joined 
in our first annual food drive, BHoW 
has invited us to join in their annual 
banquet on Saturday, November 5th 
(contact the Church Office for de-
tails), and we’ve invited both congre-
gations to join in our annual Men’s 

Dinner on November 12th.  We thank God for these congregations and the ministry 
we share in this building called Salem.   

 

We are also grateful for the relationship we began last year with Mount Aery Bap-
tist Church with our Sacred Conversations around Systemic Racism and White 
Privilege.  The folks of Mount Aery have invited us to attend their annual MAAFA 
events at the church at 73 Frank Street – a Night of Healing on Thursday, Novem-
ber 3rd at 7 pm, and a performance on both Friday, November 4th at 8 and Satur-
day, November 5th at 7 (PG; tickets $20-$40 with $5 discount for seniors; doors 
open an hour prior).  Salem member, John Wilkins, who was one of the partici-
pants in our Sacred Conversations, will be participating in the production. 

 

We are also excited about the new thing the Spirit is doing with regard to worship 
at Salem.  Our Alternative Worship Planning Task Force is pleased to announce 
that in early January we will begin offering to all saints, sinners and sleepyheads a 
wholly new experience.  “Sunday Night Alive” will combine worship, meal, and 
education into an intimate, informal, child-friendly experience from 4:30-6:00 in the 
lounge.  We’ve already heard that a whole group of college students may be join-
ing us!  Our next planning meeting will be Sunday, November 6th, at 11:45, so if 
this is something that excites your passion, please join us! 

 

While we are hard at work on this alternative worship experience, we are also 
making plans to ensure that we have musical leadership that will allow us to con-
tinue the more traditional worship that is so meaningful to many.  Keep praying! 

 

May the changing colors of the leaves in our beloved New England serve as a 
reminder to us that our God is a creative God who is continually reforming us, 
changing us, and making us new.  And so may we… 

“…be transformed by the renewing of…our minds, 
…that…[we] may discern what is the will of God — what is good and acceptable 

and perfect.” 
[Romans 12:2, NRSV] 

 

Abundant blessings be yours! 
Pastor Marjo 
 
P.S.   A  few  months  ago  I  began  the  practice of beginning each day with 
writing down ten things for which I am grateful.       I have now completed 100 
days of this practice and so have now been grateful for 1000 things!  Thanks be to 
God! 
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We are a community of Christian disciples called by the Holy Spirit.  

In response to God’s transforming love, we share our JOY through praise and service. 
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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3160 Park Avenue 

Bridgeport, Connecticut  06604 
Phone (203) 336-3300    Fax (203) 336-8813 

Website -  www.salembridgeport.org 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/SalemBridgeport/ 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 
 

Worship Schedule (current) 
8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

 
 

Education Schedule 
9:15 a.m. Adult Forum, Sunday School and  

Confirmation Class  
 
 

Salem’s Staff 
 

The Rev. Marjo Anderson, Pastor 
Cell Phone (203) 982-3441 
marjoanderson@aol.com 

 

Elizabeth Frohrip, Associate in Ministry 
Home Phone (203) 683-7460 
salemaim123@sbcglobal.net 

(on disability leave) 
 

 Karl Kraft, Office Manager 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300 
salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

 

Jennifer Reyes, Sexton 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300, ext. 10 

Frank Dukenski (President) Sr Connectios 268-0520 

Ray Lansing (Vice-President) Education 502-8222 

Katie Adams (Secretary) Youth 383-9251 

Ray Anderson Staff Support 259-0931 

Liz Bales Worship & Music 283-0534 

Ashley Baronavski Food Pantry  

Mary Anne Caragol Staff Support 521-3752 

Dale Danowski Food Pantry Plus 925-0359 

Nancy Headford Evangelism 870-9920 

Richard Kenyon Finance 372-2048 

Steve Kuczo Property 384-8226 

David Lazarini Stewardship  

Tracey Wilkins Social Ministry 545-6267 

Bill Winter Visioning 877-7300 

Lauren Nordvall (non-council 
Treasurer) 

Finance 261-4745 

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month 

unless otherwise noted in the monthly calendar. 

 

Next deadline date is November 15th  for the  

December issue! 

 

Email submissions to 

salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNTIES 

 Council of Churches Programs 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Community Suppers 

 Youth Workcamps 

 Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts 

 12-Step Groups 

 CROP Walk 

 Disaster Relief Fund-raisers 

Adult Forum News 
 
The name “John” is of Hebrew origin.  It means “God is gra-
cious.”  Although the authorship of John’s gospel is un-
known, early traditions ascribe it to John, the son of Zebe-
dee and the longest-lived of 12 apostles of Christ.  In Adult 
Forum, at 9:15 AM, on Sundays during November, in the 
Lounge, we will discuss the following questions: 
 
 What does it mean that Jesus is the “bread of life?” 
 Who can see Jesus? 
 What does it mean that Jesus is the “resurrection and 

the life?” 
 What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus? 
 
Please join us as we delve into the gospel of John for an-
swers;  and maybe we will come up with more questions.  
We are Lutherans after all! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     All Saints 
9:30 Pericope Study Group 
12:00 Book Club 

2 
9:30 Bible Study 
12:00 -1:30 Free 
  Lunch  & lecture 
  Yale Divinity School 
  409 Prospect St 
  New Haven 

3  
7:00 MAAFA Night of  
    Healing, Mount Aery 
   Baptist Church,  
   73 Frank Street 
7:30 Choir 

 

4  

8:00 MAAFA 
  Production  
  Mount Aery 
  Baptist Church,  
  73 Frank Street 

5 
8:00 MAAFA 
Production,Mount 
Aery Baptist 
Church, 73 Frank  
 

Daylight Savings 
Time Ends 

 All Saints Sunday  

8:15 Worship 
9:00 CPC 
9:15 Learning Hour 
10:30 Worship 
11:30 Coffee Hour 
11:45 Alt Worship Task Force 
12:30 BHoW 

7 
6:30 Social Ministry 

 
 
 
 

8 
ELECTION DAY 
   Remember to Vote 
9:30 Pericope Study Group 
6:30 Stewardship 

9  
9:30 Bible Study 
7:30 Bible Study 
 
 

10 
4:30 Food Pantry 
7:30 Choir 

11 
 
 
 

12 
5:00 Roast Beef 
         Dinner & 
        Youth Group 
         Bake Sale 

13 Pentecost 26 

 8:15 Worship 
9:00 CPC 
9:15 Learning Hour 
10:30 Worship 
11:30 Coffee Hour 
11:45 Evangelism 
12:30 BHoW 

14
5:30 CCGB Delegates 
   St John’s Episcopal 
   Bridgeport 

15
9:30 NO Pericope Study 
Group 
 
 

16  
9:30 Bible Study 
7:30 Bible Study 

Golden Hill 
Supper 
 
 

17 

7:30 Choir 
 
 

18  
 

19 
11:00 Innerview 
 Chat & Chew 
 Genesis Ministry 
  1475 Noble Ave 
 

Christ the King 

8:15 Worship 
9:00 CPC 
9:15 Learning Hour 
10:30 Worship / Confirmation 
11:30 Coffee Hour 
12:30 BHoW 

21 
4:30 FOOD PANTRY 
6:30 Finance 
7:30 Executive 

22 
9:30 Pericope Study Group 
 
 

23 
9:30 Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

24   Thanksgiving 
 

25  
 

 
 

26 
 

27 Advent 1 

8:15 Worship 
9:00 CPC 
9:15 Learning Hour 
10:30 Worship 
11:30 Coffee Hour 
12:30 BHoW 

28 
7:30 Council 

29 
9:30 Pericope Study Group 
 

30   Andrew 
9:30 Bible Study 
7:30 Bible Study 

   

 November 2016 
Salem Lutheran Church 

Community Room 
 Sun 6:45  SLAA  
 Mon 7:30  Boy Scouts 
 Tue 7:00  STEP 
 Wed 6:30  Girl Scouts 
 Thu 6:15 ESL/
Families 
 Fri 6:30  Girl Scouts 

BHoW - Bridgeport 
House of Worship 
 
CPC - Christ 
Presbyterian Church 

Office Closed 

Pastor Marjo at Bishop’s Convocation 



SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

November 2016 

 Nov 6 Nov 13 Nov 20 Nov 27 

Communion 
Minister - 8:15 

Nancy Headford 
Frank & Grace 

Dukenski 
VOLUNTEER 

NEEDED 
Nancy Headford 

     

Assisting 
Minister 

Steve Kuczo Anita Papp Confirmands Rich Kenyon 

Lector/Communion 
Minister 

Mike Caragol Rich Lansing Confirmands Katie Adams 

Altar 
Fellowship 

Jean Larson 
Diane Tomasko 

Jean Larson 
Diane Tomasko 

Anita Papp 
Cindy Roberts 

Anita Papp 
Cindy Roberts 

Ushers 

Joe Bales 
John Bryk 

Michael Caragol 
Justin Claus 
Ray Lansing 

Alan Goldbecker 
Judy Goldbecker 
Lisa Goldbecker 

Tom Larson 

Rich Lansing 
Carol Lansing 
David Lazarini 
Tashana Rose 

Ray Anderson 
Eileen Anderson 

Ashley Baronavski 
Paul Baronavski 
Jon Baronavski 

Communion  
Assistants 

    

Flowers 
Given By 

Lisa Goldbecker Cindy Roberts 
Ray & Janice 

Lansing 
Diane Tomasko 

Coffee Hour 
Ron & Charlotte 

Schlegel 
Tashana Rose 

Carol Lansing 
Emily Sokoloski 

Linda Bryk 

VOLUNTEER 
NEEDED 

Tellers     

Greeters     



The following people have asked for 

healing, help, guidance or comfort.  

 Joan B 
Marge S 

Barbara B 
Sam B 
Erick D 
Grace D 
Bob H 

Dennis H 
Sylvitha 

Jay 
Jinny L 
Mike R 
Pete S 

Manny M 
Jane M 
Jana B 

Maurena W 
William S 
Daphne B 
Peter K 

Bobby W 
Anna 

Barbara  
James S 
Sarah R 

Brooks A 
Angie 
Liz F. 

Katherine P 

Please contact Linda Bryk to set a 

date for coffee hour for future open 

dates. 

 (203)268-8008  

momryk@yahoo.com 

 

Nov 6 Charlotte & Ron Schlegel 

Nov 13 Tashana Rose 

Nov 20 Carol Lansing, Emily Sokoloski, 
Linda Bryk 

Nov 27 Volunteer Needed 

  

Steve Kuczo ...................................................... 1 
Nancy Kidwell .................................................... 2 
Georgia Palmgren.............................................. 5 
Aidan Palmieri ................................................... 7 
Augustine Palmieri ............................................. 7 
Judy Goldbecker ................................................ 8 
Carl Horton ...................................................... 10 
Tashana Rose ................................................. 10 
Larson Palmgren ............................................. 13 
Nicholas Roberts ............................................. 13 
Tiana Rose ...................................................... 14 
Danielle DeWalt ............................................... 15 
Christoph Dow ................................................. 15 
Carter Gulyas .................................................. 15 
Katrina Cotter .................................................. 16 
Lauren Nordvall ............................................... 17 
Jaxon Gulyas ................................................... 18 
Dorothy DeWalt ............................................... 21 
Morgan Peterson ............................................. 23 
Nicolas Mavilla ................................................. 25 
Justin Claus ..................................................... 27 
Marjorie Steeves .............................................. 29 
Norine Zalenski ................................................ 30 



         UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS 

Tuesday, Nov 1 All Saints Day; Book Club 12:00 

Wednesday, Nov 2 Bible Study 9:30 

Thursday, Nov 3 Choir 7:30 

Sunday, Nov 6 All Saints Sunday;  

Monday, Nov 7 Social Ministry 6:30 

Tuesday, Nov 8 Stewardship 6:30 

Wednesday, Nov 9 Bible Study 9:30; Bible Study 7:30 

Thursday, Nov 10 Food Pantry 4:30; Choir 7:30 

Saturday, Nov 12 Roast Beef Dinner 5:00 

Sunday, Nov 13 Pentecost 26; Blood Pressure Screening; Evangelism 11:45 

Monday, Nov 14 CCGB Delegate Meeting, St John’s Episcopal, Bridgeport 5:30 

Wednesday, Nov 16 Bible Study 9:30; Bible Study 7:30 

Thursday, Nov 17 Choir 7:30 

Saturday, Nov 19 Innerview Chat & Chew 11:00, 1475 Noble Ave, Bridgeport 

Sunday, Nov 20 Christ the King; Confirmation 

Monday, Nov 21 Food Pantry 4:30; Finance 6:30; Executive 7:30 

Wednesday, Nov 23 Bible Study 9:30 

Thursday, Nov 24 Thanksgiving; OFFICE CLOSED 

Friday, Nov 25 OFFICE CLOSED 

Sunday, Nov 27 Advent 1 

Monday, Nov 28 Council 7:30 

Wednesday, Nov 30 Bible Study 9:30, Bible Study 7:30 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Nov 13 Dec 11 

2016 Blood Pressure 
Screening Dates 

SALEM BOOK CLUB 
 

SALEM BOOK CLUB:  Books selected for  Fall 
are as follows: "Write It when I'm gone" by 
Thoms DeFrank to be discussed Nov. 1. The No-
vember selection has been changed to:  "The 
Rent Collector" by Cameron Wright and will be 
discussed on Dec. 6th. The book club meets in 

the  Salem lounge at noon.  
Everyone welcome. Bring your 
lunch. 



We Are Grateful 
Capital Improvements  
 Al & Dorothy DeWalt, Susan Murphy,  
 
Food Pantry  
 Ray & Eileen Anderson (new cart), Susan Murphy, Sandra Brown 
(Thanksgiving turkey), Dick & Roberta Bellows (Thanksgiving turkey) 
  
Memorial Gifts 
 Sandra Brown (Bob Chrien),   
   
Outreach Ministry 
 Susan Murphy 
   
Claus Lift Fund  
 Frank & Grace Dukenski, Sue Frymark, Philip & Phyllis Marsilius, Robert & Alice Jones, Carl & Teresa 
Roehrich, Louise MacCormack, Kulakowski & Ladue families, Lauren & Helen Nordvall, Steven & Susan Miller,  

Food Pantry News 
We would like to give each of our needy pantry customers a Thanksgiving Turkey and our sources for 
grocery store turkey donations are extremely limited.  If you wish to donate, please make checks pay-
able to Salem and clearly marked "Pantry Turkey". On Saturday, Oct 22nd, Christ Presbyterian 
Church held a food drive to benefit the food pantry. Pictured below is the food they collected.  



Falls in and around the home are the most frequent occuring accident; in fact falls 

are the leading cause of injury and death among older adults. 

Causes of falls in and around the home: 

Health and age related changes 

 problems with balance 

 slow reflexes 

 poor eyesight 

 use of certain medications 
 
 

Dangerous situation in the home 

 slippery floors 

 poor lighting 

 electrical cords in pathways 

 loose rugs 

 raised thresholds 

 clutter 



Unintentional home injuries have been a persistent public health problem for decades. In 2012, more than 19 mil-
lion medically attended injuries and poisonings occurred in the home. Accidents come in the form of slips, falls, 
burns, poisonings (notably from drugs and household cleaners), drownings, and accidental suffocation, particularly 
in the case of infants and seniors. The right home modifications and safety devices—provided they are properly 
installed, maintained, and understood—can protect you and loved ones from harm, according to Eileen McDonald, 
co-creator of the Johns Hopkins Children’s Safety Center. She focuses on interventions to reduce unintentional 
injuries among children and older adults. “Many people think that injury prevention is just common sense, but it 
can’t be when safety recommendations are not common knowledge,” McDonald says. 
 

1 / Residential sprinklers 
Required in some new construction, but homes can be retrofitted. Costs are 
coming down each year, and insurance discounts are offered. You want 
sprinkler buds in every living space. 
 

2 / Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms 
Gold standard for each is hardwired, interconnected alarms—with battery 
backup. Device location is important, so follow manufacturer’s instructions. 
 

3 / Surge protectors 
Buy whole-house protectors (connected to the electrical panel) and devices 
with the “UL Listed” mark. 
 

4 / Handrails 
Falls are the most common household accident. Rails on both sides of stairs 
increase safety. 
 

5 / Shower grab bar 
Attach to studs, not drywall. Diagonally placed bars suit multiple heights. 
 

6 / Nonslip mats or decals 
Mats with suction cups are OK, but rubber-backed surfaces are best. 
 

7 / Furniture/appliance tie-downs 
Anything top-heavy (bookcases, TV) should be secured to the wall with met-
al L-brackets or furniture straps. 
 

8 / Adequate lighting 
Inside and outside. Place lighting fixture anywhere you need to see place-
ment of feet. 
 

9 / Locks 
With kids, lock boxes/cabinets with items like guns, prescriptions, and chem-
icals. Lock windows starting at the second level to prevent falls. 
 

10 / Anti-scald faucets/shower heads 
Thermostatic mixing valves keep water in the safe 120 to 140 degree range. Cooler water risks Legionella bacte-
ria; hotter water can scald. 

10 Items to Safeguard Your Home 

John Hopkins Health Review, Spring/Summer 2016 



Food Pantry News 
1 Year Anniversary 



Would you like to bring joy to seafarers who will not be 
home with their families for Christmas? Our port chap-
lains bring satchels filled with gifts to the ships they visit 
in the weeks prior to Christmas. Later, on Christmas Eve 
or Christmas Day, when the ship is in the middle of the 
ocean, the captain holds a holiday celebration and every 
crew member will open their satchels, each containing 
 
 One Sweatshirt - hooded or unhooded (size L-XL),  
 Three Pairs of Socks - thermal or white gym,  
 One Casual Pullover T-Shirt (size M-L), 
 One Knitted Winter Cap (matching scarf optional),  
 One Can of Nuts or Large Bar of Chocolate,  
 Christmas Card from you! 
 
(You pick the colors, styles and brands you wish, but 
please no substitutions from the list. The Christmas-at-
Sea satchels should be comparable for each member of 
the crew). 
 
What might otherwise have been another lonely night at 
sea becomes a joyous occasion, not just because of the 
beautiful gifts received, but because complete strangers 
ashore have taken the time to share the spirit of Christ-
mas with these otherwise forgotten seafarers. It's awe-
some! 

Your congregation may want to assemble complete 
Christmas-at-Sea satchels for an entire ship. Generally, a 
ship's crew consists of 25 seafarers. Of course, we're 
grateful for any number of satchels your congregation can 
fill. If it is more convenient, you can supply a quantity of 
just one or two of the gift items. There are sales on many 
of these gifts throughout the year, so you may want to get 
a jump start on purchasing them. Or you may write a 
check and have us purchase the items for you. Typically, 
a completely filled satchel costs about S25. 
 
The chaplains start to distribute the Christmas-at-Sea 
satchels after Thanksgiving. Remember to put a return 
address on your Christmas cards, because occasionally 
the ship captain or crew members will send you a person-
al note of appreciation, and you'll find these notes are just 
priceless. 
 
For more information, contact Carol Lansing at (203) 367-
5040. 



Reformation 500 

People often wonder how Martin Luther can inform our citi-
zenship in today’s world. One of his main teachings is perti-
nent here: his understanding of God’s two kingdoms, as it’s 
often called. How can Luther’s doctrine of two kingdoms help 
us today as citizens? 
 

God’s two kingdoms 
 

Luther wasn’t the first, nor the last, theologian to emphasize a 
“doctrine of the two.” Augustine, Thomas Aquinas and John 
Calvin each propounded a doctrine of the two. 
 

Famously, Augustine’s was a doctrine of two cities: the City of 
God, manifested spiritually on earth in the church, and the 
Earthly City, manifested temporally in political government 
that is predominantly under the sway, even the dominance, of 
the devil and of sin. For Augustine, being a Christian ruler or 
citizen within the Earthly City was largely a negative, even 
cynical, experience with little trust that anyone but a perfect 
Christian could govern, and then only to establish a minimum 
of coercive order to prevent all-out chaos. His theological im-
agination still influences American Christians today, especial-
ly many—not all—American Evangelicals, who are his heirs 
by being heirs of the Puritans. These are today’s “Christian 
Right.” 
 

Over the centuries Lutherans sometimes adopted a “quietist” 
version of Augustine and mostly withdrew from active political 
engagement. But Luther’s doctrine of God’s two kingdoms 
represents a significant revision of, even a departure from, 
Augustine’s doctrine of the two. Therefore, Luther’s doctrine 
also offers a very different imagination for our life as citizens. 
How is this the case? 
 

On the basis of Scripture, Luther noted that the triune God 
has two kingdoms or authorities, two different ways to rule the 
one world in which we live. It’s important to note, especially in 
comparison to Augustine’s teaching, that both of these king-
doms are God’s, something Luther often emphasized. In his 
sermons Luther referred to these two kingdoms as God’s “left 
hand” temporal way to govern and God’s “right hand” spiritual 
way to govern. 
 

Luther’s teaching of the two kingdoms is a corollary of his 
understanding of the Scripture’s teaching of law and gospel, 
both of which contend with sin and evil, though in different 
ways, and both of which seek to bless the world, though also 
in different ways. Briefly stated, God’s right hand work of gos-
pel happens as the Spirit through word and sacrament gra-
ciously brings us into full communion with Jesus and his 
“righteousness, innocence and blessedness,” which become 
ours “by faith alone.” Together we become the body of Christ 
in the world. 
 

God’s left hand and human reason 
 

God’s left hand work of law is comprehensive and pervades 
all creation. God’s left hand governing of the world begins 
with God’s ongoing creating of the natural world as the envi-
ronment for the flourishing of all creatures. God’s left hand 
governing extends then into establishing our most basic hu-
man relationships and enduring social life and institutions 
(family, work, citizenship and other institutional arrangements 

for creating and preserving human and environmental well-
being). 
 

Within these relational, social and environmental networks, 
we also discover what God would have us do and not do in 
order for earthly life to flourish rather than flounder. Finally, 
we discover how God uses dissuading and rewarding conse-
quences to prevent sin and evil from proliferating, and to pre-
serve and promote both human flourishing and the well-being 
of all creation. Luther also called God’s left hand governing 
God’s “political” or “civil use of law,” remembering that God’s 
left hand work is more extensive than what we today refer to 
as government, politics and citizenship. 
 

Luther taught that God fervently desires that all humans 
share in God’s own left hand governing. We are called and 
sent in our various vocations to be God’s “masks” in the 
world, as he liked to say, through which God’s left hand gov-
erning happens. As God’s co-creative creatures, we serve 
our neighbors in solidarity and love, seeking justice, peace 
and well-being. 
 

God thereby endows human beings with remarkable capaci-
ties of “reason,” making it possible for humans to participate 
in God’s left hand governing. Reason was Luther’s shorthand 
to identify the broad scope of worldly wisdom, including the 
sciences, the arts and humanities, and especially the tradi-
tions of moral wisdom. 
 

Five advantages of Luther’s two kingdoms 
 

Luther distinguished God’s left hand and right hand ways to 
govern, first of all, to ensure that the gospel remains gospel 
and, secondly, to ensure that the law remains law. The integ-
rity of both of God’s hands is thereby honored. Indeed, God 
has the whole world in God’s hands, “both” of them. 
 

For his time Luther had a full-bodied notion of reason, bor-
rowed from Cicero, which is why he strongly advocated for 
universal education. God desires that we, too, employ the 
best worldly wisdom available to us in our time. 
 

Famously, Luther noted that Christians seek human welfare 
as we “ ‘put on’ our neighbors” as Christ has “put on” us. In 
this way, Christian faith enlists the capacities of full-bodied, 
enfleshed reason in order to serve our neighbors. 
 

Citing Psalm 82, Luther urged citizens and political authorities 
to promote social justice with special attention to the most 
vulnerable among us: “Give justice to the weak and the or-
phan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.” Doing 
so, citizens become “partakers of Divine majesty.” 
 

Exercising our citizenship is the joyous experience of sharing 
in God’s left hand governing, which we do with other Chris-
tians, with those of other faiths, and with those of no particu-
lar religious faith at all. We can “joyfully enjoy the joyful things 
when they are present,” as Luther once encouraged his stu-
dents. 

How Luther helps today’s citizens 
By Gary Simpson 

Gary Simpson is professor of systematic theology at Luther Sem-
inary, St. Paul, Minn.  



Bishop James Hazelwood regularly posts a blog 
on his website www.bishoponabike.com/blog.  
This is a reprint of a recent blog. 

Vote.  Encourage others to Vote. 

 

I had in mind a long reflective article on this subject.  Basically, my bottom line came down 

to the above, so I'll save your eyeball time.  November 8 is election day.  Not only for Presi-

dent, but other elected positions.  Those local ballot initiatives are important as well.  I'm not 

gonna tell you how to vote, you go figure that out for yourself.  All I'm doing here is telling 

you that you gotta vote, it's just part of the deal of being a citizen. 

The Election and Democracy 

and the Christian Voice 

Panel to study ordaining women deacons 
Following through on a pledge he made to a group 
of nuns last May, Pope Francis established a special 
commission to study whether the Roman Catholic 
Church should take the historic step of ordaining 
women as deacons. In August the pope appointed 
seven men and six women to the panel, a move that 
reignited the simmering debate about the role of 
women in the church. Phyllis Zagano, an acclaimed 
Catholic scholar who teaches at Hofstra University 
on Long Island and has championed the cause of 
women's ordination as deacons, will serve on the 
panel. 
 
Next phase of 'Called Forward' underway 
The second phase of "Called Forward Together in 
Christ," an initiative that asks members to consider 
the kind of church God is calling the ELCA to be-
come, is underway. Released on July 26 via 
elca.org/future, a new paper shares key messages 
discovered through conversations across the ELCA 

during the first phase. Member feedback on that pa-
per is requested by Sept. 9. Following phase two, 
the ELCA Church Council will consider a statement 
of future directions and priorities at its November 
2016 meeting. The goal is to launch the statement in 
2017 as part of the ELCA's observance of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. 
 
Publishing house has new name 
Augsburg Fortress, the ELCA publishing house, has 
adopted a new name: 1517 Media. Beth A. Lewis, 
president and CEO of 1517 Media, said the new 
"doing business as" identity "expresses our rooted-
ness in the Lutheran reforming movement—ignited 
by events in the year 1517—and the gifts this tradi-
tion continues to offer to the whole church, society 
and the individual" (the Protestant Reformation 
sparked by Martin Luther began in 1517). Its three 
publishing units are Augsburg Fortress, Fortress 
Press and Sparkhouse. For more information, see 
1517.media. 

Religion News from Living Lutheran magazine, 
September 2016 

http://www.bishoponabike.com/blog/
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Dear colleagues in ministry, 
 
This letter is to inform you of the changes to the rosters of ministers of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
that were adopted by the 2016 Churchwide Assembly. The major change is that on Jan. 1, 2017, the current rosters of 
associates in ministry, diaconal ministers and deaconesses will be merged into one roster of “Ministers of Word and 
Service.” Anyone currently on any of the lay rosters will automatically be listed on the new roster. We will be work-
ing to update the website and online records by Jan. 1, 2017. It may be that this part of the transition will continue in-
to early January. 
 
We have also changed the title of the rosters. Previously, one roster was referred to by its entrance rite. Now we will 
use the rosters’ primary functions to describe them: “Ministers of Word and Sacrament” and “Ministers of Word and 
Service.” Those on the roster of Ministers of Word and Sacrament will still be called pastors. Those on the roster of 
Ministers of Word and Service may be called deacons. 
 
The issue of what entrance rite will be used for the new roster has been deferred to the 2019 Churchwide Assembly 
for final decision. In the interim, the rite of consecration will be used for this new roster while the whole church en-
gages in conversation on this issue. Ordination continues to be the rite used for ministers of Word and Sacrament. 
 
The impetus for this change has come from those on the current lay rosters and from the Word and Service Task 
Force, which was formed by the ELCA Church Council to study the way in which this church recognizes and imple-
ments the ministry of the diaconate. Those involved with this change hope that the discussion of the role of diaconal 
ministry will be enhanced in all of the expressions of this church. 
 
A significant number of constitutional changes will need to take place to facilitate this new roster. The Churchwide 
Assembly adopted changes to the Constitution, Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. Synod constitutions have been modified by the certification of the required sections of the Con-
stitution for Synods. The non-required sections will need to be acted upon by synod assemblies. All of the amend-
ments in the Model Constitution for Congregations will need to be adopted at a congregational meeting. 
 
The entrance rite and questions about the place of the new roster in the representational principles of this church are 
being studied by the Entrance Rite Discernment Working Group, which will have a series of Bible studies and FAQs 
available shortly. I want to encourage you, your congregation and other groups to participate in these discussions so 
the proposals to the 2019 Churchwide Assembly will reflect the best thinking of this church. 
 
God be with you as you continue in your call to serve in Christ’s church.  
Grace and peace, 
 
Wm Chris Boerger 
 
Secretary 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

The letter below is from the Secretary of the ELCA. It explains a change in the rosters of ministers who serve the 

church. The change was adopted at the Churchwide Assembly this past summer.  The roster changes will apply to 

our Associate in Ministry, Liz Frohrip. 





STORIES OF FAITH IN ACTION 

When the need arises, we respond 
As Lutheran Disaster Response supports recovery work in the 
U.S. in the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew, Mark Opgrand, 
pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Wilmington, N.C., 
shared the following reflection about his congregation’s re-
sponse to help those affected by this disaster. 
 

Like everyone in the eastern coastal states, we waited and we 
watched as Hurricane Matthew moved toward us. For people at 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Wilmington, N.C., it 
was a familiar experience. The projected intensity of the storm 
did not require most of us to evacuate, so we waited. 
 

Most area congregations can-
celed Sunday services, but we 
took the chance and stayed 
open. St. Paul’s did not lose pow-
er, so while we set a record-low 
attendance, worship was deep 
and meaningful as we watched 
the skies clear. Many people in 
the area lost power for several 
days and some trees as well, but 
damage was minimal for us this 
time. 
 

However, we learned rather 
quickly of the devastation in other 
parts of the state, particularly the 
Lumberton area. One of the sons 
of our congregation, Volley Han-
son, is pastor at St. Mark’s Lu-
theran in Lumberton. St. Paul’s 
Congregation Council president, Frances Lamb, was able to 
contact Pastor Volley and assess the immediate needs. 
 

Frances and her husband, Allen, have a business in Lumber-
ton, so they were able to be in touch with their office manager 
who in turn was able to navigate some of their business vehi-
cles around the flooded back roads to Wilmington, where they 
were loaded with water and food and sent back to Lumberton. 
Because St. Mark’s Lutheran in Lumberton had space, electrici-
ty and minimal damage, it became our warehouse and distribu-
tion point. 
 

Soon we rented a larger truck, and through Facebook, email 
and word of mouth, we let people know what was needed in 
Lumberton. It has often been said among relief agencies that 
after a disaster, the “second disaster” is dealing with a flood of 
unwanted goods. I will always remember that truckload of fro-
zen chicken delivered after Hurricane Fran to an area without 
electricity. This time our list was specific. 
 

We set up a special bank account for cash contributions. When 
the banker learned what we were doing, she gave a $500 do-
nation herself. Several thousand dollars quickly poured in from 
our members. Harris Teeter, a local food store, immediately 
gave three pallets of water and baby food. 
 

One of our members is the principal at Pine Valley Elementary 
School in Wilmington, and she shared what was needed with 

her staff. They gathered a truckload of items from the list, all 
nicely organized and ready to transport to St. Mark’s distribu-
tion center. 
 

One person had a friend from Salisbury, N.C., who makes high-
quality, custom T-shirts. When she learned what we were do-
ing, she offered to donate 134 new shirts but didn’t know how 
to ship them. One of our members works at a factory near her 
during the week, so he brought the T-shirts to Wilmington, 
where we loaded them on the truck. 
 

The list we work from has expanded 
from water and food and personal 
items to clothes, toys, games and 
books for the children who continue to 
be in shelters. A UPS worker learned 
what we are doing and collected 
items from other UPS workers, which 
were loaded on our non-UPS truck. 
The daughter of one of our members 
remembered that the animal shelters 
need help too, so she collected a 
large amount of food and supplies to 
be dropped off. Another member 
posted the list on his community bul-
letin board, and from that came an-
other generous response. Our rela-
tionship with Trinity Grove Lutheran 
Home opened the doors to get the 
word out with them, and their staff 
and residents have responded gener-

ously. 
 

These are a few examples of how this grass-roots relief effort 
through St. Paul’s has been going; it started with the need, a 
few simple conversations, the right things falling into place and 
many generous hearts. Because we have a close connection to 
St. Mark’s Lutheran through Pastor Volley and they have space 
and we have the truck as well as the means to get the word 
out, we have been able to make a meaningful contribution to 
this relief effort. 
 

We are in touch daily with what is needed, and we will continue 
to respond as we are able. Wonderfully, this has happened 
without overhead or layers of bureaucracy. We are pleased that 
people can give knowing their gifts are going just where they 
are needed. 
 

Our former interim pastor asked us last summer if we had a 
hurricane preparedness plan in place. We did not, but in re-
sponse we observed that because so many have been through 
this before, we pretty much know what to do. You check on 
people, find out what is needed and help. 
 

At the heart of our motivation is our relationship with a gener-
ous God who gives us many opportunities to serve our neigh-
bor. When the need arises, we respond. That’s what people of 
faith do. And all are blessed. 



Journey with the Global Church in 2017  
We are excited to share that the theme of Always 
Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA for 
2017 is the Global Church. This means that 
throughout the year there will be resources and 
ideas shared for how ELCA congregations and 
members can talk, learn and pray about and sup-
port the Global Church in new ways in 2017. Be on 
the lookout for a Campaign Resource Packet that 
will be sent to every congregation this fall.  
 
‘Even in the midst of the conflict, God is in 
South Sudan; let us be there too.’  
As part of The Campaign for the ELCA, one of the 
main Global Ministry projects is helping build a Lu-
theran center and clinic in Juba, South Sudan. 
Watch a video of one of the two missionaries who 
is serving in South Sudan, the Rev. Mawien Ariik, 
sharing his story and explaining why the ELCA has 
made this project a priority in the midst of conflict 
and violence in the nation. Pastor Ariik says, “Even 
in the midst of this problem [the violence in the 
country], God is there. So I pray that let’s keep be-
ing there whether there is a problem, whether there 
is a fight or discouragement. We have to be there.” 
Click here to support this important and life-
changing project.  
 
'Fields' – a poem  
Renee Celestain is serving as a Young Adult in 
Global Mission volunteer in Jerusalem this year. 
Recently, she posted a powerful poem about a mo-
ment during her in country orientation when her 
country group saw a boy get tear gassed just two 
football fields away and how their tour guide re-
sponded to the moment.  
 
'From We to Me'  
For many years, Jen Engquist – one of the country 
coordinators in Cambodia for the Young Adults in 
Global Mission program – was a “serial ‘we’-
speaker” because of her communal and inclusive 
lens toward the world. It wasn’t until a graduate 
school class that she was challenged to not as-
sume that her thoughts are representative of eve-
ryone else’s thoughts. Read her blog about how 
she has been challenged to consider the lexicon 

that she uses and to consider how her lens through 
which she sees the world is changing and reform-
ing as she continues to engage deeper in Cambo-
dia.  
 
Where does your offering go?  
For many people, the act of placing money in the 
offering plate every week is a ritual. It is an oppor-
tunity to share one’s gifts and to practice generosi-
ty weekly. But how many of us actually know 
where the money we drop in the offering plate 
goes? Watch this short video about what happens 
after you place your offering in the plate.  
 
A symbol of life and hope  
For Christian Chavarria Ayala, the small, wooden 
crosses he hand paints in La Résurrection Luther-
an congregation in San Salvador, El Salvador, 
bring a message of hope and peace. These cross-
es will be distributed to all Lutherans and Catholics 
who gather to commemorate the Reformation anni-
versary on Oct. 31, 2016, in Lund and Malmö, 
Sweden. For more about Ayala, read this article 
and learn how an artist in a country filled with con-
flict shares his vision of hope and peace through-
out all lands.  
 
Winter in Mexico with Amextra  
Trade a week of snow for a week in the jungle! 
Learn about issues that contribute to world hunger. 
See how the Mexican non-profit organization 
Amextra works with marginalized indigenous 
groups in the south of Mexico toward sustainable 
and ecological solutions. The January-February 
dates are yet to be determined. For more infor-
mation, visit amextra.org/seeds or email 
seeds@amextra.org.  

http://elca.org/campaign
http://elca.org/campaign
http://elca.org/campaign
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sb25NzuupAA&feature=youtu.be
https://community.elca.org/southsudan
https://reneeintheholylandblog.wordpress.com/2016/09/15/fields/
https://andmorerice.wordpress.com/2016/09/20/from-we-to-me/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bftRz1uTpdU
https://www.lutheranworld.org/news/symbol-life-and-hope



