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“From Death to Life!  Hallelujah!” 

 

Today we have heard two stories, two very similar stories,  

 stories of two sons of widows being raised from the dead, 

 miraculous stories to be sure, but stories that can cause the cynic in us to doubt. 

These stories about life being restored to dead persons  

 confront us with the mystery of how God works in the world.   

And however much we may want to appreciate what was done for the two sons and their mothers, 

  the stories cannot help but remind us of other tragic deaths that have NOT been reversed. 

 People whom we have loved have died and have not been restored. 

 And we know that one day, we too, will die, 

  and chances are, there will be no prophet around to bring us back to life either. 

 And so while we may be happy for the characters in these stories,  

  we cannot help but wonder why WE are forced to endure the pain of grief. 

 Death is the end of life’s journey, an end to which we all grow closer and closer each day. 

 

And yet in the face of such a stark and cruel reality, the Bible tells us stories such as these. 

 

It is not that death was any less cruel in Biblical times.  

 If anything, life was far shorter and the signs of death far more present than in our own age. 

 Not only that, but in the times of Elijah and of Jesus there was little or no belief in a life after death. 

  

These stories are thus in no sense normal.   

 They run contrary to what can usually be expected. 

  They are not the stories of ordinary, everyday living. 

 They are stories of extraordinary, supernatural events,  

  stories that function as signs pointing towards the nature of God 

  and stories highlighting for us the fact that God’s ways are not our ways.   

While these stories do not function on a literal level,  

  giving us some sort of guarantee concerning our personal futures,  

 they DO function on a symbolic level, giving us hope. 

 

They give us hope by reminding us about the God in whom we believe.  

  

They remind us that God is loving. 

 In a male-dominated and family-centered culture, a widow was easily exploited. 

  Widows were the poorest of the poor, ignored, pitied, and scorned. 

  And when these widows’ only sons died, they were left totally alone by society. 

 But God had compassion on them. 

  In the Old Testament lesson, God answers Elijah’s prayer and the boy is restored to life. 

  In the Gospel, we read that Jesus’ heart went out to the woman. 

  In both cases, we have a picture of a compassionate and loving God. 

 



 

And not only is God loving, God is also powerful – 

  powerful enough to intervene in peoples’ lives, 

  powerful enough to heal, 

  powerful enough to bring the dead back to life. 

 In the Old Testament lesson, God’s power flows through Elijah  

  who stretches himself upon the boy 3 times until life flows back into him. 

 In the Gospel, God’s presence is even more powerfully demonstrated in Jesus,  

   who merely touches the coffin and speaks the words, “’Young man, I say to you, rise!’” [Lk 7.14b] 

  Just as in creation, God’s word is spoken and the word is so powerful that it creates and transforms,  

   even raising the dead to life! 
 

These stories point us to a loving and powerful God in whom we can trust. 
 

That does not mean that we will not experience sorrow or pain. 

 Sorrow and pain are part and parcel of life –  

   they are some of the challenges through which God works to transform our lives. 

  Writer Og Mandino reminds us  

   that just as a grain of wheat must be planted in the darkness of the earth in order to grow,  

   we, too, must experience the darkness of life in order to ripen.
i
 

 Yes, we will be hurt, and we will know grief and sorrow,  

  and yet, scripture reminds us that through it all we can continue to have hope.  

 We can continue to hope, because we now that God has intervened in the past, 

  and can intervene again in the present and in the future. 
 

These stories of death and resurrection point ahead to the death and resurrection of Jesus.   

 The ultimate result of the story is victory – victory over sin, death, and the power of the devil. 

 But before the resurrection, there was sorrow and pain, and suffering and death – even for Jesus the Christ. 
 

We come here today to be reminded in whom we should place our trust. 
 

As the psalmist writes: 

 “3 Put not your trust…in mortals in whom there is no help.   

 4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth….   

 5 [Instead, put your] hope…in…God; 6 who made…all that is…[and] who keeps promises forever; 

 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger...        

  [who]  sets the captives free…8 [and] lifts up those who are bowed down…  

 9 [who] cares for the stranger…[and] sustains the orphan and widow… 

 10 [who] shall reign forever…throughout all generations.”  [Ps. 146]  
 

The God in whom we trust is the God whose power created all that exists. 

The God in whom we trust is the God who raised Jesus from the dead. 

The God in whom we trust is the God who promises to be with us always –  

 in good times and bad, in health and illness, in joy and sorrow. 
 

The God in whom we trust is the God who raised widows’ sons from the dead. 

The God in whom we trust is the God who promises to raise us up to new life as well.   
 

2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
1 Praise the LORD, O my soul!  [Ps. 146] 

  Hallelujah!   

Amen 

 

                                                 
i
 The Greatest Salesman in the World, by Og Mandino, Chapter 15, Scroll 8, p. 89, kindle edition. 


