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Luke 7:1-10 Salem 

1 Kings 18:20-39 

Galatians 1:1-12   

Psalm 96 Bridgeport 

  

 “Authority” 

 

What miraculous stories we have heard this morning! 

First, the story of God’s demonstration of power in Elijah’s challenge to society’s gods,  

 and then this story of God’s answer to a man’s request  

  that Jesus only say the word so his servant would be healed. 

Amazing stories of amazing miracles! 

 

I don’t know about you, but when I was a small child, I believed in miracles – hook, line, and sinker – 

 but then as I grew up,  I came to believe that the miracles in the Bible, if they had actually happened,  

  were pretty much confined to Bible times.   

Sure, we had miracles of a kind – there were the “miracles” of science and the “miracles” of modern medicine, 

 but not the kind of miracles that Jesus did.   

It’s not that God didn’t have the power to do them in our time, or might occasionally step in to perform one;  

 it’s just that God didn’t really have to do them that way anymore –  

  God could work through regular human means that we could understand and control.   

 

It’s been said that it’s the very young and the very old who have the deepest understanding of God –  

 because the young have just come from God, and the old are getting ready to return to God. 

And perhaps that’s why I find that at this point in my life, I believe in miracles as much as I did as a child.   

 I know that miracles of every size and shape are happening everywhere, all the time. 

 It’s just a matter of noticing. 

 

I had dinner this week with Pastor Simmonds of the Bridgeport House of Worship  

 which now shares our building,  

  and I asked him how Pentecostals differed from other Christian denominations.   

 He said that first, they believed in allowing the Spirit to fill them to overflowing, so that when they worship,  

   they worship with not only their hearts and minds, but with their bodies as well.  

  We’re talking a lot more than clapping or swaying to the music here,  

   so as a white person of western European heritage, I can’t even imagine worshipping that way. 

 But then he said that the second thing that differentiated them  

  was that they believed that miracles were not confined to the Bible but could happen today, 

  and on that point we were in total agreement.   

He told me about some amazing stories of the amazing miracles he’s experienced,  

 but I’ll let him tell you about those himself, some other day. 

 

Right now, I want to get back to our lessons for the day. 

 I’ve mentioned that the stories of Elijah and Jesus both tell of miracles,  

  but all 4 of our lessons have something else in common:   

   they all deal with the issue of authority. 

 

In other words, who has the power? 

 



Our Psalm speaks of authority, of God’s power: 

 “Declare God's glory among the nations and God's wonders among all peoples. 

 …great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods. 

 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.  

 …ascribe to God honor & power…due the holy name; bring offerings & enter the courts of the LORD. 

 Worship the LORD… tremble before God….” 

Who has authority?  the God who made heaven and earth!   

 We should tremble before God’s power!  We should shout with praise at God’s love! 
 

In our second lesson Paul speaks of authority: 

    “
1-5

 …My authority…, he writes, “does not come from any popular vote of the people,  

    nor does it come through the appointment of some human higher-up.   

    It comes directly from Jesus … and God … who raised him from the dead…. 
 10-12 

… this great Message I delivered to you is not mere human optimism.   

   I didn’t receive it through the traditions, and I wasn’t taught it in some school.  

   I got it straight from God, received the Message directly from Jesus Christ.” 
 

Our first lesson also speaks of authority.  It’s from the book of Kings, which Biblical scholar, Walter Brueggemann,  

  suggests is actually a subversive book, written somewhat tongue-in-cheek,  

   for while the book purports to be about the kings of Israel and Judah,  

   in actual fact, the message of the ancient historians  

    is that the occupiers of the royal throne are not the ones with the real power.  

    The ones with the real power are God’s prophets, who stand outside the system, 

     disregarding those who think they have power,  

     defying them by speaking the truth – the powerful, authoritative word from God, 

In other words, it wasn’t the king to whom God had given the authority  

  to bring about miracles and transformation and change –  

 it was the prophets to whom God had entrusted that authority.
i
   

  No one believed that, of course, until Elijah proved it to them! 

  and with God’s power, Elijah succeeds where the king’s prophets, the king’s army & the king himself fail. 
 

In that story, the king, the commander & chief, has forgotten from where his authority flows, and so he loses it,  

 but in our gospel, we hear of a military commander who understands exactly who has the authority. 

Like any good soldier, this man understands power, authority, and the chain of command.   

 While in most of our lives, we have lots of freedom to do as we please –  

   to obey or disobey parents, teachers and employers,  to comply wholeheartedly or cut corners – 

  in the military, that’s not an option.   

 The military requires confidence in and respect for those with higher authority,  

  and expects discipline and obedience in the prompt execution of orders. 

This man understood that when it came to the power of life and health, Jesus had the ultimate authority,  

 and held complete power over disease and death.   All he need to was say the word and his servant would be healed.   
 

Today, on this Memorial Day Sunday, we remember those whose deaths have ensured  

 that we are free to gather to worship God here in church, and to witness to our faith out in the world. 

But they have done more for us than that.    

They have set an example for us – an example of what it means to recognize, respect, and respond to authority. 

For us it means that we recognize that God has the ultimate authority in our lives, 

 and it is our duty and delight to respond with trust and obedience, and with thanks and praise.   

And when we act with that kind of faith, then miracles will occur. 
 

For me, the best way to honor our military heroes and the best way to honor our God is simply this:  

 Think of yourself as a soldier this week.   

 Listen to Your Divine Commander-in-Chief  and do whatever God commands you to do, no matter what it is. 

  Maybe it will be small thing that’s not too difficult,  

  or maybe it will be something that requires a bit more faith, 

  or maybe it will be something that requires a huge leap. 

 Like Elijah and like the Roman soldier,  have faith in the One who has all the authority, all the power, & all the love, 

   and then you, too, may experience a miracle.  Thanks be to God!  Amen 
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