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"The Hallmark of our Faith" 

 

We've all been scammed.  And so we're all a bit skeptical, and perhaps even a little cynical.   

We know human nature, and we know that what masquerades as the real thing, may in actuality be a cheap knock-off. 

And so we can certainly understand Thomas' words: 

 "
25

…Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side,  

  I will not believe'." 

 

"Unless I see the mark"… 

It's the whole reason that hallmarks developed. 

From ancient times, silver has been used as money.  

But in order that all silver coins had equal value  

 it was necessary to make sure that they were not only the same size but also the same purity,  

 and for this reason it became important to establish a standard of purity that all coins had to be made of.
i
 

Pure silver is too soft to be durable, and it was found that a ratio of 92.5% silver to 7.5% copper was best. 

In 1158, Henry II made this alloy the legal standard required of the British coinage 

 and the standard was named Sterling Silver and the currency became known as Pounds Sterling. 

To ensure that silver items met the minimum standard, the Mayor of London in 1238  

 appointed 6 London Goldsmiths to be responsible for enforcing this requirement  

And to guarantee that the items had indeed passed the standards test, 

 King Edward II in 1300 passed a new law saying that no item made in silver was allowed to be sold  

  until it had been assayed & then marked with a leopard's head crowned &made the Goldsmith's Guild responsible. 

 A guild was a medieval association of craftsmen or tradesmen working in the same field.  

  Most guilds would own a building where they had meetings, known as the Hall  

 And so when the testers in the Goldsmiths' Hall  put their marks on items which had passed their test, 

  those marks became known as Hallmarks. 

 

Hallmarks were designed to assure people that an object was "real thing"; trademarks function similarly.   

I can buy a charging cord for my phone on the internet and get one for $2 from China, 

 but to get the real thing, the one that is guaranteed to work and not harm my phone, 

  the one with Apple's mark on it, I need to spend $20. 

 

All Thomas was trying to do was to make sure that this man claiming to be Jesus was the real deal – 

 and that's why he asked to see the marks. 

In that sense he was no different from the other disciples.   

 

The author of 1
st
 John makes that clear in our 2

nd
 reading for today when he writes: 

 "
2
The Word of Life appeared right before our eyes; we saw it happen!   

 …  The infinite Life of God himself took shape before us."   
 

"
1
…we heard it with our own ears, saw it with our own eyes, verified it with our own hands." [1 John 1] 

They had checked out the hallmarks the week before, but Thomas had not been there.   

Now it was Thomas' turn. 

Others got their turns, too, before Jesus ascended into heaven, 

 getting to see and hear and touch the hallmarks on Jesus' body  

  and verify that this resurrection thing was the real deal. 

But when Jesus ascended, those hallmarks ascended, too. 

So how could those who had not seen the marks on Christ's resurrected body believe? 

 



When Jesus was physically present he had encouraged them to check out the marks on his body 

 "
27

…'Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in my side….' "  

But just a few days earlier, at the last supper, Jesus had told them about another hallmark – 

  a mark that would make it clear to everyone that they were true Christians. 

 He said, "
35

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  [John 13]   

  and to make it perfectly clear he defines that love: 

   "34
 
… Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another."  [John 13] 

 

And that's what they proceeded to do – in an amazing, nearly unimaginable way. 

As Luke writes in our 1
st
 reading for today: 

 "
32

…the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul,  

  and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common….  

 
34

There was not a needy person among them,  

  for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.   

 
35

They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need."  [Acts 4] 

Every single one of those who believed gave everything they owned to the church. 
33

With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus…"  [Acts 4] 

  and their testimony was not in words alone, but in action – and that's what gave it such great power. 

And because of their powerful faith shown forth in their needs and action,  

 "
33

…great grace was upon them all."  [Acts 4] 
 

Now I have a lot of faith, but I must confess that I don't have THAT much.   

 And I expect that most if not all of us are in the same boat. 

And so we can take comfort from these words in our gospel 
 

"
8
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.   

  [but] 
9
If we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just  

   will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness."   
 

But to simply confess our sins and not change how we live does not help us with today's problem of hallmarks: 

 How are people to know that a resurrected life in the kingdom of God is possible in the here and now? 

 How are they to know that what we do here makes a life-changing difference in our lives? 

Let me suggest that the hallmark of our faith hangs before us:  a cross – 

 a cross that is a reminder of what Jesus did, and a reminder of what we are about. 

It's not just because a man named Jesus died on a cross;  it's that the shape of the cross symbolizes what Jesus did. 
 

The cross is made of a vertical piece and a horizontal piece –  

 symbolizing the two things that Jesus taught, lived, and died proclaiming, & the two hallmarks of our Christian faith. 

The vertical piece symbolizes our relationship with God   

 and the horizontal piece symbolizes our relationship with one another.   
 

All of scripture is a call to faith in God and obedience to God's commands  

 to love God with all one's heart and soul and mind and strength and to love one's neighbor as oneself. 

That's what set Jesus a part – he had an unbelievable faith,  

  he loved God with his whole being and he loved his neighbors as himself. 

 and because of that faith and that love,  

  he had the courage to obey even when that obedience led him to death on a cross. 
 

You and I are called to that same kind of cross-shaped life. 

 We are called to that vertical relationship with God and to that horizontal relationship with the rest of God's creation. 

 We are called to trust in God's love and power so much that we are willing to risk everything else we love –  

  our possessions, our families, our lives – if that is what God asks of us.    

 And we are called to love one another the way Christ loved us –  

  enough to give up our lives for those we love even when they cause us the deepest hurt. 

When we live with a deep trust in God's love and power and a deep love for one another,  

 people will see the shape of the cross on us, the hallmark of faith,   

  and know that we are Christians, sterling believers, the real deal.  Amen  

                                                 
i http://www.ifranks.com/the-history-of-the-british-silver-hallmarking-system 


