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“Like a Good Neighbor” 

 

The Jews hated the Samaritans.   

 They considered them to be half-breeds — intermarried with pagans — defiled — unfit for God’s service.   

 Jews avoided contact with Samaritans whenever possible, and considered them worse than pagans.   

 After all, Samaritans were people of the promise  

  who did not value the promise enough to keep themselves pure.   

 Furthermore, Samaritans opposed the rebuilding of the temple   (Ezra 4:2-5 and Neh. 2:19),  

  and established a rival temple on Mount Gerizim.   

 ‘Ceremonially unclean, socially outcast, and religiously a heretic,  

     the Samaritan is the very opposite of the lawyer as well as the priest and the Levite.’(Craddock, 150-151). 

 

Even Jesus had reason to dislike the Samaritans.   

 Only recently a Samaritan village had refused to receive him, “because his face was set toward Jerusalem”,  

  which makes Jesus’ story even more compelling.   

 

So be assured that, when Jesus introduced this Samaritan into his story, the people were surprised.   

 They expected Jesus to introduce an ordinary person who would do an extraordinary deed-but a Samaritan?   

 You couldn’t even consider Samaritans people! 

 

But Jesus says that the Samaritan stops to help the fallen man.   

 He risks being attacked.  He gets off his animal, and helps the man into his own saddle.   

 By the time he does that, his hands are dirty and his clothing is bloodstained.   

 Then he walks in front, leading the animal carrying the wounded man.   

 

Keep in mind that in those days important people didn’t walk.   

 Servants walked.  Ordinary people walked.   

 But this Samaritan – obviously a man of wealth – had been riding.   

 But to help the wounded man, he had to walk — had to take the role of a servant and lead the donkey.   

 That would trouble some people, but it didn’t seem to trouble this one. 

 

Then he took the wounded man to town and put him up at an inn.   

 He gave the innkeeper money -- quite a bit of money – and told him to take care of the man.   

 He promised to pay even more on his return journey if the wounded man needed it. 

 

This is a tough story for a preacher to handle.   

 What does it say to us today?   

 Must I tell you to help people pulled off along the road – and to pay to repair their cars?   

 Must I tell you to pick up hitchhikers and take them wherever they want to go?   

 Must I tell you to pick up drunks and pay for their room service? 

 

I can’t tell you to do those things.   

 If I told you to pick up hitchhikers and you got hurt, I’d feel responsible.   

 If you were to try to repair all the broken cars or house all the homeless people, you’d be broke by nightfall.   

 

But, on the other hand, when Jesus told this story, he ended by telling the lawyer to go and do likewise.   

 It is clear that Jesus wants us to go and do likewise, too. 
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So what did the Samaritan do that we need to do? 

First, he saw the man.   He didn’t avert his eyes.  He didn’t glance at the wounded man and then look the other way.   

 He saw a fellow human being in need – really saw him. 

And then he was moved to the depth of his being with compassion.  He felt the wounded man’s pain. 

And then he did what he could to help.  As it turned out, that was quite a bit.   
 

Jesus says, ‘Go and do likewise.’ ” 1 

Now when Jesus answers the question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” with this parable 

 and the command to ‘Go and do likewise”, he is telling us two things:  1.We can’t, and  2.We are to try anyway. 

You see, we are both the victim and the rescuer in this parable. 

Just like the man who was robbed, stripped, and beaten,  

 we are totally dependent on the mercy of the one who rescues us – God, in Christ. 

 But we are also the body of Christ–his hands & feet in the world–people who reach out to those in need. 
 

What it boils down to, I think, is this: 

 God doesn’t expect any of us to help everybody – but God expects each of us to help someone –  

  to see someone – to care about someone – to feel someone’s pain –  

  to render assistance – to help as we are able – to love the other person as we love ourselves –  

  to care about the other person’s welfare as we care about our own. 

And, if each of us does that, what a different world it will be. 
 

Yesterday 10 of us returned from a week of workcamp in Scranton, PA. 

 We spent 5 days being good Samaritans,  reaching out to victims of poverty, fixing up homes for 24 families,  

  making an incredible difference in the lives of these folks. 

Now the fact is, we could spend every week for the rest of our lives,  

 fixing up homes for people in need, and there would still be homes left to be repaired. 

The fact is, no matter how much we help, the needs of the world will always be greater than our ability to meet them. 

In that sense, we are as incapable of solving the world’s problems 

 as that injured man was able to get back up on his feet by himself.   

But just because we cannot solve everyone’s problems,  

 that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t try to make a difference in someone’s life. 
 

Here at Salem, we have all kinds of ways of reaching out to help those in need. 

 In the end, our charitable actions may not change the entire world, but they will change individual lives. 
 

Jesus told us to love our neighbor, to go and do just like the good Samaritan did. 

 And so that’s the task for each of us this week: 

  to open our eyes to the needs around us; to open our hearts to others’ pain; 

  and to open our wallets and share generously with those who are in need.   
 

You may have heard this story, but I believe it is worth re-telling.   

 Two people were walking on a beach,  

  and saw a number of starfish that had been washed ashore and were in danger of dying.   

 One of the people picked up a starfish and tossed it back into the water.   

 The other person said, “That isn’t going to make any difference, you know.”   

 The first person picked up another starfish and, as he tossed it into the water, said, “It will to that one.” 
 

My prayer today is that we will keep our eyes and hearts and hands open this week 

 so that we each may find an opportunity to be a Good Samaritan. 

And my hope is that by next week,  

 each one of us will have made a difference to someone.  Amen 
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