
Last month I wrote about how the church has changed dramatically over 
its 2000 year history, with radical reformations occurring about every 500 
years.  But why is this the case?  Why does the Church need to 
change?  Well, because the world changes and the Church has no 
choice but to change along with it.  
  

We all know that the world has undergone and continues to undergo radi-
cal transformation in the course of our lifetimes.  
  

I grew up in a time when everyone I knew was Christian and most of them 
went to church on Sundays.  If you didn’t go, you stayed at home as the 
state’s blue laws meant everything else was closed.  Not only was Sun-
day a protected day for Christians, our school district didn’t even give 
homework on Wednesdays because that was “church night”.  My dad 
worked hard but usually just 40 hours a week, and my mom didn’t work 
outside the home.  We got up early on Sundays, but we could sleep in on 
Saturdays as things like sports practices happened after school.   Church 
was a large part of our life, and while God was supposedly at the center of 
the church, it was more about church than God, more about religion than 
spirituality.  People went to church not just because they believed in God, 
but because it was expected and because church was where their friends 
were. 
  

Today we live in a different world.  We don’t have to limit our visits to 
gas stations and grocery stores 
and pharmacies to certain days 
or times – we can probably find 
one that’s open 24 hours anytime 
we need to.  We don’t have to go 
to church in order to learn what 
our faith teaches; we can look it 
up on google.  We don’t have to 
go to church in order to hear an 
inspiring message; we can listen 
to a preacher on television or a 
Ted Talk speaker on our comput-
er or tablet or phone.   We don’t 
have to go to church to find peo-
ple with similar ways of under-
standing spirituality; we can find 

those on facebook.  
The way we do church no longer works for the majority of people.  If it did, 
there would not be 75% of the population in New England who has no 
religious affiliation.  For decades we’ve believed that if we simply tried 
harder we could increase church attendance.  We’ve done that – all 
of mainline Christianity has done that – and it hasn’t worked – and it 
is not going to.  It’s not going to work because we are trying to keep 
an old model in a new age. 
  

And that means that our commitment needs to be to our mission, not 
our model.  Think about us as a company.  Say we make widgets. We 
could make the very best widgets in the world and have the very best 
marketing campaign possible, but if no one wants widgets, we’re going to 
go out of business.  We’ve all seen this happen.  
  

After the car was invented, horse and buggy manufacturers eventually 
went out of business.  The mission of “travel” actually exploded, but the 
buggy model died out.  Or think about the changes in publishing.  If the 
commitment is to the model (physical newspapers and magazine and 
books), the company will perish; if its commitment is to its mission 
(reading) then the model will change (kindle, nook) but people will still be 
reading.   In the music industry, models come and go – vinyl records, 8-
track tapes, cassette tapes, CDs, MP3s, streaming – but we still have 
music.  Or think about photography.  Or phones.  As much as you may 
love your old flip phone, no company could survive making them.  
  

We may love the way we worship or the way we do Christian educa-
tion or the way we structure our congregation.  It’s what we’re used 
to.  It’s safe and familiar.  It brings us comfort.  It’s a model we love. But 
it’s like a flip phone.  We can love it all we want; we can sing its 
praises from here to kingdom-come; we can urge everyone we know 
to try it; but at the end of the day there is no way in the world we’re 
ever going to convince our children or grandchildren to buy it. 
  

Are we willing to let go of the old model we love and embrace some-
thing new for the sake of mission? 
  

That’s the ultimate test of discipleship – and it will determine wheth-
er we live or die.  
  

Blessings abundant! 
Pastor Marjo 
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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3160 Park Avenue 

Bridgeport, Connecticut  06604 
Phone (203) 336-3300    Fax (203) 336-8813 

Website -  www.salembridgeport.org 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Worship Schedule 
8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

through June 5, 2016 
 

9:15 a.m. beginning June 12, 2016  
 

Education Schedule 
9:15 a.m. Adult Forum, Sunday School and  

Confirmation Class thru June 5, 2016 
 
 

Salem’s Staff 
 

The Rev. Marjo Anderson, Pastor 
Cell Phone (203) 982-3441 
marjoanderson@aol.com 

 

Elizabeth Frohrip, Associate in Ministry 
Home Phone (203) 683-7460 
salemaim123@sbcglobal.net 

(on disability leave) 
 

 Karl Kraft, Office Manager 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300 
salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

 

Jennifer Reyes, Sexton 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300, ext. 10 

John Bryk (President) Social Ministry 268-8008 

Rich Lansing (Vice-President) Evangelism 367-5040 

Frank Dukenski (Secretary) Finance 268-0520 

Richard Kenyon (Treasurer)                             Finance 372-2048 

Katie Adams Education 502-1003 

Liz Bales Worship & Music 283-0534 

Mary Anne Caragol Staff Support 521-3752 

Dale Danowski Finance 925-0359 

Nancy Headford Stewardship 870-9920 

Steve Kuczo Staff Support 384-8226 

Miles Wilkins Youth 371-7411 

Tracy Wilkins Youth 371-7411 

Bill Winter Property 877-7300 

   

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month 

unless otherwise noted in the monthly calendar. 

 

Next deadline date is April15th  for the  

May issue! 

 

Email submissions to 

salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNTIES 

 Council of Churches Programs 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Project Learn After-School Tutoring  

 Community Suppers 

 Youth Workcamps 

 Food and Clothing Collections 

 Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts 

 12-Step Groups 

 CROP Walk 

 Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Chocolate 

 Disaster Relief Fund-raisers 

One Sunday morning at a small southern church, the 
new pastor called on one of his older deacons to lead in 
the opening prayer. The deacon stood up, bowed his 
head and said, "Lord, I hate buttermilk." 
 
The pastor opened one eye and wondered where this 
was going. The deacon continued, "Lord, I hate lard." 
Now the pastor was totally perplexed. The deacon con-
tinued, "Lord, I ain't too crazy about plain flour. But after 
you mix 'em all together and bake 'em in a hot oven, I 
just love biscuits." 
 
"Lord help us to realize when life gets hard, when things 
come up that we don't like, whenever we don't under-
stand what you are doing, that we need to wait and see 
what you are making. After you get through mixing and 
baking, it'll probably be something even better than bis-
cuits. Amen" 
 
Romans 8:28 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
3:00 Project Learn 

2 
 

 

Easter 2  

8:15 Worship 

9:15 LWR Kit 

          Assembly 

10:30 Worship 

12:00 Visioning Workshop 

4 
3:00 Project Learn 

7:00 Staff Support  

5 
9:30 Pericope Study Group 

3:00 Project Learn 

 

6  
9:30 Bible Study 

3:00 Project Learn 

7:30 Bible Study 

 

 

 

7 
3:00 Project Learn 

7:30 Choir 

8 
3:00 Project Learn 

 

 

 

9 
8:00 Men’s 

      Breakfast 

Easter 3 

8:15 Worship 

9:15 Learning Hour 

10:30 Worship 

11:45 Evangelism 

11 

7:30 Property 

12 
9:30 Pericope Study Group 

 

 

13 
9:30 Bible Study 

7:30 Bible Study 

14 
5:00 Food Pantry 

7:30 Choir 

 

 

15  16 
9:00 Spring 

   Cleanup 

6:00 CCGB 

   Spring Fling 

Easter 4 

8:15 Worship 

9:15 Learning Hour 

10:30 Worship 

18 
3:00 Project Learn 

6:30 Social Ministry 

6:30 Finance 

7:30 Executive 

19   
9:30 Pericope Study Group 

3:00 Project Learn 

6:30 Stewardship 

 

 

20 
9:30 Bible Study 

3:00 Project Learn 

7:30 Bible Study 

 

 

21 
3:00 Project Learn 

7:30 Choir 

22 
3:00 Project Learn 

 
 

23 
6:00 Boy Scout 

   Pasta Dinner 

Easter 5 

8:15 Worship 

9:15 Learning Hour 

10:30 Worship 
 

 

25 Mark 
3:00 Project Learn 

7:30 Council 

26 
9:30 Pericope Study Group 

3:00 Project Learn 

27 
9:30 Bible Study 

3:00 Project Learn 

7:30 Bible Study 

28 
3:00 Project Learn 

5:00 Food Pantry 

7:30 Choir 

29 
3:00 Project Learn 

30 

 April 2016 

Salem Lutheran Church 

Community Room 

 Sun 6:45  SLAA  

 Mon 7:30  Boy Scouts 

 Tue 7:00  STEP 

 Wed 6:30  Girl Scouts 

  Fri 6:30  Girl Scouts 



SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

March, 2016 

 April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24 

Communion 

Minister (8:15) 

Grace & Frank 

Dukenski 
Nancy Headford Ian Dow Nancy Headford 

     

Assisting 

Minister 
Katie Adams Miles Wiklins Anita Papp Steve Kuczo 

Lector/Communion 

Minister 

Mary Anne 

Caragol 
Esteban Sebourne Rich Lansing 

Mary Ann  

Kenyon 

Altar 

Fellowship 

Jean Larson 

Diane Tomasko 

Jean Larson 

Diane Tomasko 

Anita Papp 

Cindy Roberts 

Anita Papp 

Cindy Roberts 

Ushers 

Rich Lansing 

Carol Lansing 

David Lazarini 

Tashana Rose 

Ray Anderson 

Eileen Anderson 

Ashley Baronavski 

Paul Baronavski 

Jon Baronavski 

Joe Bales 

John Bryk 

Michael Caragol 

Justin Claus 

Ray Lansing 

Alan Goldbecker 

Judy Goldbecker 

Lisa Goldbecker 

Tom Larson 

Acolytes/ 

Crucifer 

Book Bearer 

    

Flowers 

Given By 

Cindy and Nick 

Roberts 

John & Tracey 

Wilkins 
Mark Sistrand 

Louis & Anita 

Papp 

Coffee Hour Visioning Workshop 
Carol & Rich 

Lansing 
 

Mark Manning/ 

Thrivent 

Tellers 
Katie Adams 

Rich Kenyon 

Mary Anne Caragol 

Dale Danowski 

Steve Kuczo 

Rich Lansing 

Bert Andren 

Frank Dukenski 

Greeters 
Judy Goldbecker 

Lisa Goldbecker 

Tracey & John 

Wilkins 

Rich & Carol 

Lansing 

Laila Hietala 

Diane Tomasko 



The following people have asked for 

healing, help, guidance or comfort.  

 
Joan B. 

Marge S. 

Barbara B. 

Sam B.,  

Erick D. 

Grace D. 

Bob H. 

Dennis H. 

Sylvitha 

Jay 

Jinny L. 

Mike R. 

Pete S. 

Manny M. 

Jane M. 

Jana B 

Maurena W 

William S 

Daphne B 

Peter K 

Bobby W 

Anna 

Barbara L 

James S 

Sarah R 

Brooks A 

Angie 

Please contact Linda Bryk to set a 

date for coffee hour for future open 

dates. 

 (203)268-8008  

momryk@yahoo.com 

 

Apr 3 Visioning Workshop 

Apr 10 Carol & Rich Lansing 

Apr 17  

Apr 24 Mark Manning/Thrivent 

  

David Albers ...................................................... 1 
Timothy Genster ................................................ 1 
Mia Sharpe ........................................................ 2 
Reinhard Reichelt .............................................. 3 
Marjo Anderson ................................................. 4 
Bert Andren ....................................................... 8 
Miles Wilkins ...................................................... 8 
Marija Kolar ....................................................... 8 
Haydon Dubac ................................................... 8 
Kristen Kulakowski ............................................ 8 
Sarah Murphy .................................................. 10 
Carissa Gulyas ................................................ 10 
Grace Dukenski ............................................... 11 
Liz Frohrip ........................................................ 12 
Liliana Vasquez ............................................... 13 
Michelle Capozza ............................................ 14 
Linda Bryk ........................................................ 15 
Robert Chrien .................................................. 15 
Victoria Roehrich ............................................. 16 

Joseph Sokoloski ............................................. 18 
Gabriella Rosa ................................................. 19 
Barbara Davis .................................................. 20 
Richard Gannon ............................................... 22 
Domenick D’Andrea ......................................... 24 
John Watts ....................................................... 24 
Julia DeWalt ..................................................... 25 
Ian Dow ............................................................ 26 
Alan Goldbecker............................................... 30 
Tracey Wilkins .................................................. 30 
 

Condolences to Ann Martin and her family. 

Ann’s son-in-law Markus Spivak. Markus died 

February 13. 



         UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS 

Sunday, Apr 2 Easter 2; Blood Pressure Screening; LWR Kit Assembly-9:15; 
Visioning Workshop -noon 

Monday, Apr 3 Staff Support-7:00 

Wednesday, Apr 6 Bible Study-9:30; Bible Study-7:30 

Thursday, Apr 7 Choir-7:30 

Saturday, Apr 9 Men’s Breakfast-8:00 

Sunday, Apr 10 Easter 3; Evangelism-11:45 

Monday, Apr 11 Property-7:30 

Wednesday, Apr 13 Bible Study-9:30; Bible Study-7:30 

Thursday, Apr 14 Food Pantry-5:00; Choir-7:30 

Saturday, Apr 16 Spring Cleanup-9:00;  Inner-view Chat & Chew-11:00 Genesis 
1475 Noble Ave, Bridgeport; CCGB Spring Fling-6:00 United Con-
gregational Church, 877 Park Avenue, Bridgeport 

Sunday, Apr 17 Easter 4 

Monday, Apr 18 Social Ministry-6:30; Finance-6:30; Executive-7:30 

Tuesday, Apr 19 Stewardship-6:30 

Wednesday, Apr 20 Bible Study-9:30; Bible Study-7:30 

Thursday, Apr 21 Choir-7:30 

Saturday, Apr 23 Boy Scout Pasta Dinner-6:00 

Sunday, Apr 24 Easter 5 

Monday, Apr 25 Council-7:30 

Wednesday, Apr 27 Bible Study-9:30; Bible Study-7:30 

Thursday, Apr 29 Food Pantry-5:00; Choir-7:30 

  

Apr 3 
May 1 
Jun 12 
Jul TBA 

Aug TBA 

Sep 11 
Oct 9 

Nov 13 
Dec 11 

2016 Blood Pressure 
Screening Dates 

SALEM BOOK CLUB 
 

SALEM BOOK CLUB:  The March read, "Firefly 
Lane" by Kristin Hannah, will be discussed on Tues. 
April 5th. The April book selection is "Marriage of 
Opposites" by Alice Hoffman and will be discussed 

on Tues. May 3rd. The Book 
Club meets at noon on those 
days in the Salem Lounge.  Eve-
ryone welcome. Please bring 
your lunch. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study will resume 
on April 6, 2016 with a 6 week study on the 
Sunday readings from the book of Revelation. 
 

What’s Coming in May 

Sunday, May 1 - Healing Service 

Tuesday, May 3 - Book Club, 12:00; Property, 7:30 

SAVE THE DATE 
"SWING INTO SPRING"  

 
The Salem Food Pantry will be hosting a bene-
fit social for adults on Sat. May 21st  with live 
band music provided by "Sentimental Journey".  
Watch for more details forthcoming for this pan-
try fundraiser and fellowship. 

The goal of our steward-
ship ministry is to help 
God's people grow in 
their relationship with Je-
sus through the use of 
the time, talents, and fi-
nances God has entrust-
ed to them.  



As part of Get Healthy CT, you 
should know your numbers for 
blood pressure, cholesterol, 
blood sugar, and body mass 
index. On April 3, 2016 our 
parish nurses will be taking 
blood pressure readings. We 
encourage all the parishioners 
to get the blood pressure tak-
en. 

For a variety of reasons, as many as half of middle-aged and older wom-
en do not comply with their physician's orders when taking presecription 
drugs. 
 
The result can be adverse drug events which account for 700,000 emer-
gency room visits and 120,000 hospitalizationis a year. 
 
Patients often fo not tell their health care professionals all the medicines, 
including prescription, over-the-counter, and supplements, they are tak-
ing. Others don't take each medicine as prescribed, miss doses, or take 
medications more often than prescribed. 
 

What You Can Do 

 Keep an updated list of drugs, supplements, and herbal products you 
take and give to your doctor(s) including any specialist you see, at 
your next appointment. 

 Develop a system or use a drug organizer to take the right drugs at 
the right time. 

 Ask your pharmacist to help you develop the plan. 

 How much, how often, and how long the drug should be taken 

 Possible side effects. 

 Drug/food/alcohol interactions that may occur. 

 Whether drugs dould be taken on a full or empty stomach, or if they 
should be taken a certain amount of time before or after meals. 

 Different types of devices that dispense pills, and any recommenda-
tion your pharmacist may have. 

 
A drug management system that works for one person may not work for 
another. Find or create a drug management system that works for you 
and use it. It could make your life a lot easier, and perhaps, save it! 

Here are some ways to improve communication with your health care team: 
1. Remember that you are the consumer. 
2. Brind someone with you to your appointment. 
3. Prepare a list of questions beforehand. 
4. Write down your doctor's answers. 
5. If possible, tape-record your visits. 

 
To understand you doctor better: 

1. Use "I" statements like "I don't understand". 
2. Be assertive - ask specific, brief questions. 
3. If something is unclear, try repeating it back to your doctor. For example - "So you mean I should...." 

 
Questions to ask you doctor or nurse to help you understand your treatment and follow up: 

1. What are my treatment options? 
2. What is the recommended treatment? 
3. How often will I receive treatment? 
4. What are the possible side effects? 
5. What are the possible benefits and risks of this treatment? 
6. How much will my treatment cost? 
7. If I have questions during my treatment and my doctor is not available, who else can I ask? 
8. Is there any information I can read about this treatment or procedure? 
9. Is there anything else I should know? 

 
Information taken from cancercare. See www.cancercare.org 





LET US THANK THE LORD!  
(a story you may or may not have read, brought to you by Salem’s  Stewardship Team) 

  
One night I dreamed that I went to heaven and an angel was showing me around. We walked side-by-side 
into a large workroom filled with angels.   
  
My angel guide stopped in front of the first section and said, "This is the Receiving Section.  Here, all pray-
ers are received.”  I looked around this area and it was extremely busy, with many angels sorting out peti-
tions written on voluminous sheets and scraps of paper from people all over the world.   
  
Then we moved on down a long corridor until we reach the second section.  The angel said to me, "This is 
the Packaging and Delivery Section.  Here, the graces and blessings people have asked for are processed 
and delivered to the persons who asked for them."  I noticed again how busy it was there. There were 
many angels working hard at that station as so many blessings had been requested and were being pack-
aged for delivery to earth. 
  
Finally at the farthest end of the long corridor we stopped at the door of a very small station. To my great 
surprise, only one angel was seated there – seated there and apparently doing nothing.  "This is the Ac-
knowledgment Section", my angel friend quietly admitted to me.  The angel seemed somewhat embar-
rassed.  "How is it that there is no work going on here?" I asked.  "It’s sad", the angel said.  "but after peo-
ple receive the blessings that they asked for, very few send back acknowledgements.” 
 
"How does one acknowledge God's blessings?" I asked.  "Simple", the angel answered.  Just say, "Thank 
you, God!"  
  
"What blessings should I acknowledge?" I asked.  
  
"If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead, and a place to sleep, you are 
richer than most people in this world.”   
  
“If you have money in the bank, in your wallet and spare change in your pocket, you are among the wealth-
iest in the world.”   
  
“And if you are reading this on your own computer, you are part of the 40% in the world who have comput-
er and internet access and you are more blessed than over 2 billion people in the world you cannot read at 
all.” 
  
"If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you're more blessed than the many who will not 
even survive this day.”  
  
“If you've never experienced the fear of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the 
pangs of starvation, you are ahead of 700 million people in the world.”  
  
“If you can attend a church/synagogue/mosque without the fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death, 
you are envied by and more blessed than 3 billion people in the world.” 
  
“If you can hold your head up and smile, you are not the norm. You are more blessed than those in doubt 
and despair." 
 
Have a good day.  Count your blessings.   
And never forget to thank God and to thank everyone in your life for all that you’ve been given. 





Last Easter (April 5, 2015) Salem dedicated a 16ft x 8ft black cherry cross 
in our altar area.  This journey began in August 2014 when a longtime 
Salem member Garrie Schulz approached Pastor Marjo with the request 
to honor her late husband Ed  with a $10,000 gift to Salem. He had  been 
Property Chairman during the most recent  chancel remodeling. An early 
drawing of the chancel indicated that a large cross had been planned. For 
reasons not known, the large cross never became a reality. When I dis-
cussed this with Garrie, she asked if she could provide the cross. Not 
wanting to disappoint Garrie and since I was going to be given complete 
responsibility of the project by Garrie's daughter Bonnie McWain, I 
thought this would be a good fit for both of us.  For the next month, I cor-
responded with at least 8 mills from Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
New York and finally Pennsylvania. Being a woodworker hobbyist myself, 
I have always loved the warmth of cherry wood. Since domestic cherry 
only grows to 15ft tall, black cherry would be the only choice for this cross. 
Finally, I was referred to the Alderfer Lumber Co. in Mt. Pleasant Mills, Pa. 
The owner John Oliver, was excited to provide a cross for Salem. On Aug 
20, 2014, followed by the necessary paperwork, a verbal purchase order 
was drafted and our Salem Large Wooden Cross was born. The cross 
would come out of one tree with the remaining wood from the tree to be 
slabbed in 1" thickness. I bought the entire tree for $1,000. 
  
In September, 2014, I spent hours on the internet researching church 
interiors for large wooden crosses to no avail. After a sleepless night, I 
decided at 4am to return to the internet. Not only did I find a suitable 
church arrangement, but I found a church (Fairhaven Methodist Worship 
Service in Houston Texas), which had  an altar area similar to Salem's. 
  
With a little photoshop magic, the Fairhaven picture was superimposed on 
Salem's recent altar photo. It was a perfect match.  The composite photo 
was sent to Bonnie McWain for approval. She stated that the resemblance 
was fantastic and approval to go ahead was given. My prayers were an-
swered. The Alderfer Lumber Co. was notified and drawings were sent to 
them with approval to go ahead with roughing out the cross.  The cross 
was officially born.  THIS WAS THE FIRST OF GOD'S BLESSINGS. 
  
With the help of John Wilkins and Dave Albers, measurements were taken 
and 16 drawings developed.  On Sept 26, 2014, I was notified that that 
while kiln drying, severe cracking had resulted and a section of the cross 
had to be replaced. John Oliver, owner of the mill, to ease my worries 
indicated that he had located another tree in a neighbor's field with about 
the same age as the damaged one. He hoped that it was the same color 
and grain structure. His men dropped the tree that morning and proof cut 
it in the pm. To his own amazement, it was not only the same color and 
grain structure, but in the 16ft section, there were virtually no knots.  "A 
near perfect tree for your remembrance to God" he stated. He did not 
charge us more for this log than the original quoted price and gave the 
extra wood from both trees at no extra  cost to us.  THIS WAS THE SEC-
OND OF GOD'S BLESSINGS. 
  
Next I had to find an experienced cabinet-maker who could cut the notch-
es, install the mounting inserts, bevel the edges, sand, stain and apply UV 
protection to the entire cross. John Oliver's best friend Meryl Brubacker, 
owner of Custom Furniture in Pennsylvania, was that person. Drawings 
were sent to him. All conversations and correspondence went through the 
mill since they had the only telephone, E-mail, etc. The remaining months 
of 2014 and Jan 2015 were spent designing two cabinets (One for the 
original cross  and the other for the old baptism font bowl and cross).  

Also, the candle shelf and the heating enclosure beneath it were de-
signed. Mark Stauffer owner of Fine Furniture Co. was employed for these 
fabrications. 
  
On Feb 16, 2016, my son Paul and I made an inspection trip to the mill in 
Pa. It was the coldest day of the year (4 degrees). By the time we arrived 
at the mill in mid-morning, the temperature had risen to 10 degrees and 
remained at that temperature throughout the rest of the day. However it 
was a very rewarding day as I had finally met with the participants of the 
project. The mill was unheated and we had to wear gloves to check meas-
urements of the cross to prevent our skin from sticking to the cold wood 
surface. These mill persons were so gracious and could not be more help-
ful. The cabinets, the candle shelf and additional cherry cross were beau-
tiful and correct to all drawing measurements. My son asked the mill own-
er John Oliver "How could Meryl and Mark, the two wood craftsmen 
charge so little for such beautiful furniture"? His answer-"Because they 
are Mennonites who live by God's grace and only charge what is equita-
ble for their work" 
  
Delivery was set for Mar 21, 2015. Arrangements for trucking were made. 
I expressed a desire to pay them for their work. Their answer-"We trust 
you. We can wait until the furniture is delivered". Note - we were talking of 
a cost of  approximately $4,000.  ANOTHER ONE OF GOD'S BLESS-
ING? 
  
On Feb 26, 2015, I enlisted the services of Pedowitz Machine Movers to 
erect the cross. The son of the owner, A. J. Conti quoted me a price of 
$1200 to transport the cross from the delivery truck, assemble the cross, 
attach the back cross lighting, and attach the cross to its mounting brack-
ets. In addition, the altar had to be moved and lowered, and tile and car-
pet flooring had to be protected. During our conversation A.J. revealed to 
me that he had just come out of the hospital where he had major surgery 
for Crohn's Disease. On Feb 28, 2015, I received a call from A.J. that he 
had discussed the project with his father and A.J. informed me that there 
would not be any billing of the $1200 to do the aforementioned work. This 
was his personal thanks to God that he made it successfully through the 
surgery.  ANOTHER ONE OF GOD'S BLESSINGS? 
  
The month of Mar 2015 was spent on installation: the cross mounting 
brackets by Dave Albers, the drapery by Sarah Murphy, and the drapery 
cornice Dave Albers and John Wilkins.  Thanks to Garrie Schultz gener-
ous gift of the $10,000 and the volunteer time of all involved in this project, 
only $9,000 of the total $10,000 gift was spent. With the permission of the 
Schultz's, the remaining $1,000 was used to complete the inside and out-
side handicap ramps. 
  
Now that this fantastic cross journey is completed and we have had a year 
to enjoy the presence of this large wooden cross, I invite you to complete 
another journey. That of completing the C.A.T. portion of the Visioning 
program. On April 3, 2016, the Sunday after Easter, we will hold a work-
shop for "Strategic Directions For Mission".  Please join us in this very 
important meeting. 
  
A Very Happy Easter Season To All 
Bill Winter 

The Journey of Our Large Wooden Cross 



Dear Pastor, 
Thank you for your support of World Vision with your youth 
group's recent participation in the 30 Hour Famine. This 
year, nearly 200,000 young people will go without food for 
30 hours sothat others don't have to. Please accept our 
sincere thanks toyou, your staff, your congregation and 
your youth group for their part in helping to alleviate gloabl 
hunger. 
 
This year, World Vision's 30 Hour Famine is celebrating its 
25th year. 25 years of helping to feed and care for children 
and families in need. Thanks to churches like yours, it's 
working. 25 years ago, the number of children dying each 
day from preventable causes wa 40,000. Today, that num-
ber is closer to 17,000. People are literally alive today 
thanks to the generosity of churches like yours. 
 
We sent a similar letter to your youth leader, Katie, and let 
them know how proud we are to partner with them to help 
feed and care for children. If you didn't see 30hourfam-
ine.org/ekai over the Famine weekend, we hope that you'll 
take two minutes to watch it now. It's children like Ekai, a 
12 year-old from Kenya, that we're helping to have a better 
life. On behalf of children like Ekai, thank you for support-

30 Hour Famine 
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STORIES OF FAITH IN ACTION 

Radio Show Brings Laughter, More People 
Everett Erickson and members of New Frontier Luther-
an would fit into any congregation in Minnesota—they 
hold pancake breakfasts, debate about the duties of 
head usher and deal with the usual drama of planning 
events. But Erickson and his fellow church members 
from Midtown, Minn., aren’t real—they’re characters in 
a radio show created by Diamond Lake Lutheran 
Church in Minneapolis. 
 
The “New Frontier Lutheran Radio Hour,” led by local 
theater critic and reporter Graydon Royce, is performed 
live in front of a packed room of church and non-church 
members at Diamond Lake each month. Described as 
both a variety program and a worship service, each 
show features music, a monologue by Royce, a guest 
interview and humorous skits that revolve around the 
church life of New Frontier members. “The idea was to 
show people themselves and the kinds of things that 
really happen in church,” Royce said. 
 
The show came about after Mark Orvick, a pastor of 
Diamond Lake, began looking for an alternative service 
that might appeal to those less interested in traditional, 
liturgical forms of worship. When Orvick proposed the 
idea of doing a live show, Royce suggested a radio-
style program instead.Royce initially came up with the 
idea for New Frontier Lutheran Church in the mid-90s 
and wrote a column about it called “One Pew Over” for 
The Bond, the former magazine of Lutheran Brother-
hood (now Thrivent Financial). 
 
Now Royce and his 12-person team—the majority of 
whom are Diamond Lake members—get to bring these 
characters to life in front of a studio audience. Afterward 
they upload the recording onto the church’s website 
(www.dllc.org) and iTunes as a podcast.“I’m a really 
strong believer of using theater in church,” Royce said. 
“I think it’s a tool that the church doesn’t use enough.” 
He said the theater and church share a common goal: 
both seek to bring people together for an experience 
that is transformative and spiritual. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The show seems to achieve that goal with its audience. 
It now replaces the church’s second service at 11 a.m. 
once a month. “It’s started to take on a life of its own,” 
said Robb Bass, a cast member. “It’s part of the life-
blood of the church now and a source of pride.” “The 
show appeals to anyone who is part of a community 
and has worked with the absurdities that come up when 
working with different personalities,” said Sara Peper, 
coordinator of member engagement at Diaond Lake. 
“Being able to laugh at ourselves brings us together. 
Our mission is ‘Inviting All People to a Life in Christ.’ If 
we can appeal to different groups, we’re reaching that 
mission.” 
 

The show has also given them the chance to attract 
younger generations, such as millennials, to the church. 
“They don’t necessarily worship like the older genera-
tion that was raised in the church,” Orvick said. 
“Millennials like more variety in their worship diet. We’re 
finding out that something like this—which has a story—
is attracting them.” 
 
Orvick and Royce agree that they would love to see 
others replicate the show’s model. Orvick said he would 
like to see it performed for other congregations or synod 
events since any ELCA gathering would be composed 
of their target audience. 
 
Orvick said, “Our goal was always to provide another 
experience. And who’s to define what worship is? If you 
come and have a good time and hear something that’s 
moving for you, well that’s worship.” 
 
For more information, contact Sara Peper at 
sara.peper@dllc.org. 

For more Stories of Faith in Action, visit 
www.livinglutheran.com. 

Do you have a story to share? 
E-mail us at stories@elca.org. 

http://www.livinglutheran.com/


Lent  
Allison Westerhoff is an ELCA missionary living in South 
Africa. In the midst of the Lenten season, Allison reflects 
on what this time means to her as she is across the 
globe serving. “Today I was reminded that I am dust, but 
in 40 days I will be reminded that I am a Child of God, 
saved through grace, and given new life through Jesus’ 
resurrection. Let us look at the next forty days as a way 
to remember that we are both insignificant, and com-
pletely irreplaceable in the body of Christ.”  
 
International Women's Day 
On March 8, our church celebrated International Wom-
en’s Day with prayers, sharing and giving. In particular, 
we lifted up the ELCA’s International Women Leaders 
initiative as a way to honor this day. Thanks to Always 
Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, we have 
the opportunity to provide an additional 200 women from 
ELCA global companion churches with scholarships and 
educational opportunities. Through the end of March, we 
have matching funds, up to $100,000. The ELCA is 
boldly investing in the education and future of women, 
and we would love for you to join us! To have your gift 
matched dollar for dollar, click here!  
 
Women United  
What happens when a group of Lutheran women come 
together in the Central African Republic? Susan Smith is 
serving as a missionary in the Central African Republic, 
and in her most recent blog she shares a story of a local 
church meeting that brought together women from 10 
Lutheran congregations. The gathering was not only a 
time for celebration, dancing, and singing, it was also a 
way to organize together to raise money for a project 
that will help to benefit everyone. Click here to learn 
about the ways in which they celebrated and raised 
funds. 
 
Generosity 
Brynn Wiessner, a Young Adult in Global Mission, is 
serving in Madagascar. There, she’s been touched by 
numerous encounters that have left her grateful, awe-
struck and reflective. Furthermore, this year has helped 
her realize the ways in which her definition of 
“generosity”’ has grown and deepened. In her recent 
blog post, Brynn tells stories of generosity. From these 
moments, she’s learned the true meaning of giving and 
service.  
 

Photo diary 
Recently a group of ELCA donors traveled to Cambodia 
to see the work that the ELCA helps support, including 
the Lutheran Church in Cambodia, Life With Dignity, the 
Young Adults in Global Mission program that places vol-
unteers with these organizations, and some long-term 
missionaries. We are sharing images from this trip. Fol-
low the journey and stay up to date on these photo dia-
ries on our Facebook page.  
 
New church in South Sudan  
As part of ongoing work to bring peace and reconcilia-
tion in South Sudan, the ELCA and local partners broke 
ground on a new Lutheran center and clinic in the na-
tion's capital, Juba, at the end of last year. The Lutheran 
center and clinic, which serves as the launching point for 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church Africa Mission in South 
Sudan, will be a place of worship, learning, health care 
and healing for people of many ethnic and religious 
backgrounds. Support this project here. The March is-
sue of The Lutheran magazine also has an article about 
this important work.  
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