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While they were saying all this, Jesus appeared to them and said, “Peace be with you”.   

They thought they were seeing a ghost and were scared half to death.   

 

For some people, the idea of Jesus being raised from the dead is something that is so impossible  

 that they can't wrap their heads around it – and therefore they have a hard time with faith.   

 

Even the scriptures have a hard time with the resurrection –  they seem to say that Jesus' dead body did come back to life   

 and yet at the same time they tell us that he was unrecognizable – 

  like by the disciples on the road to Emmaus and even Mary Magdalene. 

 

So it's not always easy for folks to believe in the resurrection. 

I know that's true, because at one time I was one of those people.  

Now I never rejected the church, because I saw it as a helpful institution in society –  

 one that instilled basic moral values, one that provided social services for people,  

 one that provided community, and one that worked for peace and justice in society.   

But I did have trouble with things like miracles and resurrection.   

 

Then at one of the lowest points of my life, a friend reached out to me. 

 For weeks he walked alongside me, listening as I poured out my anger, grief, and fear, 

  and I had no idea he was anyone other than my friend. 

 And then there came a moment when I felt love and grace wash over me,  

  and my heart burned within me, and I recognized Jesus. 

 

I believe because I saw Jesus.  Others believe without seeing.  And others still doubt.   

How can a dead man be raised to life?  It's too much to wrap one's head around. 

 

Way back in the 6
th
 century, St. Gregory said something like this: 

"If a dead man is raised to life, all spring up in astonishment.  

Yet every day, one that had no being is born,  

 and no one stops to consider that it is a far greater miracle  

  for something to be created out of nothing,than for something that already was to be restored. 

Because the dead rod in Aaron's hand suddenly bloomed & blossomed, all were astonished;  

 yet every day a tree is produced from the dry earth and none of us notices the miracle. 

Five thousand were filled with five loaves and all were amazed, 

 yet every day the grains of seed that are sown are multiplied a hundredfold,  

  and none of us notices the miracle.   

All wondered to see water once turned into wine.  

 yet every day the earth's moisture, being drawn into the root of the vine,  

  is turned into grapes, 

  and none of us sees the miracle.  

Full of wonder then are all the miraculous things which go by us every day without notice,  

 because we take it all for granted."
i
 

 

This Wednesday is Earth Day, and today we celebrate the wonder of this world God made, 

 and we also confess our tendency to take it for granted  

  and not treat it as the beautiful gift that it is.   

We celebrate the cycles of life and death and resurrected life that we see in all around us – 

 in plants, in animals, in our own bodies. 

We see those same cycles of life, death and resurrected life  

 in families, and congregations, and communities. 

And we are grateful for our blessings and we give thanks for them, but that's not enough. 



In Jesus' time, religious life was all about going to the temple, to Jerusalem. But Jesus turns that model completely around.   

It wasn't about coming together as a community; it was about being sent out from the community to the whole world.   

Hear again what he said to his disciples and says to us: 

"the Messiah…rises from the dead…and then a total life-change…is proclaimed in his name  

 to all nations —starting from here, from Jerusalem!   

In other words, the goal isn't for Jesus' disciples to come to church;  

the goal is for Jesus' disciples in the church to be launched out into the whole wide world. 
 

And that is the challenge:  how on earth can we take on such an impossible mission?   

Let me suggest two things to simplify the task 
 

The first is illustrated by a story: 

Charles Plumb was a U.S. Navy pilot in Vietnam.  

One day his plane was destroyed by a surface–to–air missile,  

 he ejected and parachuted into enemy hands but was eventually rescued. 

One day, many years later, when Plumb was sitting in a restaurant, a man at another table came up and said,  

"You're Plumb!  You flew jet fighters in Vietnam from the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!" 

"How in the world did you know that?" asked Plumb.  "I packed your parachute," the man replied.   

Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude.  The man pumped his hand and said, "I guess it worked!" 

Plumb assured him, "It sure did.  If your chute hadn't worked, I wouldn't be here today." 

Plumb couldn't sleep that night, thinking about that man….  I wonder how many times I might have seen him  

 and not even said 'Good morning!' or ' How are you?' or anything  

  because, you see, I was a fighter pilot and he was just a sailor." 

Plumb now lectures and asks his audience, "Who's packing your parachute?"   

And then challenges them to pack the parachutes of others.   

He encourages them to say hello, please, and thank you,  

 congratulate someone, give a compliment, or just do something nice for no reason
ii
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To me this is what it means to proclaim resurrection to the world. 

You don't have to go to Timbuktu – the world isn't somewhere else – it's everywhere you are. 

And if you treat everyone you run into as if they were the person who packed your parachute, 

if you treat them with love and respect and kindness,  

if you bring hope and peace and joy into their life for just a moment, you are witnessing to the resurrection 

as you allow Jesus to work through you to raise them to new life. 

Treat whoever is standing in front of you the way you would treat Jesus. 

That's the first thing to keep in mind  
 

The second is this:   

You don't have to do it alone.   
 

Let's face it.   

The person standing in front of you may be the person you hate or the person that drives you nuts. 

And there's no reason you can think of to be nice to them, and a whole lot of reasons you can think of to not. 
 

We may not like it, but that's our mission. 

We are sent out to proclaim God's love and grace to all the world – not just to those we deem worthy. 

And we don't have to do it alone:  the Spirit is there with us every step of the way. 
 

Jesus says, "You’re the witnesses.  What comes next is very important:   

I am sending what my Father promised to you, so stay here until you’re equipped with power from on high.” 
 

This is not a club.  It's not a social service organization.  It's Christ's church.   

And our mission is clear: 

We come together to learn from Jesus' teachings, and from his life, death and resurrection, 

and to have our lives transformed by God's love and grace. 

And then we are sent out to share the joy of resurrected life with everyone we meet,  

for Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Amen 
 

                                                 
i
 My own "translation" of St. Gregory the Great, Moralia (translated: Morals on the Book of Job, 1844-50). Gregory I (540-604) is a 

Catholic Saint and was Pope (590-604). 
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 http://speaker.charlieplumb.com/about-captain/parachute-story/ 


