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And so it begins… 
 
Back in the 50s, when I was but a child, we used to go to my grandmother’s house 
nearly every Sunday. Other aunts, uncles and cousins were there on Sundays too. 
Sometimes Grandma knew about some of us coming, but maybe not all of us on the 
same day – especially when we all came at dinner time.  ‘Oh well,’ she’d say, ‘guess 
I’d better just throw another potato in the pot.’  There was always plenty to eat at 
Grandma’s house. And if we didn’t eat enough dinner, there were still her ever-ready 
sugar cookies high up on a shelf where little hands couldn’t reach.  I grew up thinking 
my grandma was the very best person God had ever made. She always had enough, 
especially enough love to go around. 
 
Our Gospel reading for today starts us off on a 5-week series of good news about 
bread. Beginning with today’s feeding of 5000, over the next six weeks you will hear of 
more miracles, wonder and awe about this man Jesus, whom we call Lord. 
 
In chapter 6 verse 4 we learn some background about when this feeding took place.  
John tells us it was the Passover, the festival of the Jews. You may know that each 
year for thousands of years, the descendants of Abraham and Sarah gave thanks to 
God each Spring when they recalled the time that God saved the Hebrew people from 
slavery in Egypt. The leader of the Hebrew people was Moses. And at the time of this 
festival, their descendants remembered his leadership and how he connected them 
directly to the Almighty God. 
 
There are many similarities between the leader of the Jews, Moses, and the savior of 
the Jews and Gentiles and the whole wide world, Jesus. The writer of the Gospel of 
John wants us to spend a little time here at the beginning of these bread stories to 
focus on Jesus and his unique role in the lives of the Jews and in our lives. 
 

 Moses led slaves out of Egypt. 

 Jesus was followed by thousands seeking aid. 

 Moses prayed for God to provide food for the travelers. 

 Jesus knew HE could provide food for these seekers, even though he tested 
Philip with the challenge. 

 Moses told the people to leave the unneeded bread-like manna on the ground 
and trust God to provide more for the next day. 

 Jesus provided so much bread there were twelve baskets left over for anyone to 
take home and eat any time. 

 Moses needed God’s help to separate the waters of the Red Sea in order to offer 
a new life of freedom to the former slaves. 



 Jesus walked on the Sea of Galilee, demonstrating his own power as ‘God with 
us’ in this world to offer new life to all. 

 
So, at this time of year, the people around Jerusalem and Jews all over the known 
world would be giving thanks to Moses for connecting them to God. The followers of 
Jesus were just beginning to realize there was more to this man Jesus than just 
another kind of Moses. When they saw the sign – the miracle – that he had done, they 
began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” In other 
words, Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah, the Son of God, the savior of the world. 
 
Back in the fifties, I had no idea that one day I could be connected to anyone in the 
world just by tapping a few keys and getting connected to the Internet. Computers back 
then took up an entire floor of a high rise business building.  Only trained key-punch 
operators could communicate with the gigantic machines. And I think that was when 
the phrase “Garbage in, garbage out” was coined. 
 
Computers offer us answers to so many questions. Some people, as soon as their 
doctor mentions a possible diagnosis, go right home and Google it and scare 
themselves to death. Others use the ‘net as a way to connect to people who provide a 
better quality life for others. Small business loans and blankets, rescue workers and 
supplies are offered through our Lutheran Disaster Relief and Lutheran World Relief 
programs. 
 
Local efforts for helping our neighbors are organized on the computer. Caring people 
from right here at Salem offer their time to build affordable housing through Habitat for 
Humanity. Each year a Summer Work Camp is available to those who volunteer to 
labor on behalf of others. You open your doors to Project Learn so children can get 
assistance with school subjects in a safe environment. A couple years ago you helped 
– not just once – packaging hundreds of meals to be given to food pantries locally and 
around the state. And now you have expanded your own Food Pantry so your outreach 
to the needy continues to grow. 
 
What got me thinking about the Internet connected with this Gospel was a meme, or 
quotation, I saw posted on a page shared by clergy and Associates in Ministry that I 
look at each day. On that Facebook page people from all over America, and some from 
other countries, pose topics for discussion, questions about religious people or events, 
customs and practices, and so on. The meme that caught my attention was a recent 
quotation from Pope Francis; he said “You pray for the poor. Then you feed them.” 
 
You pray for the poor.  Then YOU feed them. YOU feed them. That is what you are 
doing with your donations of food and dry goods, with volunteering your time, with 
participating in the annual CROP walk for hunger.  I have heard great things about the 
people of Salem and their generosity and caring nature. I encourage you to not only 
continue it but to step it up a notch.  Moses prayed to God to provide food.  Jesus, God 



with us, provided food. You here at Salem both pray and provide food for the hungry. 
You’re doing a God-like thing. 
 
In the closing paragraph of our gospel reading for today we receive John’s testimony 
about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. John speaks about Jesus’ generosity, his 
weariness, his time in prayer, his miraculous appearance and finally, his compassion 
for people he loved. 
 
Take a page from Jesus’ book of life. Consider being generous, pray about it. If you 
grow weary of this world full of trouble, turn it over to the Lord. Ask Jesus to appear, 
through you, so you can provide compassionate care for others. Ask him to open your 
eyes to the needs of this world rather than the fear, so that you’re more willing to go 
the extra mile in service to the people God loves. 
 
God looked at the world made in the beginning and called it good. God sees the good 
in us and sends us into the world to represent never-ending compassion, love and 
hope to each one in need. Take strength from the one who loves and empowers you, 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
 


