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“Key to the Kingdom” 

 
 [Jesus said:] 

32
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  

33
Sell your possessions, and give alms.   

Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
34

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

If I asked you what was most important in your life, where would you find the answer? 

 I think that for most of us the answer would be:  in our hearts. 

What is most important to you?  your children? your significant other?  your family? your faith?  your freedom?  

 Certainly those are the things that I’ve heard most often from people. 

 Those are some of the things we believe are most important, 

  the things we cherish, the things we hold close to our hearts. 

But Jesus tells us that when it comes to what is most important in our lives,  

 we won’t find the answer in our hearts, but in the financial record of our lives. 

 

Now I know how odd that might seem to you.  

 It seemed odd to me, too, at first. 

Whenever I’ve read that verse in the past, I’ve interpreted the word “treasure” very broadly. 

 Surely the word “treasure” includes not only money,   

  but time and talent, the people we love, and everything else we value, does it not? 

But no, as it turns out, the Greek word that has been translated into English by the word “treasure”,  

 is actually much more specific – it’s the word that simply means “money”. 

So what Jesus is actually saying is, “for where your money is, there will your heart be also”. 

 

So where is your money? 

Now if you’re starting to feel uncomfortable, don’t worry:  I, too, feel somewhat uneasy, 

 but let’s stick with this for a moment – these are the words of Jesus, after all!   

 

Some of you I’m sure remember Pastor Scoop Okerlund,  

 who was pastor here for many years, as well as the secretary of our synod, 

 and who ended up moving to Chicago to work for the national church. 

Well I remember hearing the story about his son (who was in his 20s at the time)  

  inviting his father back to New England to lead a retreat for young adults.  

  Pastor Okerlund decided that the theme would be money,  

  so at the retreat, he asked everyone to make a pie chart about where their money went.   

 Some of the young adults who were single or whose partners weren’t with them worked on theirs alone;  

  the married couples worked together on theirs.   

 Then they each shared their chart with the group.   

 Most people had sections for housing, transportation, food, clothes, entertainment, and such; 

  some had included things like taxes and retirement savings and charitable giving.   

 But when they got around to the last guy, he held up a chart which was quite simple:   

   there was a circle was a single line down the center.   

  On one side he had written “apartment and car”; on the other “beer and pizza”.   

  Obviously his chart was not near as detailed as those of the others,  

   so he somewhat shamefacedly explained, “I honestly have no idea where my money goes.”   

 The retreat continued and the young adults began to think more about money and its place in their lives. 



It was a story that I’ve remembered – 

 and that I think illustrates what Jesus is trying to do with his words to us this morning: 

  he is inviting us to consider, just like those young adults were invited to consider, 

   where our money goes  

    and what that says about our priorities., 

    about what is important to us,  

    about some things that may be in our hearts that we didn’t even realize were there. 

 
34

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Now before we start hearing these words as judgement,  

 before we start feeling uncomfortable or uneasy,  

 before we feel the shadow of sin and guilt overtaking us,  

  let me remind you that these words are actually gospel – in other words, GOOD news. 

 

This is not at all about judgement, for look how our gospel begins: 

 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

God, our heavenly parent, couldn’t be more pleased than to give us the key to the kingdom. 

 And where do we find that key?  By looking at how we use the treasure, the money, in our lives. 

 

I could preach for a long time on this text – maybe even for as long as Pastor Simmonds could –  

 but don’t worry, I won’t.   

I just want to point out 3 things: 

 

First, the text begins by reminding us that  

 God is our Father, the One from whom we receive our lives, the One whose image we reflect. 

 And intrinsic to God is giving.   

  God is the giver of all things;  

  God gives to those who love God and to those who don’t;   

  God could not be more abundant or extravagant or lavish in giving. 

 And as we give abundantly and extravagantly and lavishly, we reflect God’s image. 

 

Second, this text is not at all concerned with the receiver end of things –  

 it’s not at all about what our money does for others but rather what giving does for us – 

  it’s about how giving changes us from the inside out,  

   transforming our hearts,  

   and constantly shaping us into people who are always growing in gratitude and generosity. 

 

Finally, it’s about pleasure and treasure, about keys and kingdoms – in essence it’s about joy. 

 Someone has said that we should give ‘til it hurts;   

 but I think what Jesus is saying is that we should give until we feel the joy.   

 

So there we have it –    

 a 3-verse gospel. 

 and 3 points:  

  We are children of the King. 

  Made in his image, we are designed to be givers. 

  When we live into our identity as generous givers, we unlock the doors of the kingdom, 

   and entering the kingdom, we know joy.   

 

May each of you enter that kingdom and know that joy – today and always!  Amen 

 


