
The Reverend Marjo Anderson 

B: Proper 17 – Lectionary 21 – Pentecost 13 23 August 2015 

 

1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43 Salem 

Psalm 84 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

John 6: 56-69 Bridgeport 

"A Most Amazing Temple" 

 

Can you imagine what it would have been like to have been there when King Solomon dedicated the Temple? 

 You probably woke up in your simple mud brick house  

  with its animal pen, kitchen and dining room on the first floor, the family bedroom upstairs,  

  and your living quarters on the roof.  

 And then you walked quickly down the dusty road towards the City of God, entered its gates,  

   and there was this incredible building. 

  It was unbelievably massive – 12 stories high with a footprint that would hold 35 modern football fields 

  And it was unbelievably beautiful – ‘covered on all sides with massive plates of gold,  

   [so that] the sun was no sooner up than it radiated so fiery a flash  

    that persons…were compelled to avert their eyes….’ ” 
i
 

 You were so proud to be a part of this Kingdom of Israel, so proud to be part of God's chosen people, 

  so proud of this house that had been built for God. 

 This temple was where God dwelled; 

  this temple was where your offerings would be received and your prayers would be heard; 

  this temple was where your security would be found.   

 

Your thoughts stilled as the King spoke:   
 27-30 

Can it be that God will actually move into our neighborhood?   

  Why, the cosmos itself isn’t large enough to give you breathing room, let alone this Temple I’ve built." 
[1 Kings 8:27-30 MSG] 

 Hmmm.  You had been so focused on the grandeur of this temple, this house of God,  

  that you had almost forgotten that there was something even bigger than the temple,  

   bigger than Israel, bigger than the world, bigger than the cosmos – God's very self! 

 Bigger than the Cosmos!   

 And yet that Unimaginably BIG God was going to somehow move in – not only into the temple,  

  but into the neighborhood, into the city, into the countryside, into the world, into the cosmos.  

 

Your thoughts returned to what the King was saying: 

 "Even so, I’m bold to ask:  …Listen to my prayers… forgive…. [1 Kings 8:27-30 MSG] 

  And don’t forget [all those]…who are not … members but who have come from [the outside]…  

  attracted here by your great reputation, your wonder-working."  [1 Kings 8:41-43 MSG]
 

 Of course you knew that the temple was a place to pray and to receive forgiveness,  

  but you'd only been thinking about the temple in relation to yourself and your fellow Israelites. 

 But the king was talking about another reason for the temple – 

  as a place where people would hear that God was working wonders, 

  and that would start them wondering about this wonder-working God & would attract them to this place. 

 That was something you hadn't thought of before.   

  And as you began to wonder about what wonders might happen, you became even more excited. 

You found yourself echoing the King's words: 

 How dear to me is your dwelling, OLord…  They will always be praising you.   [Psalm 84] 

It was an unbelievable day.  The future was bright.   

 And here in this beautiful Temple, they would always be praising God. 
 



But of course, that would not be the case.   

 The temple was sacked, partially reconstructed, rebuilt, stripped again, and then totally destroyed.   

 A second temple was built about 400 years after the first, but was destroyed in 70 AD and never rebuilt. 

The massive, beautiful temple that everyone thought would last forever was destroyed, 

 which points out the wisdom in the latter verses of Psalm 84: 

  "Happy are the people whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

  … happy are they who put their trust in you!" 

Even the Psalmist who prayed "How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord," went on to make it clear 

 that the people's strength was not in the temple, nor the palace, nor the king, but in God. 

 Happy are those that put their trust not in buildings or societies or religions or people, but in God 

  and in God alone.   

 Happy are those whose hearts are set not on staying in one place, but on "the pilgrims' way". 
 

Probably the biggest crisis that Israel ever faced was the destruction of the temple, 

 because for 1000 years, the temple had been the center of their society –  

  it was the center of religious, political, and business life. 

 It was center of their identity as a people.  It was where God lived. 

What Jesus kept trying to explain was that it wasn't about the temple –  

 it was about something bigger than the temple.  It was about God. 

The temple was only supposed to be a means to an end, but it had become an end in itself.   
 

So what Jesus is saying in today's gospel is another way of getting people to think beyond the temple. 

The people had been taught to think that the place you found God was in the Temple – that was where God lived. 

But Jesus says, "No." "By eating my flesh & drinking my blood you enter into me & I into you." [John 6:53-58 MSG] 

 In other words, "God lives in me, and if you take me into yourself, God will live in you, too." 
 

You see, as beautiful as this church is, and as much as we love it,  

  as Christians, we understand that it is only a place to gather and a symbol of our faith.   

 Of course, God is in here, but God is also out there.   

 God is everywhere – in our neighborhoods, in our cities and towns, our suburbs and rural communities,  

   in states and countries, in the world, in the universe – God is everywhere.   

 And God is not only out there, God is in here, in our hearts and minds and bodies and souls. 
 

How do we tap into that God-power within us?  Jesus gives 2 ways: 

 … By eating my flesh & drinking my blood you enter into me & I into you….  [John 6.53-58  MSG] 
 

…Every word I’ve spoken to you is a Spirit-word, and so it is life-making.  [John 6.61-65 MSG]   

The way to tap into the Spirit power within us, says Jesus, is by taking him into ourselves, 

 through the bread and wine of communion,  

 through scripture read and sermons preached in worship 

 and through Bible studies and confirmation classes and Sunday School. 
 

How do we tap into that God-power within us?  Paul gives us 3 ways: 

  …God’s Word is an indispensable weapon.  In the same way, prayer is essential  

 …Keep each other’s spirits up so that no one falls behind or drops out.  [Ephesians 6.13-18  MSG] 

The way to tap into the Spirit power within us, says Paul, is  

 through scripture read, proclaimed and studied, through prayer, and through encouraging words and deeds. 
 

To have been an Israelite there on the day the temple was dedicated  

 would have been a glorious and wondrous experience, maybe the highlight of a lifetime. 

But you and I proclaim something far more amazing: 

 God lives and works wonders not just in temples and churches,  

  but in the bodies and souls and hearts and minds of God's people. 

You are God's temple –  

the place where God lives & loves, the place where God forgives & redeems, the place where God heals & saves. 

You are God's temple – where God can work wonders.   

Solomon's temple was amazing.  But you are more amazing still.  Amen 
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