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Workcamp Participant Highlights 

 

“REFRAME: A JESUS-CENTERED MISSION EXPERIENCE.” 

 

Marjo:   
 

Everyone has a perspective on life, on circumstances, and on faith.   

As time goes on, the best intentions to have a “right” or “good” perspective  

get clouded by things that happen to us, the opinions and ideas of others,  

and even our own view of who we are.   

We think we understand it all.   

We even start to think we have Jesus all figured out — and where he fits in our life.  

Then Jesus steps in.   

Tearing apart misconceptions, building up confidence where there is doubt,  

shining light with laser-like focus on darkness and confusion,   

he restores us when we feel we’re down and out.   

He reframes our connection to him and our own worth,  

yesterday, today and for the rest of our lives.   

Jesus reframes everything.  

Reframing is what Jesus did 2,000 years ago when he came to us,  

and it’s exactly what Jesus does today. 

 

Day 1 

 

Marjo:   
 

On Day 1 we learned how Jesus reframes how we reach God,  

as we reflected on this parable of his:   

 
8-10 

"…imagine a woman who has ten coins and loses one. Won’t she light a lamp and scour the 

house, looking in every nook and cranny until she finds it? A nd when she finds it you can be 

sure she’ll call her friends and neighbors:  ‘Celebrate with me! I found my lost coin!’  Count on 

it — that’s the kind of party God’s angels throw every time one lost soul turns to God.”  [Luke 

15:8-10, The Message]  

 

Hannah: 
 

Generally, when we want something, we go out and get it — or at least look for it.   

We decide.  We choose.  We pursue.   

But when it comes to Jesus and his love for us, he isn’t sitting in heaven wondering if we’ll 

come knocking. Jesus pursues us.   

Like the most intense chase scene from the movies or like the priceless treasure that you can’t 

be without, he has reframed how we reach God — by reaching out to us.  

 

 



Day 2 

 

John:   

 

On Day 2 we learned how Jesus reframes who you really are,  

as we reflected on the calling of Matthew: 

 
9 
Passing along, Jesus saw a man at his work collecting taxes.  His name was Matthew. Jesus 

said, “Come along with me”.  Matthew stood up and followed him. 
 
10-11 

Later when Jesus was eating supper at Matthew’s house with his close followers, a lot of 

disreputable characters came and joined them.  When the Pharisees saw him keeping this kind 

of company, they had a fit, and lit into Jesus’ followers.  “What kind of example is this from 

your Teacher, acting cozy with crooks and riffraff?” 
 
12-13 

Jesus, overhearing, shot back, “Who needs a doctor: the healthy or the sick?  Go figure out 

what this Scripture means:  ‘I’m after mercy, not religion'.  I’m here to invite outsiders, not 

coddle insiders.”   [Matthew 9:9-13, The Message] 

 

 

Haley:   

 

Matthew, one of Jesus’ 12 disciples,  

went on to spread the news of Jesus to a giant portion of the world,  

wrote the book of Matthew, and died a martyr for his faith –  

but he didn’t start out that way.   

He was a despised tax collector and ran in circles of significant “sinners”.   

But Jesus didn’t see Matthew the way he was.   

Jesus reframed Matthew based on how he was created to be:  

a friend and follower of the Savior.  

 

Day 3 

Conrad:   

On Day 3 we learned how Jesus reframes our present,  

as we reflected on this story of one of Jesus' miracles: 
 

1-2 
Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked, “Rabbi, 

who sinned:  this man or his parents, causing him to be born blind?” 
3-5 

Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question.  You’re looking for someone to blame.  There 

is no such cause-effect here.  Look instead for what God can do.  We need to be energetically at 

work for the One who sent me here, working while the sun shines.  When night falls, the 

workday is over.  For as long as I am in the world, there is plenty of light.  I am the world’s 

Light.” 



6-7 
He said this and then spit in the dust, made a clay paste with the saliva, rubbed the paste on 

the blind man’s eyes, and said, “Go, wash at the Pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “Sent”).  The 

man went and washed — and saw. 
8 
Soon the town was buzzing.  His relatives and those who year after year had seen him as a 

blind man begging were saying, “Why, isn’t this the man we knew, who sat here and begged?” 
9 
Others said, “It’s him all right!” 

But others objected, “It’s not the same man at all.  It just looks like him.” 

He said, "I am he – the very one.” 
10 

They said, “How did your eyes get opened?” 
11 

“A man named Jesus made a paste and rubbed it on my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and 

wash’.  I did what he said.  When I washed, I saw.” 
12 

“So where is he?” 

“I don’t know.” 
13-15 

They marched the man to the Pharisees.  This day when Jesus made the paste and healed 

his blindness was the Sabbath.  The Pharisees grilled him again on how he had come to see.  

He said, “He put a clay paste on my eyes, and I washed, and now I see”.  
16 

Some of the Pharisees said, “Obviously, this man can’t be from God.  He doesn’t keep the 

Sabbath". 

Others countered, “How can a bad man do miraculous, God-revealing things like this?” There 

was a split in their ranks. 
17 

They came back at the blind man, “You’re the expert.  He opened your eyes.  What do you say 

about him?” 

He said, “He is a prophet”. 
18-19 

The Jews didn’t believe it, didn’t believe the man was blind to begin with.  So they called 

the parents of the man now bright-eyed with sight.  They asked them, “Is this your son, the one 

you say was born blind?  So how is it that he now sees?” 
20-23 

His parents said, “We know he is our son, and we know he was born blind.  But we don’t 

know how he came to see — haven’t a clue about who opened his eyes.  Why don’t you ask 

him?  He’s a grown man and can speak for himself.”  (His parents were talking like this 

because they were intimidated by the Jewish leaders, who had already decided that anyone who 

took a stand that this was the Messiah would be kicked out of the meeting place.  That’s why his 

parents said, “Ask him.  He’s a grown man”.) 
 

24 
They called the man back a second time — the man who had been blind — and told him, 

“Give credit to God.  We know this man is an impostor.” 
 

25 
He replied, “I know nothing about that one way or the other.  But I know one thing for sure: I 

was blind . . . I now see.” 
 

26 
They said, “What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?” 

 

27 
“I’ve told you over and over and you haven’t listened.  Why do you want to hear it again?  

Are you so eager to become his disciples?” 
 



28-29 
With that they jumped all over him.  “You might be a disciple of that man, but we’re 

disciples of Moses.  We know for sure that God spoke to Moses, but we have no idea where this 

man even comes from.” 
 

30-33 
The man replied, “This is amazing!  You claim to know nothing about him, but the fact is, 

he opened my eyes!  It’s well known that God isn’t at the beck and call of sinners, but listens 

carefully to anyone who lives in reverence and does his will.  That someone opened the eyes of 

a man born blind has never been heard of — ever.  If this man didn’t come from God, he 

wouldn’t be able to do anything.” 
 

34 
They said, “You’re nothing but dirt!  How dare you take that tone with us!”  Then they threw 

him out in the street.   [John 9:1-34, The Message] 

 

 

Miles: 

 

If we are generally nice people and do good things, life should be pretty good, right?   People 

speak of karma,  

that that you get what you deserve, that “what goes around comes around”.    

When Jesus healed a man who was blind from birth,  

everyone wanted to know if something the man did caused this “punishment”,  

or if his parents were to blame.  

Jesus reframed that man’s circumstances by ignoring blame  

and pointing to how He intended to make “beauty out of ugly” in the man’s life —  

to show everyone God’s great power to change lives, no matter the circumstances.  

 

Day 4 

 

Bill:   

 

On Day 4 we learned how Jesus reframes our past,  

as we reflected on how Jesus restores Peter: 

 
15 

After breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 

these?” 
 

“Yes, Master, you know I love you.” 
 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs”. 
 
16 

He then asked a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 
 

 “Yes, Master, you know I love you”. 
 

Jesus said, “Shepherd my sheep”. 
 
17-19 

Then he said it a third time:  “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 
 



Peter was upset that he asked for the third time, “Do you love me?” so he answered, “Master, 

you know everything there is to know.  You’ve got to know that I love you.” 
 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.  I’m telling you the very truth now:  When you were young you 

dressed yourself and went wherever you wished, but when you get old you’ll have to stretch out 

your hands while someone else dresses you and takes you where you don’t want to go.”  He 

said this to hint at the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God.  And then he 

commanded, “Follow me”.   [John 21:15-19, The Message] 

 

 

Sam: 

 

Peter meant well — but he kept messing up.   

He said the wrong things at the wrong time, was hot-headed and impulsive,  

and even tried to correct Jesus.   

In his darkest moment, he denied knowing even knowing Jesus.   

Yet, Peter truly loved Jesus.   

So Jesus reframed Peter’s past  

by offering both forgiveness and a incredible purpose moving forward.   

He wants to reframe our past in the same way!  
 

Day 5 

 

Joe:   

 

On Day 5 we learned how Jesus reframes our future,  

as we reflected on these words of his: 

 
11-14 

“Believe me:  I am in my Father and my Father is in me.  If you can’t believe that, believe 

what you see — these works.  The person who trusts me will not only do what I’m doing but 

even greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do that 

I’ve been doing.  You can count on it.  From now on, whatever you request along the lines of 

who I am and what I am doing, I’ll do it.  That’s how the Father will be seen for who he is in 

the Son.  I mean it.  Whatever you request in this way, I’ll do."  [John 14:11-14, The Message] 

 

Stephan:   

 

Could life get any better for the disciples than when Jesus was with them?   

After he left them, they’d be on their own to figure things out.   

But, Jesus reframed their future,  

giving them the Holy Spirit and the promise of even greater things to come.   

The same is true for every person who has a relationship with Jesus.   

You don’t have to figure out life on your own, Jesus is with you.   

And greater things are coming!  


