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They must have been confused.   

 Jesus had just had this amazing day – he had healed Simon's mother-in-law in an instant,  

  and when news of that spread, the whole town had showed up with everyone they knew who was sick. 

 Jesus had healed many of them, too. 

 And now the news had spread and there was a whole line of people waiting for him, waiting to be healed. 

 And Jesus was nowhere to be found. 

They finally caught up with him and were getting ready to go back,  

 when Jesus explained they weren't going back – they were going on. 

Why on earth would he leave when there were still people back home that he could help? 

Well it seemed that Jesus had something more important to do than heal people,  

 but what on earth could be more important than healing people who were sick? 

And Jesus told them:   

 "Let us go on … so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do." 

What was more important than healing people was telling people this message: 

 God's kingdom exists not in the future, but in the present –  

  and you can live in that amazing kingdom right here, right now, if you change your whole belief system 

  & start putting all your trust in God's power & love instead of in your own abilities & common sense. 

That was what Jesus came to tell us. 

And that's the task Jesus left for us to do.   

 

Let me tell you a story
i
. 

 A small town decided to have an auction to raise money for a community center.    

 The townsfolk looked through closets and drawers,  

  investigated their attics and garages and managed to gather an impressive collection  

   of trinkets, white elephants, bits and pieces of furniture, and other slightly more valuable items.  

 

 The auction proceeded quite well,  

  and several thousand dollars had been raised by the time the last item was brought forward –  

   a dusty old violin that had obviously been in the back of someone's garage for years. 

 

 "What am I bid for it", asked the auctioneer, holding it out at arm's length.   

 There was only silence.    

 Finally someone yelled out, "Fifty bucks!".   

 

 Then, from the back, an old man whom no one knew, came to the front and asked to see the violin.   

 He took it into his arms and began to play it.   

 Its beautiful sound filled the room and touched everyone's heart.   

 When he finished, he handed the violin back to the auctioneer and walked away. 

  

 "What am I bid?" the auctioneer called out again.   

 "$100! $250! $500!  $1000!" and so the bids went until the violin finally sold for $1500. 

 

Now I want you to remember this story and ask yourselves 

 - what does it have to do with our calling to go forth and tell others about Jesus? 

 



The church that has been sharing our building is going to be leaving us because – get this! –   

  they are outgrowing our space. 

 People here have asked me what their secret is.  

 Well, there are actually a few things that contribute to their success, but I'll tell you the number one reason:   

  they are passionate about their faith, and their top priority is to share that faith with everyone they know.   

 Church is not just something they do on Sundays –  

   it's where they learn what living out one's faith means every day, every moment of their lives.  

  They're expected to be at worship – and to arrange their schedules so that will happen. 

  They're expected to pray – on their own and with other people. 

  They're expected to study the Bible and figure out how to apply Jesus' teachings to their lives. 

  They're expected to talk about their faith with each other, and with other people in their lives. 

  They're expected to tithe – or at least begin the journey to tithing. 

 And as they do these things, they find that – lo and behold! – their lives change,  

   in little and sometimes in big ways, 

  and they are so excited about this that they want other people to share in this amazing experience, 

   and they can't help but share it. 

 And because of their witness, family members & friends & neighbors & co-workers decide to give it a try. 

As each member nurtures his or her relationship with God, the faith of the members grow, they share that faith,  

 and the congregation grows, too. 

 

Jesus, knew that he couldn't accomplish his task without God.   

 That's why he left those still in need to go off alone  

  where he could talk with God, ask questions of God, listen for answers from God,  

   and have his heart and soul refreshed by God. 

 Of course he knew and believed that serving others was important –  

  but he also knew that the greatest service flows from a full heart. 

 

That's what makes Salem's mission statement so brilliant.   

 If you'll notice:  our mission is not praise and service; our mission is to share our joy. 

 And if we aren't full of joy, it means we need to do what Jesus did: 

  allow God to transform our lives, and to fill us with such faith and love that we can't help but share it. 

 

Today, as we receive Norine and Aleks and Sara as new members, they will be asked to make promises to God: 
  to live as part of our community, to commit to worshipping, learning, witnessing and serving with us, 

 The rest of us can use this opportunity to re-commit ourselves to growing in all of these areas. 

But the most important thing that they and any of us can do  

 is to ask God to transform our lives so that we really can put all our trust in God's power and love, 

  and then be so filled with joy that we can't help but share that joy with everyone else in our lives. 

 

The reason I told you that story about the violin is because that's what congregations are like. 

 We are all like violins – some may be worth hundreds of dollars and others may be worth thousands. 

 But no one will know how much we are worth until we allow ourselves to be played by the master. 

We could be a Stradivarius but if we're covered with dust in the back of a garage, 

 who will ever know and who will ever come to hear us? 

 

God calls each of us here in order to transform us into people who really believe and live like the message we proclaim: 

 We can live in God's amazing kingdom right here, right now. 

 All we need to do is trust God's power and love and live out that trust in every decision we make, 

  and the music that people hear will be so absolutely beautiful that it will draw people from miles around,  

   filling them with joy, and transforming their hearts and lives.  

 Of that I am sure.  Amen 
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