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Saved by the blood of the lamb. 

 It was what happened right before Moses led the Hebrews on their daring escape from Egypt.   

  After 9 plagues had failed to convince Pharaoh to let God’s people go,  

   God had sent 1 final, terrible plague:  death to every first-born in the land.   

   But the Hebrews had trusted in God and followed God’s instructions, 

    painting the blood of the Lamb on their doorposts, 

     and the angel of death had passed over their houses.   

  The blood of the lamb had saved them. 

 It was also what happened that day on Calvary. 

  Jesus had trusted in God and followed God’s instructions, 

   allowing himself to be nailed on a cross to die, blood pouring from his wounds, 

    and God had raised him up to make it clear that the angel of death would not have the final word. 

  The blood of Jesus, the blood of the Lamb of God, would save God’s children. 

 

In the beginning of the gospel of John,  

 the earthly Jesus first appears on the scene to John the Baptist’s excited exclamation, 

  “Look!  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 

 That is how John introduced Jesus:  as the Lamb of God. 

And in the end of John’s gospel, Jesus does not celebrate the Passover and then die as in the synoptic gospels; 

 Jesus dies ON Passover, making it clear that Jesus is what John the Baptist first claimed:  the Lamb of God. 

 

But in the middle of John’s gospel, in chapter 10, the image changes.   

 Jesus claims not to be the Lamb of God, but to be the Good Shepherd. 

 

And in our 2
nd

 reading for today, we hear these words:   

 “
17

…the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd…” 

 

Sometimes Biblical imagery can be tough to understand, and even tougher to explain. 

 Trying to figure out how Jesus can be both Lamb and Shepherd,  

   is about as easy to figure out as how he can be both human and divine.   

  If you try too hard to make sense of it, it can make your head hurt. 

 

But even though it may be hard to hold the 2 images together, they are each important to consider. 

 In this Easter season, we focus on Jesus the Lamb of God, whose blood saves us from death. 

 And on this Sunday in the middle of the Easter season, we focus on Jesus the Good Shepherd,  

  who lays down his life for his sheep. 

Even though it may be hard to hold the 2 images together, they both point to the same point:   

 Jesus, whether as Lamb or as Shepherd, saves us. 

 

As it turns out, however, Jesus is not the only one described by varying images.  

 Jesus’ followers – you and I – are also called to be both sheep and shepherds. 

And so I ask the question that Luther so often asked:  What does this mean? 



What does it mean to be a sheep? 

 Well, first of all it means we have a shepherd to take care of us –  

  to supply our needs [Ps 23.1],  

  to make us “lie down in green pastures” [Ps 23.2a], and lead us “beside still waters” [Ps 23.2b], 

  to “restore” our souls  [Ps 23.3a], and guide us “along right pathways” [Ps 23.3b], 

  to “comfort” us  [Ps 23.4b], and feed us  [Ps 23.5a], 

  to protect us [Jn 10.12], “care for” us [Jn 13], and even lay down his life for us [Jn 10.15], 

 Those are the benefits of being sheep. 

 And all we have to do in return is to listen to our shepherd’s voice and follow him.  [Jn 10.27] 

But sometimes that’s easier said than done.   

 We live in a busy, noisy world with lots of voices clamoring for our attention. 

 First we need to hear our Shepherd’s voice; and once we hear it, we need to follow. 

We’ll take some time in a few moments to listen and to pray as God’s sheep, 

 but before we do that there is another question to be answered: 
 

What does it mean to be a shepherd? 

 At the very end of John’s gospel, Jesus tells Simon Peter to feed and tend his lambs and sheep. 

 That is part of what it means for us to follow Jesus – to not only be sheep as he was a lamb, 

   but to be shepherds like Jesus as well. 

 As shepherds, we, too, are called  

  to supply people’s needs,  

  to give them with food and drink, and provide for rest and restoration, 

  to lead and guide,  to comfort and protect,  

  and to love as completely and as foolishly as Jesus did, even to the point of giving our lives. 
 

We have a great example of this in our first lesson for today. 

 Peter heard the Shepherd’s voice in the voices of disciples who asked him to come when Tabitha died. 

  He came.  He listened to their stories of her, and offered comfort.  He knelt and prayed. 

  And then he laid his hands on her and raised her from the dead.   

  He did what Jesus had called him to do:  feed and tend his lambs and sheep. 
 

Following Jesus is a tall order, so it may be easier to simply let the words wash over us and drift away. 

 But that’s not the call of our gospel. 

  What is the Shepherd saying to you, his lamb?  Where is he leading you? 

  And who are the sheep you are being called to shepherd? 

 I’d like us to take a few minutes to pray to God, to listen for God’s answers, and then to write them down. 

  And then as we leave here this day, we will know where God is leading, and where we are to follow. 
 

In your bulletin is a sheet with 3 questions: 

 1.  Good Shepherd, what are you saying to me this morning? 

 2. Where shall I listen for your voice this week? 

 3. Who is in need of food, restoration, rest, guidance, comfort, protection, love? 

 4. How can I be a shepherd this week for the sheep you have brought to mind? 

We’ll take a few minutes to answer those questions, but before we do that, let’s pray: 

 Good and Gracious Shepherd,  

  we are sheep of your pasture, and we seek to hear your voice and follow where you lead.  

 In these next few minutes, open our eyes and ears, our minds and hearts, as we seek your will.   
 

 [2-4 minutes for prayer and reflection] 
 

 Good and Gracious Shepherd, thank you for your love and care.   

 We trust that you will answer our prayers this day, for you are the Lamb who is seated on the throne. 

 To you belong all power and blessing, glory and might. 

 And so we sing your praise and proclaim the news to all the world: 

 “Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!”  Amen 
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