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Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 Salem 

Romans 4:13–25 

Mark 8:31-38 Bridgeport 

"Impossible!  …or not…?" 

 

"If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.   

Let me be honest here:  I hear those words and I want to immediately run away and hide! 

 

But in that moment of hesitation before my feet leave the ground, come these words –  

 
35

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake… will save it.   

 which make me think twice. 

It seems that if I want to save my life by running and hiding, I'll lose it! 

What in heaven's name does Jesus mean?  What on earth am I supposed to do? 

 

Which is why I read the Bible and go to Bible study and come to church.   

So I can figure out not only how to save my life, but how to get that abundant life that Jesus promised! 

 

And here's what our scriptures today tell us…. 

 

God made this amazing promise to Abram –  

 to bless him with land and descendants in order that he might be a blessing. 

Now here's what you need to know: 

 1. From the outset this is quite a promise,  

   considering that Abram is 75 years old and his wife, Sarai, is 66 

    and they haven't been able to have even one child – let alone a "nation"; 

 2. The promise begins with a command to GO –  

   from your country, your relatives, and your home – from everything that's familiar –  

   to….well, God doesn't tell him! 

    He just has to set out without knowing where he's going –  

     only that God will provide guidance along the way; 

 3. Despite the complete outlandishness of the promise & the unbelievable risk asked of him, 

   Abram wants the dream so much that he actually goes. 

And here's what happens. 

 Abram begins his journey, God reiterates the promise
i
, God brings him through some scary situations 

  and Abram responds in thanks by giving God one tenth of all he owns
ii
. 

 10 years later, there is still no land, but God reiterates the promise  

  and this time specifies which land – land that is currently occupied by 10 different tribes
iii

. 

 10 years later, there is still no child, either, 

  so Abram decides to help God along and has a child with his wife's maid
iv

. 

 13 more years pass, Sarah is now 90 and Abraham is 99, still no land or child, 

  and God reiterates the promise,  

   specifying that it is Sarah and Abraham who will be the father and mother of many nations,  

   and having them change their names accordingly. 

    (Just think what a witness of faith that was:  

     for childless Sarah to tell people they were to call her the mother of many nations!) 

   God also tells Abraham to circumcise himself,  

    which since no one else had ever done that, took a lot of faith, too!!!)
v
 

 And finally, 25 years after God's initial promise, 20 years after Abraham first tithes,  

  Abraham and Sarah finally see God's promises being fulfilled.
vi

 



Isn't that an amazing story of faith?   

 At the ages of 75 and 66, even though they had lived ordinary lives up until that point,  

  Abraham and Sarah believed that God wanted to give them their hearts desire –  

   land and a child of their own, both of which would multiply into many nations. 

 Even at that age, they were willing to leave behind all that was familiar and to set out into the unknown, 

   risking all that they had. 

 5 years passed and they were still alive and God was still with them  

  and even though God had not yet given them their dream, they were thankful and decided to tithe. 

 Another 18 years pass, and they are 90 and 99, God has still only given them promises,  

   & yet they STILL have enough faith for Abraham to circumcise himself & for them to change their names. 

 And finally, at long last, their faith is rewarded  

  and they begin to experience the fulfilling of their dreams and God's promises.   
 

That's what Jesus meant when he said that  

 when we focus on saving our lives, we lose them –  but when we're willing to lose them, we find them. 

 Abraham and Sarah's dream was to start something new,  

   to be the originators, the father and mother of many nations, 

  but that could not have happened if they had stayed at home – even if they had had a child there,  

  for then that child would only have been a continuation of the old order & not the beginning of the new.  

 If Abraham and Sarah had focused on saving their lives, they would have never left home 

  and they would never found their dream of their own land. 

 Instead they were willing to leave the safety of home, to risk losing their very lives, 

  and because they trusted God enough to do that,  

   God was able to answer their prayers and give them their dreams. 
 

 Jesus' dream was to conquer death, but that could not have happened if he had not been willing to die. 

 But because Jesus trusted God enough to be crucified, to die and to be buried,  

  God was able to answer his prayer and give him his dream by raising him from the dead. 
 

I love how the author of The Message translates the words of Paul: 
 "13 

That…promise God gave Abraham… was not given because of something Abraham did or would do.  

  It was based on God’s decision to put everything together for him,  

   which Abraham then entered when he believed."  [Romans 4] 
 

Take your greatest dream – however impossible it may seem – and understand this: 

 There is no way you can reach a huge dream if you simply continue doing what you've always done. 

 God has given you that dream, and wants you to have it,    

  but in order to reach it, like Abraham and Sarah,  

   you have go, you have to leave behind all that feels familiar and safe,  

   and you have to set out in faith, on an adventure with God. 

 God has given you that dream and God has already "put everything together" for it, 

  so it's there for you, but you have to "enter" into it by "believing". 

 God has given you that dream in which you will find new life, 

  but to your new life, you have to be willing to let the old life die, 

   just as Jesus did when he took up his cross and, in faith, followed God. 
 

So dream, and then have faith to follow your dream. 

And if you are having trouble believing it will ever happen, remember what God can do. 

God can make a 90 and 99 year old the mother and father of many nations. 

God can raise a man from the dead. 

And if God can do those great and wondrous things, then our little dreams? A piece of cake! 

  In fact God has them already prepared and waiting for us. 

  We just have to be willing to go where God leads and enter into them 

   as we continue to have faith – no matter how long it takes.  Amen 
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