
Each spring, as the earth begins to come alive again, the 
season of Lent gives Christians the same opportunity.  As 
the dry leaves from autumn decay and rot under the winter 
snows, we begin the season with words of the ultimate de-
cay, “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall re-
turn”, as ashes are traced on our foreheads in the shape of 
an instrument of death.  
  

But just as winter gives way to a new spring, so we, too, 
journey through Lent from death to life, and in that process, 
we are transformed.  Well, that’s the idea, anyway. 
  

While the transformation of the earth occurs naturally, auto-
matically even, it is not so with humans.  We have been giv-
en free will which means we can allow God to transform us, 
but we can also dig in our heels and resist change.  This 
process of transformation is the heart of our mission here at 
Salem.  “We are a community of Christian disciples, called 
by the Holy Spirit.  In response to God’s transforming 
love, we share our joy through praise and service.”  Trans-
formed lives – that’s what we’re about.  That’s the “saint” 
part of the saint/sinner paradox of our lives. 
  

But there’s that “sinner” 
part that sometimes gets in 
the way.  In the words of 
our confession, “we are in 
bondage to sin and cannot 
free ourselves”.  So how 
do we get free from those 
bonds?  How do we let 
God in to accomplish this 
miraculous transformation? 
  

One of the themes of Lent 
gives us a clue.  Lent is 
about baptism, about wa-
ter.  And what is more eas-
ily transformed than water?  
It condenses, evaporates, 

freezes, melts, flows, fills.  It’s constantly adapting to its envi-
ronment – as it becomes steam, then water, than ice.  Lao 
Tzu, Chinese philosopher and founder of Taoism writes:  
“Nothing in the world is more flexible and yielding than wa-
ter.  Yet…none can withstand it….  So the flexible over-
comes the adamant, the yielding overcomes the forceful.” 
  

Without our full-time church musician, God is giving us lots 
of practice at being flexible this year!  We are constantly be-
ing challenged to adapt.  And Lent is no exception.  For at 
least 35 years, Salem has been participating in a Midweek 
Lenten round-robin, which has been planned by the pastors 
of the 5 congregations.  Because of pastoral vacancies, 
there are only 2 congregations with pastoral staff this year, 
so again, God has given us the opportunity to adapt, and so 
grow in our flexibility and our strength.  
  

This year you will have 2 opportunities for mid-week Lenten 
worship.  Remember last year’s “dinner church”?  Well this 
year, we will gather from 11:30-12:30 on Wednesdays (2/17, 
24, 3/2, 9 & 16) at Salem in the lounge for “lunch church”.  
Bring a lunch, and we’ll enjoy worship & fellowship as we 
weave lunch and liturgy together. 
  

If lunchtime doesn’t work for you, you can join us at 7 pm on 
Wednesdays at Our Saviour’s, 160 Hill Farm Road, Fairfield, 
for spoken evening prayer on 2/17, 3/9 and 3/16, for sung 
evening prayer led by their children’s choir on 2/24, and for a 
choral reflection on various settings of Lamb of God on 3/2.  
The Salem choir may even be joining that of Our Saviour’s 
for the latter.  
  

As we enter this season of Lent, let’s open our hearts and 
minds to the transforming power of God’s love.  As we prac-
tice adaptability and flexibility, God will change us, strength-
ening us for the journey. 
 

Blessings be yours, 
Pastor Marjo 
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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3160 Park Avenue 

Bridgeport, Connecticut  06604 
Phone (203) 336-3300    Fax (203) 336-8813 

Website -  www.salembridgeport.org 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Worship Schedule 
8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. September 13, 2015 

through June 5, 2016 
 

9:15 a.m. June 12, 2016 through September 4, 
2016 

 

Education Schedule 
9:15 a.m. Adult Forum, Sunday School and  

Confirmation Class September 13, 2015 thru 
June 5, 2016 

 
 

Salem’s Staff 
 

The Rev. Marjo Anderson, Pastor 
Cell Phone (203) 982-3441 
marjoanderson@aol.com 

 

Elizabeth Frohrip, Associate in Ministry 
Home Phone (203) 683-7460 
salemaim123@sbcglobal.net 

 

 Karl Kraft, Office Manager 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300 
salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

 

Jennifer Reyes, Sexton 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300, ext. 10 

John Bryk (President) Social Ministry 268-8008 

Rich Lansing (Vice-President) Evangelism 367-5040 

Frank Dukenski (Secretary) Finance 268-0520 

Richard Kenyon (Treasurer)                             Finance 372-2048 

Katie Adams Education 502-1003 

Liz Bales Worship & Music 283-0534 

Mary Anne Caragol Staff Support 521-3752 

Dale Danowski Finance 925-0359 

Nancy Headford Stewardship 870-9920 

Steve Kuczo Staff Support 384-8226 

Miles Wilkins Youth 371-7411 

Tracy Wilkins Youth 371-7411 

Bill Winter Property 877-7300 

   

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month 

unless otherwise noted in the monthly calendar. 

 

Next deadline date is February 15th  for the  

March issue! 

 

Email submissions to 

salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNTIES 

 Council of Churches Programs 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Project Learn After-School Tutoring  

 Community Suppers 

 Youth Workcamps 

 Food and Clothing Collections 

 Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts 

 12-Step Groups 

 CROP Walk 

 Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Chocolate 

 Disaster Relief Fund-raisers 

 

Looking Ahead 
There’s some snow on the ground and you may 
have to scrap your windshield in the mornings, but 
it’s not to early to plan ahead. It’s time to think 
BASEBALL!! In particular, 
Salem’s Family Night at the 
Ballpark.  Plan to bring 
your family, friends, and 
neighbors to a fun night of 
baseball and fireworks. The 
date is Saturday, July 23, 
2016 for a 6:00 game be-
tween the Bridgeport Bluefish and the New Britain 
Bees. The cost is $15 per seat with any profit going 
to Salem’s Food Pantry. For more information con-
tact Rich Lansing (203) 367-5040 or Reinie Lange 
(203) 366-8413. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
3:00 Project Learn 

7:00 Staff Support 

  Presentation of Jesus 
9:30 Pastors Stewardship 

         Group 

3:00 Project Learn 

7:30 Property 

3 
9:30 Bible Study 

3:00 Project Learn 

 

4 
3:00 Project Learn 

 

5 
3:00 Project Learn 

6  
9:00-3:00 

Synod Visioning 

Workshop, Trinity 

LC, Worcester, 

MA 

 Transfiguration 

Boy Scout Sunday 

8:15 Worship 

9:00 Boy Scout Breakfast 

9:15 Learning Hour 

10:30 Worship 

8 
3:00 Project Learn 

6:30 Social Ministry 

 
 

9 
9:30 Pericope Study Group 

3:00 Project Learn 

6:00 Youth Mardi Gras 

         Pancake Supper 

7:30 Stewardship 

10Ash Wednesday 
9:30 Bible Study 

3:00 Project Learn 

7:30 Worship 

 

 

11 
3:00 Project Learn 

5:00 Food Pantry 

 

12 
 

 

 

13 
8:00 Men’s 

        Breakfast 

14 Lent 1 

8:15 Worship/Healing 

9:15 Learning Hour  

10:30 Worship/Healing 

11:30 Semi-Annual 

           Meeting 

11:45 Evangelism 

15  President’s Day 

6:30 Finance 

7:30 Executive 

16 
9:30 Pericope Study Group 

 

17 
9:30 Bible Study 

3:00 Project Learn 

18 

3:00 Project Learn 

 

19 
3:00 Project Learn 

20 
Innerview Chat & 

     Chew 

21 Lent 2 

8:15 Worship 

9:15 Learning Hour 

9:15 Choir 

10:30 Worship 

12:00 Visioning Team 

22  
3:00 Project Learn 

7:30 Council 

23   
9:30 Pericope Study Group 

3:00 Project Learn 

 

 

24 
9:30 Bible Study 

3:00 Project Learn 

 

 

 

25  

3:00 Project Learn 

5:00 Food Pantry 

 

26  
3:00 Project Learn 

 
 

27  
9:00-3:00 Synod 

Stewardship  Wkshp, 
Concordia,Manchester 

28 Lent 3 

8:15 Worship 

9:15 Learning Hour 

10:30 Worship 

         

 

29 
3:00 Project Learn 

     

 December 2014 

Salem Lutheran Church 

Community Room 

 Sun 6:45  SLAA  

 Mon 7:30  Boy Scouts 

 Tue 7:00  STEP 

 Wed 6:30  Girl Scouts 

  Fri 6:30  Girl Scouts 

 February 2016 

Salem Lutheran Church 

Youth 30 Hour Famine 



SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

February, 2016 

 Feb 7 Feb 10 

Ash Wednesday 

Feb 14 Feb 21 Feb 28 

Communion 

Minister (8:15) 
Nancy Headford  

Grace & Frank 

Dukenski 
Ian Dow Nancy Headford 

      

Assisting 

Minister 
Bruce Tomasko Anita Papp Rich Kenyon Miles Wilkins Steve Kuczo 

Lector/Communion 

Minister 

Paul Baronavski II 

Jon Baronavski 
 Paul Baronavski   

Altar 

Fellowship 

Nancy D’Andrea 

Emily Sokoloski 
 

Nancy D’Andrea 

Emily Sokoloski 

Jean Larson 

Diane Tomasko 

Jean Larson 

Diane Tomasko 

Ushers 

Rich Lansing 

Carol Lansing 

David Lazarini 

Tashana Rose 

Ray Anderson 

Eileen Anderson 

Ashley Baronavski 

Paul Baronavski 

Jon Baronavski 

Joe Bales 

John Bryk 

Michael Caragol 

Justin Claus 

Ray Lansing 

Alan Goldbecker 

Judy Goldbecker 

Lisa Goldbecker 

Tom Larson 

Rich Lansing 

Carol Lansing 

David Lazarini 

Tashana Rose 

Acolytes/ 

Crucifer 

Book Bearer 

Jonathon Rosa 

Noah Lansing/ 

Elijah Caragol 

Miles Wilkins 

Sara Stortstrom/ 

Evan Lansing 

Kaitlyn Rosa 

Jonathon Rosa/ 

Ashley Rosa 

Clara Horton 

Elijah Caragol/ 

Kate Horton 

Miles Wilkins 

Noah Lansing/ 

Eliana Llanos 

Flowers 

Given By 
Liz & Joe Bales     

Coffee Hour Boy Scouts     

Tellers 
Bert Andren 

Frank Dukenski 
 

John Bryk 

Jean Larson 

Tracey Wilkins 

Miles Wilkins 

Katie Adams 

Rich Kenyon 

Greeters      



The following people have asked for 

healing, help, guidance or comfort.  

 
Joan B. 

Marge S. 

Barbara B. 

Sam B.,  

Erick D. 

Grace D. 

Bob H. 

Dennis H. 

Sylvitha 

Jay 

Jinny L. 

Mike R. 

Pete S. 

Manny M. 

Jane M. 

Jana B 

Maurena W 

William S 

Daphne B 

Peter K 

Bobby W 

Anna 

Barbara L 

James S 

Sarah R 

Brooks A 

Angie 

Please contact Linda Bryk to set a 

date for coffee hour for future open 

dates. 

 (203)268-8008  

momryk@yahoo.com 

 

Feb 7 Boy Scouts 

Feb 14  

Feb 21  

Feb 28  

  

Roberta Bellows ...................................... 1 
Dan Foth .................................................. 1 
Hailey Dewalt ........................................... 3 
Keith Murphy ........................................... 3 
Brian Gannon ........................................ 11 
Clara Horton .......................................... 13 
Kerry Schulz .......................................... 13 
Bill Winter .............................................. 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Gulyas ..................................... 13 
Ann Martin ............................................. 14 
Carol Lansing ........................................ 16 
Talisha Burrus ....................................... 17 
Audrey Anderson .................................. 19 
Carin Gannon ........................................ 19 
Candice Aiken ....................................... 26 
Judy Albers ........................................... 26 
Katie Adams .......................................... 27 
Katie Hooper ......................................... 27 
Aleks Stortstrom .................................... 28 
Tom Foth ............................................... 29 

Healthy Backpacks 
 
Salem provides backpacks filled with healthy snacks for Pro-
ject Learn students. The Project Learn students receive their 
backpacks every two weeks when the Food Pantry is open. 
 
Right now there are 10 students. The number of students 
usually increases to 18 by the end of the school year. Each 
backpack costs about $10 per time. 
 
We also bring backpacks to the Community Supper. There 
are about 5 children at the suppers. 
 
The healthy snacks for the backpacks are individual servings 
without peanuts or nuts. Suggested donations of healthy 
snack for the packs are 
 
 8 oz cartons of 1% milk 
 6.7 oz fruit juice boxes 
 7.5 oz cans of ravioli, spaghetti, mac & cheese, or soup 
 1.9 oz oatmeal bags 
 1 oz boxes of cereal 
 1.5 oz crackers with or without cheese 
 1 oz boxes of raisins 
 4 oz mixed fruits or apple sauce 
 1.5 oz of pretzels 
 
Please see Carol Lansing, Helen Nordvall, or Joe Bales if you 
are interested in making a donation to out backpack project. 



         UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS 

Monday, Feb 1 Staff Support - 7:00 

Tuesday, Feb 2 Property - 7:30 

Saturday, Feb 6 Synod Visioning Workshop, Trinity Lutheran, 73 Lancaster St, 
Worcester, MA - 9:00-3:00 

Sunday, Feb 7 Transfiguration; Boy Scout Sunday; Boy Scout Breakfast - 9:00 

Monday, Feb 8 Social Ministry - 6:30 

Tuesday, Feb 9 Youth Mardi Gras Pancake Supper - 6:00; Stewardship - 7:30 

Wednesday, Feb 10 Ash Wednesday; Worship - 7:30 

Thursday, Feb 11 Food Pantry - 5:00 

Saturday, Feb 13 Men’s Breakfast - 8:00 

Sunday, Feb 14 Lent 1; Semi-Annual Meeting - 11:30 

Monday, Feb 15 Presidents Day; OFFICE CLOSED; Finance - 6:30;  
Executive - 7:30 

Saturday, Feb 20 Innerview Chat & Chew 

Sunday, Feb 21 Lent 2; Visioning - 12:00 

Monday, Feb 22 Council - 7:30 

Thursday, Feb 25 Food Pantry - 5:00 

Friday, Feb 26 - 
   Saturday, Feb 27 

Youth’s 30 Hour Famine - 6:00 Friday evening through 6:00 Satur-
day evening 

Saturday, Feb 27 Synod Stewardship Workshop, Concordia Lutheran, 40 Pitkin St, 
Manchester, CT - 9:00-3:30 

Sunday, Feb 28 Lent 3 

Feb 7 
Mar 13 
Apr 10 
May 1 
Jun 12 
Jul TBA 

Aug TBA 
Sep 11 
Oct 9 

Nov 13 
Dec 11 

2016 Blood Pressure 
Screening Dates 

SALEM BOOK CLUB 
 

Salem Book Club will meet on February 2 and 
will review "The Light We Cannot See" by Antho-
ny Doerr. We meet at noon in the Salem Lounge.  
New members are welcome for discussion.  
Please bring your lunch. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study will not meet 
in Lent  but will resume on March 30, 2016 
with a 6 week study on the Sunday readings 
from the book of Revelation. 
 

What’s Coming in March 

Tuesday, March 1 - Property, 7:30 

Sunday, March 6 - Chili Cook Off 

Thursday, March 10 - Food Pantry 

SAVE THE DATE 
"SPRING FLING"  

 
The Salem Food Pantry will be hosting a 
"Spring Fling" Social for adults on Sat. May 
21st  with live band music provided by 
"Sentimental Journey".  Watch for more details 
forthcoming for this pantry fundraiser and fel-
lowship. 



Salem Lutheran Church 

 

 

Scout Sunday Service 

February 7th, 2016 
Continuing the tradition of Scouting in the USA 

Boy Scout Troop 103 at 

Salem Lutheran Church, 3160 Park Ave, Bridgeport, CT 06604 

Invites Scouts and their families to a Scout Sunday Service 

Breakfast Buffet and Omelet Station starting at 9:00am (Donation $10) 

Drawing for NY Style Cheesecake and Cross Shaped Cake 

Worship service at 10:30am 

Fellowship with coffee and snacks after service 

All are welcome – individual Scouts, Families and Troops 

To help us with planning, please RSVP (Troop # and number of participants) if you’d like to join us: 
Bonnie Baronavski #203 615-2090 or moms4kids@optonline.net 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://thumbs.ebaystatic.com/d/l120/m/mc3fJd4WYrqTSDcRklZQgOw.jpg&imgrefurl=http://m.ebay.com/itm/261734111534&h=106&w=120&tbnid=Lp_BWRzJ63YZeM:&docid=Gfw9kF-4o7XZYM&itg=1&ei=Xj1wVrXoLMe7-AGykZa4DA&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwi1j7


 

What Motivates YOU to Give??  
 

We’re guessing it’s not the church budget. Budgets are tools that help financial leaders do their work in 

the church. They provide vital information for planning in the church. Budgets can enable congrega-

tional leaders to be faithful in their stewardship of the church's resources. What budgets cannot do, 

however, is motivate the majority of people to give. A surprisingly small percentage of the American 

population can read and understand a line-item budget. Too many churches pass out copies of the an-

nual budget, believing that they have communicated important information. Upon closer examination, it 

becomes clear that very little communication has occurred. People do not give to budgets. They give 

less from the head than from the heart. People give to other people, to needs, to causes — to things 

that make a difference in peoples’ lives. Budgets miss these key targets.  

Most of what is contained in a line-item budget is of little interest to the majority of people who attend 

our churches. Most people who are going to give to the church will give a certain amount to support 

the institution. People realize that there are costs to maintain the building, pay the insurance and utili-

ties, and to support the pastor. They give to the mission and ministry of the church. If they are going to 

give anything more, the church needs to answer a basic question: "Give me one good reason why I 

should?" 

The narrative budget is one way to give people a good reason. It focuses less on the numbers and 

more on what the numbers accomplish. 

A Narrative Budget is sometimes called a Ministry Based Budget. Either way it is a representation of 

the line item budget in simple, easy-to-read descriptive terms. It transforms a line item of money and 

expenses into an exciting and enlivening picture of the ministries of your congregation. 

Research studies indicate churches often fail to communicate the value of the ministries they provide 

and the changes occurring in personal lives through ministries. The impact of donations to ministry is 

often unreported. Contributors, therefore, have a limited understanding of the use of their gifts of rela-

tionship with those receiving ministry benefits. 

A line item budget is an effective tool for the committee on finance to manage financial resources. It is 

not an effective means for interpreting those ministries or their impact. On the other hand, the narrative 

budget helps members of the congregation understand what the church is doing in worship, learning, 

evangelism, social ministry, mission and outreach. It is the connecting link between the giver and the 

congregation's ministries. A well-composed narrative budget will educate and inspire everyone. 

In December, Salem purchased the “Toolkit” (narrative budget software) from Partners For Sacred 

Places. With this software, Lauren Nordvall and Bill Winter have begun the process of building the Sa-

lem Narrative Budget. 



If you have just gone on Medicare you can have a free 

medicare wellness visit. This visit will create a personal-

ized prevention plan for you. For more information ask 

your doctor about this program or contact Jennifer 

Dzney from St Vincent's Physician Support Services. Call 

(203) 382-2389 and leave a voice mail message 

Medicare Wellness Visit 

As part of Get Healthy CT, you 
should know your numbers for 
blood pressure, cholesterol, 
blood sugar, and body mass 
index. On February 7, 2016 
our parish nurses will be taking 
blood pressure readings. We 
encourage all the parishioners 
to get the blood pressure tak-
en. 

Hypertension 
 
As you may know, Salem's parish nurses are available to take your blood pressure once a month, usually the 2nd 
Sunday from 9:00 to 12:30 or so. We do this because it is an important number for you to know. High blood pres-
sure or hypertension usually has no signs or symptoms but over time can damage many parts of your body. Con-
sequences include: 
 
1. Stroke: hypertension increases your stroke risk by 4-6 times by weakening arteries in the brain, which can then 

burst or clog. Of people who have a 1st stroke, 77% have hypertension. 
2. Heart attack: damage to coronary arteries due to hypertension may lead to atherosclerosis which can result in 

blockages. Of people who have a 1st heart attack, 69% have hypertension. 
3. Heart failure: hypertension creates conditions for narrowing of the arteries, adding to the workload on the 

heart, causing it to thicken and become large. Over time an enlarged heart may fail to supply sufficient blood 
flow to the body. 75% of people with congestive heart failure are hypertensive. 

4. Kidney failure: our kidneys are supplied with dense blood vessels and high volumes of blood flow through 
them. Uncontrolled high blood pressure can cause arteries to narrow, weaken, or harden so the kidneys lose 
their ability to filter blood and regulate the fluid, hormones, acids and salts in the body. As more arteries block, 
the kidneys eventually fail. Hypertension if the 2nd leading cause of kidney failure. 

5. Vision loss: too much blood pressure force can cause blood vessels in the eyes to narrow or bleed. The optic 
nerve may swell, reducing the ability to see well. Managing hypertension is the only way to treat this. The dam-
age is cumulative, so the longer hypertension goes untreated, the higher the likelihood of permanent damage. 

Know Your Numbers 
For the Health of Your Heart 

 
Blood Pressure: goal is 120/80 or less 

Total Cholesterol: goal is <200 
Blood Sugar: goal is <130 

Body Mass Index: goal is <25 



Women are strong. Women are smart. 

Women solve problems. Women can do 

anything men can do. And, there are some 

things we’re even better at - dying of heart 

disease and stroke. 

It’s not just a man’s disease. Each year, 1 

in 3 women die of heart disease and 

stroke. But we can change that because 

80% of cardiac events can be prevented 

with education and lifestyle changes. 



Dear Pastor Anderson, 

Thank you and Salem Lutheran Church for your generous donation of $100.00 in support of the Commu-

nity Bridgebuilders Coalition. Thanks to friends like you, we have worked with future homeowners to build 

194 affordable homes since our founding in 1985. 

As you may know, our mission is to build community and improve lives by partnering with low-income fam-

ilies in need of a place to live and with community donors and volunteers to build simple, decent and af-

fordable homes. We accomplish that mission by building homes with donated funds and volunteer labor, 

then selling the homes at cost with no-interest mortgages to qualified low-income families. In addition, 

families themselves contribute at least 500 hours of 'sweat equity' on Habitat builds and education pro-

grams. 

Moving into simple, decent and affordable homes has a positive effect on all aspects of a family's life and 

it impacts all of its future generations. We are pleased to report that our research shows that children of 

homeowners are healthier, do better in school and are more likely to graduate from high school and col-

lege. The community benefits as well because homeowner families maintain their new homes, report 

crime, and join in community groups. 

Thank you again for your generosity.  

Best regards, 

Stuart Adelberg 

Chief Executive Officer 



Dear Pastor Anderson & Salem Lutheran Church, 

 

Thank you for your generous in-kind gift of hats and mittens Your dona-

tions assist women, children and families during this very difficult time in 

their lives. You are a hero! 

 

Your gift immediately impacts the lives of families we serve at The Cen-

ter for Family Justice. If you wish to get involved, or learn more about 

The Center and our transformation into The Center for Family Justice, 

please visit our website at www.centerforfamilyjustice.org for services 

offered, volunteer opportunities, and upcoming events. 

 

Thank you again for your commitment and support to strengthening 

women and families and to elimination violence and abuse through edu-

cation, intervention, advocacy and community collaboration! 

 

Sincerely 

John Brannelly 

Chief Development/Communications Officer 



STORIES OF FAITH IN ACTION 

A Home Away From Home 

The seeds of Parroquia Emaús, a new congrega-
tion in Racine, Wis., were planted 15 years ago 
when its partner, Emmaus Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, started after-school and summer camp 
ministries for children in the congregation’s inner-
city neighborhood. 
 
Participants came from largely working-poor fami-
lies where 80 percent of the children live at or be-
low the poverty line. When pastor and mission de-
veloper Jhon Freddy Correa was called to start 
Parroquia Emaús, he built up the new faith commu-
nity through Emmaus’ existing ministries. 
 
Through their children, parents became involved 
with Correa’s home Bible studies and prayer 
groups. Over time, people asked for a more formal 
worship experience, so Correa organized all-
Spanish services on Sundays after Emmaus held 
its morning worship. 
 
These services are important to the largely Latino 
new start because some Latinos felt rejected in Ra-
cine, Correa said. At Parroquia Emaús, “Latinos 

feel included—they feel like family,” he said. “They 
feel God’s love, mercy and forgiveness. They feel 
listened to. Some felt rejected [in their community] 
but now feel at home.” 
 
As part of its ministry, Parroquia Emaús partners 
with two local colleges to provide courses for the 
Latino community. The results are paying off. More 
than 70 community members worked through Par-
roquia Emaús to complete the GED exam. And the 
neighborhood ministries for children continue. 
About 30 children are enrolled in the after-school 
program. About 30 children attend the congrega-
tion’s five-week summer camp. 
 
Emmaus’ pastor, Mary Janz, said the new congre-
gation “has been a huge asset to Emmaus Luther-
an. The kids of Parroquia Emaús bring a lot of life. 
The parents are people of strong faith—to hear 
their stories is inspirational.” 
 
You can find out more about Parroquia Emaús on 
their facebook page here. 

For more Stories of Faith in Action, visit 
www.livinglutheran.com. 

Do you have a story to share? 
E-mail us at stories@elca.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/Parroquia-Emaus-ELCA-Racine-227010397330405
http://www.livinglutheran.com/


Growing the church in Senegal and the Gambia 
The ELCA is walking with the Lutheran Church in Senegal 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of The Gambia in part-
nership to support initiatives to grow the churches in both 
Senegal and The Gambia. ThroughAlways Being Made New: 
The Campaign for the ELCA, Global Church Sponsorship is 
working to raise $100,000 to support the Lutheran Church in 
Senegal and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of The Gambia 
in building two schools, providing training for evangelists, and 
helping to create an official church infrastructure within the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of The Gambia – one of the 
newest Lutheran churches in the world.Consider supporting 
this incredible initiative as these two churches continue to 
show that the best way to be church is to share the good 
news with all. 
 
Presiding bishop visits Syrian refugees in Jordan 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the 
ELCA, met with Syrian refugees living in the Za’atari refugee 
camp during a Dec. 12-15 trip to Jordan. Eaton, who was 
joined by Archbishop Antje Jackelen of the Church of Sweden 
and Gloria Rojas Vargas, former church president of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile, visited the camp’s 
Peace Oasis, a compound operated by The Lutheran World 
Federation. While there, the church leaders talked with refu-
gee families, listening to their stories about life in the camp. 
“The Syrian refugees are incredibly resilient,” said Eaton. 
 
International Women's Day in March 
International Women’s Day is held every year on March 8. 
According to the International Women’s Day website, it is a 
"global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural and po-
litical achievements of women. The day also marks a call to 
action to accelerating gender parity." This year, Global Church 
Sponsorship will be lifting up our International Women Lead-
ers Initiative on this day. Be on the lookout for stories and 
more information about ways that you can help support the 
initiative on this day. If you would like to join the ELCA in cele-
brating International Women’s Day by hosting an event to 
support the initiative, please contact Nathan Berkas 
at nathan.berkas@elca.org to learn more. 
 
Presiding bishop issues letter to Muslim-American com-
munity 
In a Dec. 11 letter to the Muslim-American community, the 
Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, said, 
"I am writing on behalf of many Christians in this country who 
wish to share a word of solidarity, love and hope with you in 
these difficult days." "In our love for you, our Muslim neigh-
bors, we are distressed by the ways in which you are being 
forced to bear the fears held by many in our nation," Eaton 
wrote. "Therefore, we renew our commitment to find even 
more effective ways to protect and defend you from words 
and actions that assault your safety and well-being. We be-

lieve God calls us to resist what is divisive, discriminatory, 
xenophobic, racist or violent, and we want you to look to us as 
allies and friends." The full text of the letter is here. 
 
ELCA supports Paris agreement on climate change 
Affirming this church’s commitment to caring for God’s crea-
tion, the ELCA supports the outcome of the 21st Conference 
of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, which met in Paris Nov. 30-Dec.11. The 
summit concluded with the approval of the Paris agreement, 
which includes a commitment to keep global warming well 
below two degrees. “People of faith showed up in unprece-
dented numbers for the climate talks in Paris, because we 
believe that this moment includes a moral obligation to our 
most vulnerable neighbors, to future generations, and to all of 
God’s creation to act on climate change,” said Mary Minette, 
ELCA interim director of advocacy, in a statement responding 
to the Paris agreement. 
 
One wheel, many spokes 
One wheel with many spokes is how the Community Empow-
erment Project in Burundi acts – one project that supports 
many communities or “collines” as community members make 
their hope for the future a reality in the present. With support 
from ELCA World Hunger through its implementing partner, 
the Lutheran World Federation, each colline focuses on a set 
of key issues related to the well-being of community mem-
bers. As the people take part in the activities, they develop the 
skills they need to ensure long-term sustainability for them-
selves, their families and their neighbors. 
 
Face to face with immigration, May 11-19 
Visit the Mexico-Guatemala and/or the Mexico-U.S. border 
during this two-part trip and learn about the causes and con-
sequences of immigration from Mexico and Central America. 
Meet immigrants and hear their stories, listen to speakers 
about the policies that help and hinder the situation, offer your 
hands in service to the travelers and reflect on how you can 
make a difference in this global phenomenon. Choose to visit 
Chiapas or Texas or both. Click here to learn more about this 
immersion trip sponsored by Amextra. 
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Take Action 
 

Learn more  
or donate at 
www.lirs.org/

syria 




