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Genesis 9:8–17 Salem 

1 Peter 3:18–22 (& Mark 1:9–15) Bridgeport 

"Let Them See Rainbows" 

 

The season leading up to Easter that we now call "Lent" began as a time of catechesis  

  for those who had felt the call to become a Christian.   

 Their time was spent in learning, praying, and fasting – preparing them for baptism. 

Later, the season became a time for the whole church  

 to remember the covenant God had made with them in baptism 

  and so it's not surprising then that the lessons for these 5 weeks of Lent  

   focus on 5 primary covenants in the Bible and to examine their connection to our baptism.  

Today we heard about God's covenant with Noah,  

 and in the coming weeks, we'll look at God's covenant with Abraham, Moses, David and Jeremiah. 
 

So, today we have the story of Noah and the ark. 

 On the one hand, it's the cute story we tell our children  

  about a family and all their animals taking a boat ride in the rain until the sun came out. 

 On the other, it's a terrifying tale of devastation and destruction,  

  made ever so more real as we watched helplessly as the winds and rains of Hurricane Katrina, 

   affected over 93000 square miles, flooding 80% of our nation's 35
th

 largest city,  

   destroying 300,000 homes, displacing 770,000 people,  

   leaving 118 million cubic yard of debris behind, 

   resulting in 96 billion dollars in damage, and causing 1833 people to lose their lives. 

 We know that the flood in Katrina's wake happened.   

  In fact it is the worst natural disaster in our nation's history
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But did the flood in Noah's day happen?   

 Robert Ballard, one of the world's best-known underwater archaeologists who located the Titanic, 

  believes it did. 

 He says that 12000 years ago there was ice a mile thick reaching from here in CT clear to the North Pole. 

  When the ice began to melt, there were floods all around the world, around 5,000 BCE. 

 One such flood is believed to have been caused  

  by an enormous wall of water rising from the Mediterranean Sea  

   and flowing with 200 times the force of Niagara Falls,  

    sweeping away everything in what is now Turkey,  

     and turning a small freshwater lake surrounded by farmland into the now-salty Black Sea. 

 The tale of this traumatic event, seared into the collective memory of those who survived, 

  was passed down from generation to generation.
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And as people struggled to make sense of such tragedy and grace,  

 stories were told that attempted to give people the answers they so desperately sought. 

  One story was of the Babylonian god Marduk defeating Tiamat, the goddess of the salty sea, 

   and placing his bow in the heavens to celebrate his victory
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  & another story is the one that has been handed down to us – the story of Noah, the ark & the rainbow. 

While they didn't know about the glacier melting, there were things they did know: 

 Human beings didn't always live the way they should. 

 There was a catastrophic flood that caused unimaginable destruction,  

  but it hadn't wiped out the whole world. 

 It seemed like every kind of animal that had been created had survived, including some very blessed people. 

 And every time they saw a rainbow, that shimmering prism of light shining through rain, 

  they remembered that they were alive because their ancestors had survived the storm. 



Peter interprets the story on a different level. 

 None of us always lives the way we should. 

 As the waters of the flood cleansed the earth of sinful human beings, 

  so the waters of baptism cleanse us of sin  

   so that we can continue to live as our Creator originally intended. 
 

And what does this story of flood and ark and rainbow mean for us? 

 Storms happen.   

 But God created us and loves us and wants us to survive,  

  so God teaches us how to prepare for the storms, God protects us during them,  

   and God brings us safely through them. 

 And in all of that there is beauty. 
 

A rainbow is one of the most beautiful of God's creations, but they can't exist without rain. 

 The only time we can see them is when we are looking through the rain at the light. 

 

Now that doesn't mean that the storms are anything to be taken lightly. 

 Storms can be fearsome destroyers and they can go on for what seems like forever. 

It's what the writers of scriptures meant  

 when they talked about Noah's 40 days of rain and Jesus' 40 days in the wilderness. 

40 days meant it seems like forever. 

 40 days of arctic temperatures – will it ever be spring?   

 40 days of rain – will it ever stop? 

 40 days of emotional and spiritual struggle in the desert – will it ever end? 

 40 days of whatever you are struggling with – will it ever get better? 
 

The story of Noah promises that yes, the storm will pass, the sun will come out, a rainbow will appear, 

 flood waters will recede, dry land will appear, plants will grow again, birds will fly, and life will go on. 

While we don't always live as we ought, God loves us as God loves all that God has created, 

 and will help us survive and thrive if only we listen. 
 

Each year we dedicate 40 days before Easter as a time to remember what God has taught us. 

 We take 40 days to confront our own sinfulness & confess our guilt, to examine ourselves and repent  

  to look at where we have gotten off course, and decide how we can get back on. 

 We take 40 days to nurture our relationship with God – thru prayer & worship, Bible study & discussion. 

 We take 40 days to practice venturing outside our comfort zone. 

 We take 40 days to practice generosity with our money and our time. 

 We take 40 days to practice bringing light and color and joy into the lives of others. 
 

As the waters of flood cleansed the world, so have the waters of baptism cleansed us. 

As the flood washed away evil from the world, so has baptism washed away sin from our lives. 

As God was intent on saving the full range of creation's original magnificence,  

 so God is intent on saving the original magnificence that is you.   

And as God gave rainbows to show the beauty of light in the midst of rain, 

 so God calls us to be light for those who are caught in storms, 

  so that they can see rainbows: 

   hope in the midst of despair, faith in the midst of doubt, courage in the midst of fear,  

   patience in the midst of affliction, comfort in the midst of suffering, joy in the midst of sorrow,  

   and love in the midst of loneliness. 
 

God made you, and loves you, and God has kept you safe thus far along the way. 

Go out and share the good news with everyone else riding out the storm. 

Be light so that looking at you through the rain, they will see a rainbow.  Amen 
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