
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-
indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another.  For the whole law is summed up in a single command-
ment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”       Galatians 4:13-14 
Freedom is an easy word for Americans.  We consider ourselves to be free – we have political freedoms, religious 
freedoms, economic freedom.  How can we relate to Paul’s call to live our freedom and not submit to a yoke of slav-
ery? 
 
In Galatians, Paul writes to a community he started – a community of Greek-speaking Gentiles, former pagans – who 
experienced the power of Jesus through his witness of word and action.    They have embraced Christ as the center 
of their lives and are finding their way in totally new territory – less than 20 years after Christ’s resurrection.    There 
are no creeds, no liturgies, no books of theology, no New Testament.  They have none of the “rules of faith” we take 
for granted and depend on.  They’re living by seat-of-the-pants faith.    And they’re healthy and growing. 
 
Then, along come some other missionaries – appalled that the Galatians aren’t following all the Jewish customs fol-
lowed by many of the early Jewish Christians, including circumcision, kosher eating, temple pilgrimages, Sabbath 
rituals and the like.  The old rules collide with the new faith.    Puzzled, the Galatians write to Paul, thinking that this is 
a new demand of their faith. 

 
On paper (actually, on sheepskin vellum) Paul explodes – “do not ex-
change your freedom for a yoke of slavery!”     He asserts that the experi-
ence of Jesus is all that is needed going forward, there is no need to 
adopt a rule-bound life of cultural rituals that are foreign to them.     Even-
tually, Paul’s attitude is adopted by the early Church, and all are wel-
comed, whether of Jewish heritage or not.   But it doesn’t happen over-
night or without a struggle. 
 
We are free – but there are no laws to protect the freedom of the soul.   
Are we tempted to impose cultural rules on ourselves or others that im-
pede the freedom of the love of Christ from truly thriving in our midst?  
Paul challenges us, nearly 2000 years after the writing of Galatians, to 
heed his advice and answer the question for our times.    
 
Adult forum will be reading and discussing Galatians February 2, 16, 23, 
and March 2.   
 
Liz Frohrip 
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We are a community of Christian disciples called by the Holy Spirit.  

In response to God’s transforming love, we share our joy through praise and service. 
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What’s Inside 

Feb 2 Presentation of Our Lord 
Semi-Annual Meeting 

Feb 9 Epiphany 5; Scout Sunday 
Scout Breakfast 

Feb 16 Epiphany 6 

Feb 23 Epiphany 7; Chili Cook-Off 

Upcoming Sundays 



SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3160 Park Avenue 

Bridgeport, Connecticut  06604 
Phone (203) 336-3300    Fax (203) 336-8813 

Website:  www.salembridgeport.org 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Service Schedule 
8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. September 22, 2013 

through June 8, 2014 
9:15 a.m. June 15, 2014 through September 7, 

2014 
 

9:15 a.m. Adult Forum, Sunday School and  
Confirmation Class September 22, 2013 thru 

June 8, 2014 
 

Salem’s Staff 
 

The Rev. Marjo Anderson, Pastor 
Cell Phone (203) 982-3441 
marjoanderson@aol.com 

 

Elizabeth Frohrip, Associate in Ministry 
Home Phone (203) 683-7460 
salemaim123@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

 Karl Kraft, Office Manager 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300 
salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

 

Jennifer Reyes and Pablo Cruz, Sextons 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300, ext. 10 

John Bryk (President) Social Ministry 268-8008 

Bert Andren (Vice-President) Property 255-3694 

Rich Lansing (Secretary) Evangelism 367-5040 

Frank Dukenski 
         (Non council Treasurer)                             

Finance 268-0520 

Katie Adams Evangelism 502-1003 

Liz Bales Worship & Music 283-0534 

Mary Anne Caragol Education 521-3752 

Dale Danowski Finance 925-0359 

Wes Murphy  Staff Support 345-6731 

Mike Perretta Worship & Music 452-1002 

Charlotte Schlegel Staff Support 929-1530 

Martha Somers Stewardship 445-8275 

Diane Tomasko 

 

Education, Reconciling 

in Christ  

Hannah Wilkins Youth 371-7411 

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month 

unless otherwise noted in the monthly calendar. 

 

Next deadline date is February 15th  for the  

March issue! 

 

Email submissions to 

salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNTIES 

 Council of Churches Programs 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Project Learn After-School Tutoring  

 Community Suppers 

 Youth Workcamps 

 Food and Clothing Collections 

 Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts 

 12-Step Groups 

 CROP Walk 

 Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Chocolate 

 Disaster Relief Fund-raisers 

Cover Photo: Salem’s RIC banner. Photo by Rich 

Lansing 

Condolences to the family of Frank 

Carlson, III. Frank was the son of 

Nancy Carlson, and the brother of 

Karen McPadden.  Frank died Janu-

ary 26th. His funeral was held at Salem on January 30th. 



The following people have asked for 

healing, help, guidance or comfort.  

 
Joan B. 

Marge S. 

Barbara B. 

Sam B., friend of Wes 

M. 

Roland C. 

Erick D. 

Grace D. 

Bob H. 

Dennis H. 

Sylvitha 

Jay 

Jinny L. 

Amy N. 

Beverly R. 

Mike R. 

Pete S. 

Manny M. 

Jane M. 

Jana B 

Maurena W 

William S 

Daphne B 

Peter K 

Bobby W 

Anna 

Lisa T 

Barbara L 

James S 

Sarah R 

Janet & Tom S 

Brooks A 

Madison K 

 

Please contact Linda Bryk to set a 

date for coffee hour in February,  

March, or April 

 

 (203)268-8008  

momryk@yahoo.com 

 

Feb 2: Semi-Annual Meeting 

Feb 9: Boy Scouts 

Feb 16: Charlotte & Ron Schlegel 

Feb 23: Liz & Joe Bales 

 
Roberta Bellows ................................ 1 
Dan Foth ............................................ 1 
Hailey Dewalt .................................... 3 
Keith Murphy ..................................... 3 
Brian Gannon .................................. 11 
Clara Horton .................................... 13 

Kerry Schulz ..................................... 13 
Bill Winter ......................................... 13 
Michael Gulyas ................................. 13 
Ann Martin ........................................ 14 
Carol Lansing ................................... 16 
Audrey Anderson ............................. 19 
Carin Gannon ................................... 19 
Candice Aiken .................................. 26 
Judy Albers ...................................... 26 
Cindy Perretta .................................. 26 
Katie Adams ..................................... 27 
Katie Hooper .................................... 27 
Aleks Stortstrom ............................... 28 
Tom Foth .......................................... 29 

A belated Happy Birthday to Reinie Lange, Jan 3rd. 

Thank you to Dave Albers for donating and installing 

the water cooler in the community room.  Thank you 

to Tom and Becky Foth for donating the projector that 

has already been used for adult forums and Wednes-

day evening Bible Study. 

On January 19th, Salem's baptized 
membership increased by 1 with the 
baptism of Jaxon Bennett Gulyas. 
Jaxon is the son of Michael and 
Carissa Gulyas. Sponsors were 
Melinda Duddy, John Duddy, Jennifer 
Murphy, Ryan Algeri and Janie Alge-
ri. Welcome Jaxon! 



         UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS 

Feb 2 Presentation of Our Lord; Semi-Annual Meeting 

Feb 3 Property Committee—7:30 

Feb 4 Education Committee—5:30; Staff Support—7:30 

Feb 8 Men’s Breakfast—8:00 

Feb 9 Epiphany 5; Blood Pressure Screening; Scout Sunday; Scout Break-
fast—9:00; Evangelism, Worship& Music Committees—11:45 

Feb 10 Social Ministry Committee—7:30 

Feb 11 Stewardship Committee—7:30 

Feb 16 Epiphany 6 

Feb 17 OFFICE CLOSED; Finance Committee—6:30; Executive Committee—
7:30 

Feb 23 Epiphany 7; Chili Cook-Off—11:30; RIC Committee—11:45 

Feb 24 Council—7:30 

  

  

Feb 9 
Mar 9 
Apr 13 
May 4 
Jun 8 

Jul TBD 

Aug TBD 
Sep 14 
Oct 12 
Nov 9 
Dec 14 

Habitat Work Day  
 

There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex 

to sign up for our next work day which is 

Feb 22, 2014. 

2014 Blood Pressure 
Screening Dates 

On Saturday, March 29 the Council of Churches will be holding its 

annual fundraiser.  This year Salem is to be honored with the Faith 

and Community Award at this event.  We hope many of our mem-

bers will be able to attend.  It will feature Broadway performers from 

the New Paradigm Theatre and will be held at the United Congrega-

tional Church in Bridgeport.  More details to follow, but please save 

the date. 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians is sometimes called the Magna Carta of Christian liberty. 
As a letter to a community around the year 55, it argues against the assertion that one 
must become a Jew before being allowed to become a Christian. As read in today’s 
context the central assertion is still formative for us:  a person becomes right with God 
by faith in Christ, and not by the performance of good works and ritual observances. 
Join us on February 2, 16, 23, and March 2 to explore this book that defines our free-
dom from the law. 

Bethesda Music Series – Sunday, February 16th at 3:30pm, Bethesda Lutheran Church, 450 Whitney Ave, New Ha-

ven, will host a Community Hymn Festival. The festival will feature Bethesda and New Haven community instru-

mentalists and choirs, Encore Music Creations, Scott Perkins, Brett Judson, and Lars Gjerde. There will be a freewill 

offering for Habitat for Humanity. 

On Superbowl Sunday, February 2, the Confirmands and Youth will be celebrating 'Soup'er 
Bowl Sunday by collecting money and can goods for hunger related causes.  There will be a collection 
before and after each service.  We look to do our part to tackle hunger.  



High school and middle school youth from 
Salem and Tabor Lutheran Churches will 
be participating in World Vision's 30 Hour 
Famine on February 21st and 22nd. The 
youth will be abstaining from food for 30 
hours while raising money for World Vision, 
which helps feed hundreds of starving chil-
dren every year. There is enough good in 
the world for everyone to eat over 2,000 
calories a day. Then why do almost 10,000 
children die a day of hunger related caus-
es. $35 can help feed a child for one month! The youth are excited and humbled to experience what starv-
ing kids go through every day, even if only for a weekend. For more information about the famine, or donat-
ing, contact Katie Adams at adamsk49@sacredheart.edu. thank you and God bless! 
 
The theme for this year’s famine is “Release the Feast”, based on the parable in Luke 14:15-24 — and this 
is one emotionally charged story! 
 
You know how it goes: The master has planned a great feast and his invitees are dodging the party. Ex-
cuse after excuse. The master’s being rejected, and he knows it. He’s had enough of the folks who won’t 
accept his generosity, and tells his servant to go invite those who have been rejected by the world to take 
their place. 
 
The master is passionate about opening his arms to these people. Just like God — who invites absolutely 
everyone to experience the abundant life He has to give, both physically and spiritually. And the poor, who 
know what it feels like to go without, will rejoice at being welcomed. 
 
This story makes a strong statement. But then, does the 30 Hour Famine — because this year we’re trying 
to raise $10 million to help feed and care for 23,800 children for a whole year. 
 
That’s where you come in. 
 
The 30 Hour Famine is an incredible movement of 300,000 students and their leaders . . . but we can’t help 
all these kids without you. Every single person counts. 

During a lull in the superbowl, a man turns to the lady on his left and says, "You and I are sitting next to the only 
empty seat in the stadium and these seats are being scalped at $5,000 a pop!" The lady replies, 
"Yes, it was my late husband's seat." The man offers condolences and says, "But I would have 
thought a friend or a relative would have wanted to make use of it." "Yes," says the lady, "I would 
have thought so, too... but they all insisted on going to the funeral." 

mailto:adamsk49@sacredheart.edu




The Stewardship committee would like to inform everyone Salem offers the ability to have “Electronic Giving” through “Simply 
Giving” endorsed by Thrivent for donations/gifts/offering.  
  
The process to use “Simply Giving” is as follows: 
  1) Fill out the form (copy below) and give it to Frank Dukenski 
 2) Frank submits the form to Vanco (the clearinghouse) 
 3) Processing requires about 3 weeks until automated donations begin 
  
Note that the timing/frequency is limited to monthly (on either the 1st or 15th) or every other week.  If you appreciate the con-
venience of electronic payments, this is an alternate way of donating to Salem that some members are already using. 
  
The Stewardship Committee 



Columbarium Report 
 

 

At the 2013 winter semi-annual meeting, it was moved, seconded and passed that a task force be convened to investi-

gate the possibility of building a columbarium at Salem.  Bert Andren, Joe Bales, and Dick Bellows volunteered to be 

on the task force.  After the meeting it was suggested the task force should include some women and Cary Andren, Liz 

Bales, and Roberta Bellows agreed to join the task force.  Pastor Anderson agreed to serve as the staff liaison. 

 

Bert and Cary Andren had visited 3 columbaria on Skidaway Island in Savannah, GA (St. Peter's Episcopal, Messiah 

Lutheran, and Skidaway Island United Methodist) and had taken photographs which they shared with the task force. 

 

The task force decided to visit both memorial gardens (gardens in which ashes can be either scattered or buried) and 

columbaria (walls, rooms or monuments in which ashes can be interred).  After Pastor Anderson compiled a list of 

well-known ones within an hour's drive of Salem, the task force embarked on 2 trips.  The first trip consisted of visits 

to First Lutheran Church of the Reformation in New Britain, Grace Episcopal in Newington, Concordia Lutheran in 

Manchester, Trinity Episcopal in Hartford, St. John's Episcopal in Bristol, and Gloria Dei Lutheran in Forestville.  The 

second trip took the group to Church of the Epiphany (Episcopal) in Southbury, United Congregational in Southbury, 

Greenfield Hill Congregation in Fairfield, and Holy Trinity Lutheran in Trumbull.  Without exception, the people we 

met at the various churches were proud of their memorial gardens and/or columbaria, and excited to share information 

with us. 

 

The memorial gardens we visited ranged from a simple round grassy field with a cross (St. John's, Bristol) to a beauti-

fully landscaped area with memorial wall and a path which wound its way through the woods (Gloria Dei, 

Forestville).  The former reminded us of the Zold memorial on our property by Park Avenue; the latter reminded us of 

the wooded area back behind the gazebo. 

 

The columbaria we visited ranged from a simple hollow stone wall topped with slate (Epiphany and United, South-

bury) to a huge monument (Holy Trinity, Trumbull).  The task force could envision many different possibilities at Sa-

lem, including a free-standing stone wall up near the gazebo or a pink brick wall on the back of the church between 

the kitchen and Sunday School doors.   

 

Some churches (Concordia, Manchester) had both memorial gardens and columbaria, and some had labyrinths 

(Trinity, Hartford). 

 

Bert Andren took photos and Pastor Anderson put together 3 display boards – one of memorial gardens (the least ex-

pensive option), one of columbaria, and one of combinations.  We encourage you to look at the pictures and speak to a 

member of the task force if you have any questions. 

 

The task force developed a survey which is being made available to everyone in the congregation.  By filling out the 

survey, you will help us gauge whether there is enough interest to move forward on this project.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Anderson 



Survey on Memorial Garden and/or Columbarium 
 
 

Your Name:               
 
 

Definitions: 
memorial garden - a garden in which ashes can be either scattered or buried 
columbarium - a wall or room or monument in which ashes can be interred 
 
 

Questionnaire:                
 (please circle your response) 
  
1.   Have you already made plans for your burial?    yes     no 
 
2. If you haven’t already made plans for your burial,  

 would you like to have your ashes left at Salem?      yes maybe  no 
  
3. Would you like to have them scattered in a memorial garden?  yes maybe  no 
 
 Would you be willing to pay $200 for this (ahead of time)?     yes maybe  no 
  
4. Would you like to have them buried in a memorial garden?   yes maybe  no 
 
 Would you be willing to pay $400 for this (ahead of time)?     yes maybe  no 
  
5. Would you like to have them interred in a columbarium  

 (a wall, for instance)?         yes maybe  no 
 
 Would you be willing to pay $800 for this (ahead of time)?     yes maybe  no 
  
6. Even if you already have other plans for your remains,  

 would you be interested in donating to the cost  
 of a memorial garden and/or columbarium at Salem  
 in honor or in memory of someone else?     yes maybe  no 

 
 If so, how much might this be?  

  
7.  Please share any other thoughts or feelings you have about a memorial garden 
 and/or columbarium at Salem: 
 

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

           

 
Please return your completed survey to the church office. Thank You 



 

Save the Date 
Habitat Work Day 

February 22, 2014! 

 
 
Salem is once again a Faith Partner for Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield County for 2014.  In addition to our financial 
commitment in our Outreach budget, we are committed to two workdays to support Habitat's mission of building communities 
one family at a time. 
 
Our workday in November 2013 was overbooked and we actually had to turn down some volunteers, so please sign up on the 
sign up sheet in the narthex on the red bulletin board. 
 
If you would like to help coordinate this work day, please contact Wes Murphy at 203-892-9477 or by e-mail 
at wmurphycpa@gmail.com 
 
 
Here are answers to frequently asked questions on these work days: 
 
What if it rains/snows? 

We build in all types of weather all year long! We will do everything possible to relocate you to an indoor task in bad 
weather, but this may not always be possible, so please dress appropriately! 

 
Where should we meet? 

Meet at the warehouse (1542 Barnum Ave. Bridgeport, CT 06610) if working in Greater Bridgeport. 
 
What time should we meet/how will the day go? 

Greater Bridgeport Construction Sites Volunteers working in greater Bridgeport begin arriving at the warehouse at 8:00 
to sign-in and make nametags, complete any paperwork and to help load the trucks if necessary. Our Opening will begin 
at 8:30 and then everyone will be dispersed to various sites immediately following the Opening. Volunteers walk or drive 
their vehicles to the construction sites. 

 
Lunch is usually about a half hour long at 12:00 and is the responsibility of the group or individual volunteer. Note for 
groups: If one group is split on various sites, please decide on lunch plans in advance. 
The day normally ends about 3:00/3:30. Please help clean up the site and put materials and tools back on the truck be-
fore leaving. 

 
How should I dress? 

Dress for the weather! And wear clothes that you do not care too much about, because this is construction. Clothes can 
get dirty, paint stained or otherwise ruined. Wear hard, thick soled shoes—work boots are best! 

 
What should I bring? 

It is not required that you bring tools, however, if you have them, it is best to bring them so that you have them. If you do 
bring tools, please label everything with your name and take them home with you when you leave! 

Best things to have/wear: 
• Pencil 
• Nail pouch 
• Tape measure 
• Hammer 
• Utility knife 
• Screw driver 
• Sunscreen 
• Work boots 
• Work gloves 
• Safety goggles 
• Dust masks 
• Lunch 
• Water 
• Snacks 

mailto:203-892-9477
mailto:wmurphycpa@gmail.com


“We need water for cooking, for drinking, for washing the children, for vegetables. We can’t grow vege-
tables without water. So we can’t eat healthy. The people need water. The cows need water. People 
don’t come to church because they are fetching water. Children don’t go to school, because they are 
fetching water.” Edda Mbwambo’s frustration is understandable. Edda serves as pastor of Iringa Road 
Lutheran Parish in central Tanzania where water is very, very precious.Precious water 
 

Mzogole is a small village that is part of Edda’s parish. The villagers here do not have adequate water. 
Scrawny cattle graze on sparse, brown grass. Everything is dry and dusty (see photo at right). 
 

There is an old well with a windmill that was constructed 40 years ago. Unfortunately, the pump has bro-
ken repeatedly and can no longer be repaired. The people of Mzogole have resorted to digging holes in 

the sand of a nearby dry river bed. As the water slowly seeps into the hole, they dip it out to fill buckets and jerry cans, which 
they carry home balanced on their heads. 
 

Fortunately, their ELCA companion synod, Northwestern Ohio, is raising money to rehabilitate the well and install an electric 
submersible pump powered by either a generator or solar panels. With this partnership and effort, Mzogole may have water 
again soon.  
 

Water gives life 
 

The people living in the semi-arid central plains of Tanzania, near the capital, Dodoma, suffer from chronic water shortages. 
Their average annual rainfall is only 
about 22 inches, about 85 percent of 
which falls between December and 
April. Near the end of the dry season 
there is no grass, just trees, thorns and 
scrub brush. Yet in the short rainy sea-
son, this area produces corn, sunflowers 
and sorghum. Many people also have 
cows, goats and donkeys. Precious wa-
ter 
 

In the village of Mlenga located near 
Mpwapwa, southeast of Dodoma, the 
villagers send donkeys about three 
miles to a river to bring back jerry cans of water. (See photo at right.) Each five-gallon can of water can be sold for 1,000 Tanza-
nian shillings, or about $0.60. That may not sound like much, but the average person earns less than $2 a day here, according 
to the World Bank. 
 
St. Peter Lutheran Church in Blackberry, Ohio, in the Northwestern Ohio Synod has spearheaded an effort to raise money to drill 
a test well for their sister congregation in Mlenga. There is hope that drilling might begin before the end of the year.  
 
A time to celebrate 
 
The village of Chilungulu is a different story. Here they are inaugurating a rehabilitated village water system. ELCA World Hun-
ger provided the money, and the work was done by government water engineers and the villagers. 
 
It was a grand celebration (see photo), complete with speeches, a brass band and two traditional dance groups. One dance 

group put on a funny skit pointing out that earlier they did not have water, 
but now they have food and clean water. One dancer joked, “What next? 
Peace?” 
 
Thanks to ELCA congregations, synods and ELCA World Hunger, many 
people in this dry and dusty part of the world may soon be able to have 
water to drink, water for crops and animals — water that gives life. 

STORIES OF FAITH IN ACTION 

For more Stories of Faith in 

Action, visit 

www.livinglutheran.com. 

Do you have a story to share? 

E-mail us at stories@elca.org. 

Water, Precious Water 

http://www.livinglutheran.com/


Resurrection Lutheran Church, New Hven, CT 

10 December, 2013 

 

Dear Mission Partners and friends, 

 

They say that you are not supposed to ask. 

 

All the advice and guidance I have received over the years, from various people involved in financial support of 

churches, non-profits, and charities, has said that what one is supposed to do is to tell the stories of what is being done 

and what is transforming things for the better. This is what I hope to have done with reasonable consistency for the 

decades that I have been writing Mission Partners and friends letters to you. I love to tell the story!  

 

However, it came to the time to ask, and I did. WHAT A BLESSING YOUR RESPONSE HAS BEEN! In November, 

for the first time since December 2008. Resurrection caught up with my salary, and I was paid on time, with a check 

that was covered by available resources!! That may not seem unusual to some of you, but it has been a long time of 

living on faith and trust on my part. Thanks be to God for your generosity! I, and the leaders of Resurrection, truly 

cannot find enough gracious words, to thank you for your support and confidence in the year-round ministry of Resur-

rection and its importance for the present and the future of witness and transformation in Hill and other neighborhoods 

in the city of New Haven. (We still own Lutherans In Mission over $4,000, but they do have ample resources, and we 

are continuing to pay down that debt). We try always to have an attitude of gratitude—and when when there are tangi-

ble signs that gratitude is warranted, we are given strength for the times when we need to walk by faith and not by 

sight. (We received support from some of you from whom we had not heard in awhile, and it was so helpful to receive 

that. We also received support from some who made it clear that this was a one-time gift, and we are deeply grateful 

for your sensitivity and generosity as well). 

 

Uplifted by your support and partnership, wonderful events have taken place in the life of our church this fall! First 

among them was the celebration of a number of baptisms: of children, their parents in several cases, and others. Lots 

of communion bread and candles were made in the catechesis process leading up to these baptisms! We have celebrat-

ed 15 baptisms so far this year, and we hope that that number will lead Resurrection to be recognized as one of the 

congregations with the highest number of baptisms in the New England Synod for the year 2013. If not, we will re-

joice that the Kingdom of God is growing apace, in any and all places where this is visibly taking place! Thanks be to 

God again! 

 

Speaking of statistics, recently there was an article about teachers from a local online news source, which included 

statistics about the racial breakdown of students in the New Haven Public Schools (Google search for "New Haven 

Independent, black teachers, November 29" and you should bring this up). It showed a very simple and interesting pie 

graph right at the beginning. Of the students in the system, 41% are listed as Hispanic, and 42% are listed at Black. 

These are the groups who largely compose the membership of Resurrection. There's the future of our city. We hope 

that Resurrection Lutheran Church will be a part of that future. 

 

This letter is also intended to wish you'a very blessed Christmas, and comes with hope that your celebration will con-

tinue through the twelve days of Christmas, on to Tres Reyes, Three Kings, the celebration of Epiphany—and contin-

ue in that season of the manifestation, the realization, the Epiphany of God's presence right here on earth, among us, 

on the streets of the Hill—and your street as well! 

 

Pastor Ruth Drews 



Central African Republic:ELCA increases aid 
Through Lutheran Disaster Response, the ELCA has 
added $50,000 to its commitment of $250,000 to help 
those affected by the violence in the Central African 
Republic. See www.ELCA.org/News-and-Events/7638. 
Also see www.ELCA.org/News-and-Events/7637 for a 
report on a letter sent from ELCA leaders to U.S. Sec-
retary of State John Kerry expressing concern for “the 
grave state of human insecurity in the Central African 
Republic.” And for a first-hand account of the violence, 
see the blog entry from ELCA missionaries June and 
Phillip Nelson at www.ELCA.org/News-and-Events/
blogs/HandInHand/403. 
 

Tanzania: Water, precious water 
In some places in the world, such as the semi-arid re-
gions of Tanzania, life revolves around getting water. 
Fetching water can consume much of a day, and too 
often the water isn’t clean. ELCA missionaries in Tan-
zania, Joe and Deborah Troester, are working to help 
change that. See www.ELCA.org/News-and-Events/
blogs/HandInHand/404.  
 

The Holy Land: Life as a member of the 2 percent 
Bethlehem at Christmas may seem like the perfect 
place to celebrate the birth of Christ. But Christians 
comprise less than 2 percent of the area’s population, 
and “It is, at times, a lonely place to find oneself, partic-
ularly at Christmastime,” write ELCA missionaries Mar-
tin and Angela Zimmann. See www.ELCA.org/Living-
Lutheran/Blogs/2013/12/123113-Life-as-a-member-of-
the-2-percent. 
 

China: ELCA walks hand in hand with Chinese 
Christians 
The Protestant church in China is growing fast in both 
urban and rural areas. More Chinese are in church on 
a given Sunday than in all of Europe. For recent photos 
of how the ELCA accompanies the growing church in 
China, see www.ELCA.org/Living-Lutheran/Photos and 
scroll down to the Dec. 16 post. 
 
Expanding global ministries through relationships 
The ELCA has long-standing relationships with Luther-
an churches around the world. Every year we respond 
to requests from our global companions for financial 
support to expand their ministries — to start new con-
gregations, extend youth outreach, and train pastors 
and evangelists. Together, we achieve these things on 
a scale and scope we could never do alone. Read 
more at www.ELCA.org/globalministries. 

 
Bangladesh: Ministries with the vulnerable  
Quality health care and economic development for the 
most vulnerable plus clean water and disaster relief are 
priorities in this predominately Muslim country whose 
small Christian minority includes two Lutheran church-
es. See http://search.ELCA.org/Pages/OurWork/
Bangladesh.aspx. 
 
Mexico: Support and follow Young Adults in Global 
Mission! 
Six young adults are serving for a year with children, 
youth and migrants and in community development and 
environmental education. Learn more and make a gift 
to support them at https://community.ELCA.org/mexico. 
Or email globalchurch@elca.org to request a profile 
and list of their blogs. 
 
Egypt: Support and connect with a new missionary! 
The Rev. Michael Parker helps develop future leaders 
for the church in this Middle East country through his 
work at the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo. 
Request a profile of him at globalchurch@elca.org or 
make an online gift and learn more about ELCA en-
gagement in Egypt at https://community.ELCA.org/
Egypt. 
 
Helping train International Leaders  
Trained, experienced leaders are critical to the work of 
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ throughout the 
world. Currently, the ELCA provides scholarships to 
more than 40 international students who were identified 
as leaders by our global companions. Read more 
at www.ELCA.org/InternationalLeaders. 
 
Mexico: Immersion trip, April 9-16, 2014 
Worship with the Lutheran faith communities in Mexico 
City during seven days of site visits and engaging lec-
tures and experience the realities of poverty, globaliza-
tion, ecumenism and spirituality in Latin America, with 
an emphasis on the role of Lutheran and Protestant 
churches in Mexico. Seewww.Facebook.com/
GlobalLinks. 
 
Teachers needed in Eastern Europe 
Volunteer to teach English language, literature or other 
subjects to students in 8th to 13th grades in one of sev-
eral church-affiliated schools in Slovakia or Poland. 
See http://download.ELCA.org/ELCA%20Resource%
20Repository/Teach_in_Central_Europe.pdf. 
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Missions in Our Community 

VITAS Innovative Hospice Care is seeking volunteers to sew Memory Bears… a comforting compan-

ion during a time of sadness and loneliness.  A favorite flannel shirt, a fluffy robe, a pair of worn-out 

jeans or a pressed uniform—with the easy-to-follow pattern, VITAS patients’ favorite items can be 

transformed into a precious memory for caregivers and other family members.  Share a little compas-

sion and use your sewing skills to lift the spirit of a family member or friend who has recently suffered 

the loss of a loved one. For more information contact Christine Urpin, (203) 455-3345 or Chris-

tine.urpin@vitas.com. 

 

VITAS is also looking for people who can listen carefully to the hearts and feelings of terminally ill patients and their loved ones. 

VITAS spiritual Care Volunteers offer comfort by listening, prayers, devotional readings, music, life review and reminiscence, 

and other ways.  Upcoming volunteer orientation days are February 13th in Stratford and February 20th in Stamford. For more 

information contact Christine Urpin, (203) 455-3345 or Christine.urpin@vitas.com. 



SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

February, 2014 

 February 2 February 9 February 16 February 23 

Communion 

Minister(s) 

8:15 

Nancy Headford Frank & Grace Dukenski Ian Dow Wes Murphy 

     

Assisting 

Minister 
Rich Kenyon Bruce Tomasko Tom Foth Anita Papp 

Lector/

Communion 

Minister 

Steve Kuczo 
Sam Hooper 

Miles Wilkins 
Katie Adams Cary Andren 

Altar 

Fellowship 

Linda Bryk 

Cindy Roberts 

Linda Bryk 

Cindy Roberts 

Maria Caragol 

Jean Larson 

Maria Caragol 

Jean Larson 

Ushers 

John Bryk 

Joe Bales 

Justin Claus 

Isaiah Rashid 

Ray & Eileen 

Anderson 

Rich & Carol 

Lansing 

Alan & Judy 

Goldbecker 

Tom Larson 

Lisa Goldbecker 

Mike & Cindy 

Perretta 

Tom Foth 

Nick Roberts 

Acolytes/ 

Crucifer 

Hannah Wilkins 

Miles Wilkins/ 

Eliana Llanos 

Martin Cabanillas 

Christoph Dow 

Stephan Dow/ 

Kate Horton 

Haley Danowski 

Elijah Caragol/ 

Martin Cabanillas 

Leah Hintz 

Sarah Stortstrom/ 

Evan Lansing 

Flowers 

Given By 
  

Carol & Rich 

Lansing 

Cindy & Mike 

Perretta 

Coffee Hour 
Semi-annual meeting 

No coffee hour 
Boy Scouts 

Ron & Charlotte 

Schlegel 
Chili Cook-Off 

Tellers 
Liz Bales 

Charlotte Schlegel 

Rich Kenyon 

Martha Somers 

John Bryk 

Mary Anne Caragol 

Dale Danowski 

Frank Dukenski 

Greeters 
Dave Albers 

Sue Chrien 

John & Tracey 

Wilkins 

Roberta Bellows 

Charlotte Schlegel 

Joe Bales 

Laila Hietala 




