
What Would Jesus Do? Ray Lansing 
 
The Temptation of Jesus immediately follows his baptism in the River Jordon.  Put yourself in Jesus’ 
shoes, or sandals as it may be.  Imagine it then, and imagine it now. 
 
At his baptism he had cool waters of the Jordan 

 now the barren desert wilderness 
Then there were was huge crowds;  

now solitude and silence 
At his baptism the Spirit rested on him like a dove; 

now the Spirit leads Him into the wilderness. 
At his baptism the voice of the Father in heaven calling Him his "Beloved Son";  

now the voice of Satan the tempter. 
 

Our text says, He was led by the Sprit in the wilderness, where for 40 days he was tempted by the devil 

by a series of tests. It says He ate nothing and was famished. 

With the 1st temptation, the Devil challenges Jesus to turn a stone into bread.  Now understand later on, 

this is the same Jesus who will turn water into wine because his mother says so.  But he will not turn 

stone to bread if Satan says so.  Eating bread of course is not a sin, it would be on how it was obtained.  

He was being tested through his strengths, his gifts.  Could his supernatural gifts become a trap?  What if 

he used those gifts on the cross.  He didn’t.  When that time came, He already past that test.  So He 

resisted the Devil with scripture.  A way we could understand. And he eventually died for us, in a way we 

can understand.  Because through Jesus, God lets us know, God gets us. 

His 2nd test, Satan offers him the kingdoms of the world.  There must be a truth about Satan having 

some level of authority over the kingdoms of the world.  Or it would not have been a test.  That 

authority, as the Hebrews would have understood, would have gone back to the time of Adam and Eve.  

When mankind first fell to Satan’s temptations. But Jesus knows, there are no quick and easy solutions 

to the world’s problems.  There must have been a higher price to pay for us by giving into Satan’s 

request.  And Jesus knew it.  Jesus also knew the first commandment, ‘You shall have no other gods’.  

And again, Jesus responded in a way we can understand.  Because through Jesus, God lets us know, God 

gets us. 

With the 3rd test, the Devil takes a play from Jesus, and uses scripture too, of course twisting it a bit.  

Using a Psalm meant to encourage, but the Devil using it to deceive.  Using it to play into any doubts 

Jesus might have.  Would angels really catch him?  If they didn’t, he wouldn’t be who he thought he was.  

But!  What if they did? What a sight it would be for Jesus to jump off a temple and have angels catch 

him.  There would be no doubt of Jesus’ divinity.  Why suffer on the cross, when you can just reveal 

yourself as the Son of God in spectacular fashion.  We can’t manipulate God, and neither would Jesus.  

Humbleness of faith wins out, in a way we understand. Because through Jesus, God lets us know, God 

gets us. 

 

Temptation itself is not a sin. Jesus was tempted too.  It is giving into to a temptation that takes us away 

from God, which is the concern.  If your faith assumes God is always with us, there will always be a way 

with God’s will. 


