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“A Real Disciple” 

 

 

I really wasn’t prepared to say goodbye to Rich. 

I don’t think any of us were. 

 

When I saw him at Salem a few weeks ago, I never suspected he would be gone so soon. 

But as the Teacher says in our first reading for today,  
 1

“For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven: 
    

 2 
a time to be born and a time to die…”  [Ecclesiastes 3] 

Even so we will all miss Rich dearly. 

I know I will. 

 

For me, Rich was one of the finest examples of a Christian disciple that I have ever known. 

That’s because for me, the essence of Christianity, & indeed of all spiritual paths,  

 is gratitude, joy, & positivity. 

And there is no one who exhibited those qualities better than Richard. 

 

In our second lesson for today, the apostle Paul writes that we are 
  

   6 “
…children of light and children of the day”  [I Thessalonians 5] 

  which is a perfect description of this man who lit up every room he ever entered. 

Paul continues: 
   8

…put on the breastplate of faith and love….   

 
11 

…encourage one another and build up each other, 

 
13

…Be at peace among yourselves….   
 15 

…always seek to do good to…all.   

 
16 

Rejoice always….  
18 

give thanks in all circumstances....  [I Thessalonians 5] 

How Richard!   

 Full of faith and love,  

  always encouraging people, and building them up, 

  always at peace with everyone and seeking to do good to all,  

  and always, always, rejoicing and giving thanks. 

How many times did Richard offer heartfelt thanksgivings at the beginning of worship?   

 for his health, for his family, for his choir, for his Salem family, for Liz, and for me. 



In our gospel lesson for today, Jesus says: 

 
27 

…love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  

 
28 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.   
 30 

Give to everyone  
 31 

Do to others as you would have them do to you.  [Luke 6] 

That was exactly what Richard did.   

 He loved, he did good, he blessed, he prayed, he gave. 

 

And because of the way he lived, he was blessed.   

Jesus said,  
 37

Do not judge, and you will not be judged…. 

    Forgive, and you will be forgiven;  
 38 

give, and it will be given to you.  [Luke 6] 

And because Richard did not judge, he was not judged;  

 because he forgave, he was forgiven; 

 because he gave, it was given to him. 

 

I believe that one of the most basic teachings of Jesus is this one: 
 38 

give, and it will be given to you.  

    A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap;  

    for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”  [Luke 6] 

And that was what was evident in Rich’s life: 

 as he gave thanks, joy and positivity to others, those very things were returned to him. 

As he let God’s blessings flow out of him, God continued to pour blessings into his life. 

 

Paul said, 
19 

Do not quench the Spirit….  .  [I Thessalonians 5] 

 and no one could quench the Spirit in Richard. 

  It brought life and light into each of our lives, and in our life together here at Salem. 

 

And now, God has called Rich home.   

 The God of peace has sanctified him,  

  making his spirit and soul and body sound and blameless.  [1 Thessalonians 5] 

 God has prepared a table before him, anointed his head with oil, and made his cup overflow.  

  [Psalm 23:5] 

And although we will miss him,  we rejoice – 

 for we know that goodness and mercy will follow Rich  

  as he dwells in the house of the Lord forever.  [Psalm 23:6] 

 

This we know for sure, for  
 24 

The one who calls you is faithful, and he has done this.  [I Thessalonians 5] 

 

Thanks be to God!  Amen 

 


