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“Six Words” 

 

Why are we here? 

If you’ve worshipped at Salem before, you’ve heard us recite our mission statement; 

In fact, if I asked you all to recite it right now from memory, I’m confident that you could do so. 

 

One of the first steps in any visioning or strategic planning process  

 is to take a look at the organization’s mission,  

 and often in times of cultural shift, the organization discovers that its mission needs to change. 

That’s why our consultant had us spend time looking at our mission statement.   

What she didn’t understand at the time was that Salem’s mission statement is not only inspired and current,  

 it has become part of our DNA. 

Occasionally we’ve been told our mission statement is too long,  

 but I’ve always believed that a mission statement should be long enough to be inclusive and clear. 

If you want something really short, you’re talking, not about a mission statement, but a tag line:  like 

 “Just do it!” (Nike, 1988), “It’s the real thing!” (Coke, 1970) or “You’re in good hands” (All State, 1950s). 

We not only have an amazing mission statement, but I’d argue that we have a tag line, too –  

  right there within the mission statement itself. 

 Try it.   

 Recall our mission statement, or look at it on page 6 in your bulletin, and sum it up in 6 words. 

 I’ll give you 30 seconds…. 

 My guess is that you probably came up with something like this:  “sharing joy through praise and service”.  

 Yes? 

Well, that’s not only our tag line, it’s our core purpose, which is what I want to talk about today.   

 

For the last several years,  I and 4 other Lutheran pastors from our conference  

 have attended a free lunch and lecture each month at Yale Divinity School, 

  sponsored by the Youth Ministry Initiative, in cooperation with the  Yale Center for Faith and Culture. 

 While the lectures are ostensibly about youth ministry, they’re about much more than that – 

  they’re about the future of the church. 

This year, I’m particularly intrigued because the theme is identical to our core purpose here at Salem: JOY. 

This month the lecture was on one of the pre-requisites for joy:  the quality of RESILIENCE or  

 “the capacity of a system, enterprise, or person to maintain its core purpose and integrity  

  in the face of dramatically changed circumstances and adversity”
i
. 

That’s our task here, right?  to maintain our core purpose in the face of dramatically changed circumstances. 

 

It was also Jesus’ task in our gospel for today.   

 Circumstances were dramatically changing –  

  after enjoying 3 years as one of the most popular teachers and healers in the country,  

   his life was now in danger.  He was on Herod’s hit list! 

 If you recall, Jesus was heading towards Jerusalem, 

  and some Pharisees –  

   usually seen as Jesus’ nemesis, but here actually acting out of concern for him –  

    warn him that if he continues towards Jerusalem, he’ll risk death. 

So, what is Jesus to do?   

 Turn back and save himself  

  so that he can continue doing the same kind of life-giving ministry he’s been doing?   

 Or forge on ahead and risk losing it all? 

What is he to do?  And how is he to decide? 



Listen to his reply:  
32

…"Listen, I am [going to go on with my work] casting out demons & performing cures  

 today and tomorrow, and on the third day … 

 and  
33

Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way…[to] Jerusalem.’ 

“His response ‘I must go on to Jerusalem’ was not a new commitment in his life and ministry,  

 it was simply the continuation of his core purpose, 

  established even as a boy when he said to his parents,  

   ‘Do you not know that… I must do my Father’s work?’ 

 It was his commitment throughout the early years of his ministry, 

  a commitment which grew even stronger as he set his face toward Jerusalem and the Cross. 
 

That in a sense is what the Lenten season is all about.   

 It focuses upon Jesus, with his face set towards Jerusalem. 

 And it focuses upon every follower of Christ  

  because at some point in the life of every one of us there is a Jerusalem  

   where we are being called to face the ultimate test of our own discipleship.”
ii
 

I am convinced that what gave Jesus the courage to continue this dangerous journey  

 while continuing to share joy with those to whom he ministered 

  was that he was able to maintain his core purpose:  trusting God with his entire being. 
 

What was true for Jesus is also true for us.   

 We, too, both as individuals and as a congregation, are called to our own Jerusalems,  

  to an unknown future filled with fear & danger & risk but also with faith & opportunity & new life 

 So what will keep us moving ahead? 

 What will make us resilient in the face of dramatic change? 

 What will give us joy in the journey? 
 

Smith Magazine, a U.S.-based online magazine devoted to storytelling, 

 is famous for challenging people –  

  celebrities, athletes, movie stars, politicians, tv personalities, and ordinary people like you and me –  

   to put together 6 words – not 5, not 7 – 6 words that encapsulate their lives. 

  So for instance, Stephen Colbert turned in “Well, I thought it was funny”.   

Companies have discovered this is a great way to get to their key purpose;  

 and now organizations are using this process to get to their core mission, 

 and individuals are using it to get to their core purpose.   
 

You could write Israel’s as “The Lord your God is One”. 

You could write Jesus’ as “Love God with your whole self”. 

You could write Luther’s as “We’re justified by faith thru grace”. 

As I said above, Salem’s could be expressed as “Share joy through praise and service”. 
 

But what about you?  

Take a moment right now and write down your core purpose.  6 words; no more, no less. 
 

Now take that piece of paper and put it in your pocket, and keep it with you the rest of this Lenten season.   

Read it every morning and every evening.   

Keep it in mind as you plan your day, and decide how to spend your time. 

Allow it to guide your interactions with family & friends, people at school & at work & everyone else you meet.   

Let it be your compass on your journey to your Jerusalem,  

 a compass which gives you confidence and courage  that you are headed in the right direction, 

  to that place to which God is calling you.  

May your six words guide you, may God go with you and may you find joy in the journey.  Amen  
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 adapted from Andrew Zolli and Ann Marie Healy 
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