
I know you’ve heard of Swedish massage, and perhaps hot rock massage – but this summer I learned how to 
get a grace massage, and I’d like to share the know-how! 
 
In May I experienced the condition called shingles, a painful one I would not care to repeat, nor would I wish it 
on anyone.  The pain involved was unrelenting, untouchable, and wide-spread, and nothing took it away, not 
even the narcotic pain killer my doctor prescribed.   As most of you probably know, pain causes you to tense 
your muscles and you become afraid to relax for fear the pain will take over.  However, in desperation I turned 
to my experience of yoga breathing and relaxation in which you lie still, listen to your body, identify where ten-
sion is and deliberately relax.  As one muscle relaxes, you tune into others.  It can take a long time and a lot of 
concentration, but the relaxation brought relief, and sometimes even sleep.    It made me want to go back to 
yoga class!    

 
Then, a few weeks ago , I ran across a chapter in a book I’m reading 
for morning devotions called “Say Yes to Grace” by Kirk Byron Jones.  
The chapter was called “grace massage”, and in it he identifies a disci-
pline much like the yoga exercise I described above but after relaxing 
each muscle or body part, he suggested repeating this phrase:   “I am 
filled with God’s grace” or something similar.     Reading it before my 
experience with shingles, I thought it sounded a little precious and sim-
plistic.  However, after experiencing the power of breathing and relaxa-
tion I gave it a little more thought and tried it.   
 
Breathing and relaxation create a sort of empty mental and physical 
space.  Recognizing that God can fill all our empty spaces with grace, 
and repeating the prayer that he will do so brought me an amazing 
sense of peace and God’s abiding love.    I understood what he meant 
by “grace massage”.     Usually we are too full of ourselves and our 
own concerns to have enough empty space for God to enter.   
 
Practicing a physical discipline while practicing recognizing God’s 
presence is not quick or easy.  But, maybe you have a little more time 
in the summer?  Time on the beach?  Time in a hammock?  Why not 
try a grace massage:  it’s free and effective.   
 
Liz Frohrip 
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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3160 Park Avenue 

Bridgeport, Connecticut  06604 
Phone (203) 336-3300    Fax (203) 336-8813 

Website:  www.salembridgeport.org 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Service Schedule 
8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. September 16, 2012 

through June 2, 2013 
9:15 a.m. June 9, 2012 through September 15, 

2013 
 

9:15 a.m. Adult Forum, Sunday School and  
Confirmation Class beginning September 22, 

2013 
 

Salem’s Staff 
 

The Rev. Marjo Anderson, Pastor 
Cell Phone (203) 982-3441 
marjoanderson@aol.com 

 

Elizabeth Frohrip, Associate in Ministry 
Home Phone (203) 683-7460 
salemaim123@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

 Karl Kraft, Office Manager 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300 
salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

 

Jennifer Reyes and Pablo Cruz, Sextons 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300, ext. 10 

John Bryk (President) Social Ministry 268-8008 

Bert Andren (Vice-President) Property 255-3694 

Rich Lansing (Secretary) Evangelism 367-5040 

Frank Dukenski (Treasurer) 
                            Non council 

Finance 268-0520 

Katie Adams Evangelism 502-1003 

Liz Bales Worship & Music 283-0534 

Mary Anne Caragol Education 521-3752 

Dale Danowski Finance 925-0359 

Wes Murphy  Staff Support 345-6731 

Mike Perretta Worship & Music 452-1002 

Charlotte Schlegel Staff Support 929-1530 

Martha Somers Stewardship 445-8275 

Diane Tomasko Education, RIC  

Hannah Wilkins Youth 371-7411 

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month 

unless otherwise noted in the monthly calendar. 

 

Next deadline date is August 15th for the  

September issue! 

 

Email submissions to 

salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNTIES 

 Council of Churches Programs 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Project Learn After-School Tutoring  

 Community Suppers 

 Youth Workcamps 

 Food and Clothing Collections 

 Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts 

 12-Step Groups 

 CROP Walk 

 Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Chocolate 

 Disaster Relief Fund-raisers 

Cover Photo: Salem’s CROP Walk Participants, 

Photo by Ray Lansing 

Salem Youth Work Camp Thank You 
 

Many thanks to Joe Bales who stepped up to help our youth 

prepare for the Extreme Work camp week starting on 7-21-

2013. 
 

Joe provided each of the youth with a tool belt and assorted 

tools and supplies to make each belt useful.   
 

He also gave us some insight gained during his own work 

camp experiences. 
 

Thanks, Joe, for your help and thoughtfulness.  We really 

appreciate it! 

 

All of the Salem Youth, Wes Murphy, and Pastor Marjo. 



Last year Salem embarked on a new experience in mission as Pastor Marjo 

took 2 of our youth, Hannah Wilkins and Haley Danowski, to a week of work-

camp in greater New Haven.  The group had such a rewarding experience that this year not only are they all going 

again, but they are being joined by 3 more youth - Christoph Dow, Sam Hooper, Miles Wilkins - and another adult 

advisor, Wes Murphy.  Because one of our youth had to drop out at the last minute, Conner Anderson-Dollhopf is 

filling that slot so will serve as a 3rd (age 21) adult, plus since Tabor had to drop out of the camp, we will be taking 

one of their youth along as well. 

  

This year we'll be traveling to Trenton, NJ, for what is called a "challenge" camp - meaning that there will be less 

painting and more carpentry, dry wall hanging, and roofing, than at the regular workcamps.  

  

To prepare for the trip, the group met after church on Sunday the 23rd for pre-trip devotions and planning.  We 

signed forms, discussed the code of conduct, went over the list of tools we need to bring with us, and were wonder-

fully surprised by Joe Bales' generous gift to Salem of 5 fully

-equipped tool belts, one for each of our youth to use.  

  

On Sunday the 30th we'll meet again for more pre-trip devo-

tions, planning and for some practical training led by Joe and 

John Wilkins.  We'll learn to hammer and saw and drill and 

set up extension ladders, so if you see people climbing lad-

ders and working on tool benches, you'll understand what's 

happening. 

  

Ask anyone who has been to workcamp or who has sent their 

children and everyone will tell you that there is nothing like 

the experience.  You grow closer to the people in your own 

youth group, you get to meet other great Christian youth and 

adults from around the country, you learn practical skills in 

home repair, you learn how much you have in your life for 

which to be grateful, you help change the lives of people 

who really need your help, and through all these thing, you 

end up growing in your relationship to God.  

  

Please keep our Workcamp crew in your prayers as they go 

out, called by the Spirit and transformed by God's love, to 

share their joy through praise and service. 

The following people have asked for 

healing, help, guidance or comfort.  

 
Joan B. 

Barbara B. 

Sam B., friend of Wes 

M. 

Roland C. 

Erick D. 

Grace D. 

Bob H. 

Dennis H. 

Sylvitha 

Jay 

Jinny L. 

Amy N. 

Beverly R. 

Mike R. 

Pete S. 

Manny M. 

Jane M. 

Jana B 

Maurena W 

William S 

Daphne B 

Peter K 

Bobby W 

Anna 

Lisa T 

Barbara L 

James S 

Sarah R 

Janet & Tom S 

Brooks A 

 

Please contact Linda Bryk to set a 

date for coffee hour in May or June.  

 (203)268-8008  

momryk@yahoo.com 

 July 7:  

 July 14: Horton Family 

 July 21: Janice & Ray Lansing 

 July 28: Carol & Rich Lansing 

 Aug 4: Cabanillas/Vasques Family 

 Aug 11: 

 Aug 18: 

 Aug 25: 

 

Workcamp 2013 



 
Cary Andren............................ 1 
Katherine Horton ..................... 1 
Martin Cabanillas .................... 3 
Miriam Llanos ......................... 3 
Nancy Carlson ........................ 7 
Katherine Johnson .................. 8 
Teresa Roehrich ..................... 8 
Dick Bellows ........................... 9 
Annette Marquardt ................ 13 
Kimberly Sokoloski ............... 13 
Kevyn Jackman .................... 16 
JoAnn McMaster ................... 16 
Laurie Kulakowski ................. 19 
Anita Papp ............................ 20 
Dana Kirk .............................. 21 
Dolores Kuczo ...................... 22 
Katherine Watts .................... 26 
Corey DeWalt ....................... 30 
 

Josephine Anderson................ 1 
Gloriana Claus ........................ 1 
Christine Larson ...................... 3 
James McMaho ....................... 4 
Janice Lansing ........................ 6 
Morgan Danowski.................... 8 
Bryan DeWalt .......................... 8 
David Foth ............................... 9 
Cindy Roberts ....................... 10 
Kaitlyn Rosa .......................... 12 
Diane Tomasko ..................... 13 
Carl Roehrich ........................ 14 
Samuel Hooper ..................... 15 
Andrea Kovacs ...................... 15 
Richard Lansing, Jr. .............. 16 
Ryan McQuade ..................... 16 
Pauline Boyum ...................... 18 
Mary Anne Caragol ............... 18 
Evan Lansing ........................ 18 
David Schulz ......................... 23 
Jean Larson .......................... 24 
Bob Anderson ....................... 25 
Frank Dukenski ..................... 25 
Loretta Dubac ........................ 26 
Sharon Norberg ..................... 27 
Violet Silvestro ...................... 27 
Hazel Pasqua ........................ 29 
Sophia Sokoloski ................... 30 
Joan Crossman ..................... 31 
 



         UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS 

July 1 Property Committee—7:30 

July 7 Pentecost 7 

July 13 Men’s Breakfast—8:00 

July 14 Pentecost 8 

July 15 Finance Committee—6:30 

July 21 Pentecost 9; Farewell & Godspeed for Luckners 

July 28 Pentecost 10; Healing Service; Blood Pressure Screening; Playground 
Dedication 

July 29 Summersong begins 

Aug 2 Summersong program—2:00; Summersong Picnic—5:00 

Aug 4 Pentecost 11 

Aug 9 Summersong program—2:00 

Aug 10 Men’s Breakfast—8:00 

Aug 11 Pentecost 12 

Aug 18 Pentecost 13 

Aug 19 Finance Committee—6:30 

Aug 25 Pentecost 14 

Aug 26 Council—7:30 

2013 Blood Pressure 
Screening Dates 

July 28 
Sep 8   Oct 13 
Nov 10   Dec 8 

The Salem Book Club’s next meeting is August 27th to discuss the summer read  "The Shoemak-
er's Wife” by Adriana Trigiani.  We will also review the June Book “Defending Jacob"  by William 
Landay. 

Upcoming book for Sept will be “The Language of Flowers” by Vanessa Diffenbaugh. 

The new playground equipment has been installed. It 

will be dedicated on Sunday, July 28, 2013. 

Farewell and Godspeed for Derm 

and Ginny Luckner July 21 

 
Our dear friends Derm and Ginny Luckner moved to 

Southington to be nearer children a few years ago.  Last 

year they transferred their membership to their daugh-

ter’s church near their home.  At worship on July 21 

they’ll be worshiping with us and at that time we’ll for-

mally recognize and thank them for their years of dedi-

cation and service to this congregation.  A reception will 

follow. 

If you would like to help with the recognition or recep-

tion, please contact Liz.  There are lots of ideas floating 

around, but now we need some folks to help! 



Hammonasset For Families! 

Sept. 7-9 

Hammonasset Beach State Park 

Madison, Conn. 

  

Experience the Annual New England Synod Hammonasset event with 

your family!  

 Camping for all families with children 6th grade and younger. 

 Great Music and Worship. 

 Fun activities for the kids provided by the staff from Camp Calu-

met. 

 $30 per person. $90 max for a family of four or more. 

Click here for registration and more information 

What makes Salem healthy?  A new book entitled, 

"Who Is the Church? An Ecclesiology for the Twenty-

First Century" By Cheryl M. Peterson begins with the 

premise that many congregations today are beset by 

fears. They focus on strategy and purpose – what 

churches 'do'. Peterson submits that mainline churches 

need to focus instead on what or who they are:  “a peo-

ple created by the Spirit to be a community sent out". 

Does that last sentence remind you of anything? 

(remember the big yellow banner over the door of our 

sanctuary?) Perhaps this is confirmation that what makes 

Salem so healthy and vibrant is that this is exactly where 

our focus is – on mission! 

Summersong begins July 29 

The Summersong flyer is enclosed once again – 

please feel free to pass it on to friends with chil-

dren and grandchildren.   Our two-week musical 

arts summer program is open to all children ag-

es 6-13.  Children may register for either of the 

two weeks, or both.   We have a great time, and 

there’s plenty of room.    Closing performances 

will be 

 Friday, August 2 at 2 p.m. and 

 Friday August 9 at 2 p.m. 

Summersong/Neighborhood/

Congregation 

Potluck Picnic August 2 
 

For the third year in a row the end of the first week of 

Summersong is providing us with an opportunity to invite 

participants and their parents, as well as members of the 

congregation and neighbors to a potluck picnic at 5 p.m.  

Hog dogs and hamburgers will be provided – all else is 

up for grabs! 

 

If you can help, please see Liz, Bruce Tomasko, or Dick 

Bellows. 

Welcome New Members 
 

We joyfully welcome the following new mem-

bers to Salem: 

 

Karen McPadden (who was brought up at Sa-

lem) and her two children Erin and Kyle 

 

David Lazarini and Kevyn Jackman. 

 

If you’ve been to worship the past several 

months you’ve probably already met these 

folks, but If you haven’t already done so, 

please make the opportunity to get to know 

them!    

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Rc_PlcVMXWhXmBWJtEx79H7jM48wedfrA2lIbl4NpAJYKHaietcAIFC-CusVivL4ZmoMmHNLfzBUg3pf9cmHnv_MCrHZCDAgOokHYPAVp9lbX08Q8uBtqD5TdinoWPQ6si5MkK5HerVw8R51h8Jwa4Cp_yY719ZqSAN4qvxhjTFk9JE0z51gjac5YwcBBLZfLYCjIjbHeIvgHmU_2WozCvfHMqcLIMGcYHMZ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Rc_PlcVMXWhXmBWJtEx79H7jM48wedfrA2lIbl4NpAJYKHaietcAIFC-CusVivL4ZmoMmHNLfzBUg3pf9cmHnv_MCrHZCDAgOokHYPAVp9lbX08Q8uBtqD5TdinoWPQ6si5MkK5HerVw8R51h8Jwa4Cp_yY719ZqSAN4qvxhjTFk9JE0z51gjac5YwcBBLZfLYCjIjbHeIvgHmU_2WozCvfHMqcLIMGcYHMZ
http://app.bronto.com/public/?q=ulink&fn=Link&ssid=17020&id=avyg6uxmu6xu5gty0ewwonfkr8kr3&id2=gn0v6srlt4q6gxmq7c778ii8rv8l3&subscriber_id=apzfumsdemlehsnshzlwuqehikrabed&delivery_id=axqjnniskqybqtikhxzsudycbjliboo&tid=3.Qnw.BJiDMw.Co-3.dGZZ..AVS9EA.s.QCo.s.9Q






Congregations are in the health care “business” insofar as they are centered in Word and 

Sacrament ministry, which offers salvation (salvation is from the Latin word for healing or 

wholeness). Congregations are called to encourage healing through vibrant prayer, ser-

vices of healing, pastoral care, and congregational health ministries. 

The statement also recognizes and celebrates the many contributions that ELCA social 

ministry organizations make by “respectful and equitable attention to the physical, menial, 

and spiritual needs of those persons served.” 

The vision of the shared endeavor means that the church is called to be an active partici-

pant in fashioning a just and effective health care system. The primary concern of the state-

ment is for achieving equitable access to basic health care for all. The statement recogniz-

es that this is a major social challenge but the statement calls the whole ELCA to commit 

itself to working with all members and groups of society in thoughtful engagement in order 

to attain this goal. The ethical principles of agape love and justice are to guide that partici-

pation. 

In 2003, the statement called for reform of the U.S. health care system: “The United States does not cur-

rently have a health care system that is capable of care for all people. Significant changes in financing and 

structure are therefore required.” The statement did not specify any particular system for achieving that 

reform but rather concluded: “Our obligation could be met through any one of several combinations of per-

sonal, market, and governmental means, although none of these means alone can provide equitable ac-

cess to health care.” The point was to look for a mix of means that would make equitable access available 

for all. 

Did the 2010 Health Care Reform Bill match the statement’s vision? That question is one good reason to 

read the ELCA statement, but not the only one. The statement reminds us: “The Gospel offers the world 

the hope of abundant and everlasting life, that liberates us from idolatry of health and fear of death. Out of 

this freedom, Christians can accept the limits of this life and seek to realize a vision of health care for all 

people as a shared endeavor.”  

The following is the third of three parts of an article by The Rev Dr Roger A Willer, Director of Theological Ethics for the ELCA. The article, 

"Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor" looks at the ELCA Social Statement on Health Care that Intern Chris Pavasaris led discussions 

about at two adult forums in April.  

“Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor” part 3 

The Church’s Calling 



New England Synod NewsNew England Synod News  

The 2013 New England Synod Assembly brought 482 voters, plus more than 70 non-voters and guests, to the 

MassMutual Center in Springfield, Mass., for three days of fellowship, discussion, business - and a little bit of 

fun. 

 

As part of the Assembly, the Synod officially received its newest member congregation, Faith Lutheran Church 

of Middletown, Conn. At the close of the assembly on Sunday, June 9, a festive Eucharist celebrated the ordina-

tion of Tiffany Chaney, the pastor and mission developer at The Intersection in Dorchester, Mass. 

 

The Synod also voted on a series of resolutions and memorials to the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, set for Aug. 

12-17.  The resolutions and memorials can be down loaded from  http://nesynod.org/component/docman/

doc_download/117-2013-synod-assembly-resolutions?Itemid=. 

 

 

Bishop James Hazelwood delivered his first bishop's report, after being elected at the 2012 Synod Assembly.  

 

Bishop Hazelwood also led what turned out to be one of the most popular events of the weekend, a discussion 

with six "nones" - people of various walks of life who identify as spiritual, but do not align with a specific church 

or religion. The well-attended, wide-ranging discussion brought the first night of the Assembly to a thoughtful 

close. The Rev. Laura Everett wrote a recap of the roundtable discussion on her blog.  You can read her blog here 

http://reveverett.com/2013/06/11/religious-nones/ 

 

The 2013 Assembly was also the debut of the Synod's newest publication, Ekklesia. Designed to go beyond the 

traditional newsletter, Ekklesia is a quarterly publication that will highlight stories and voices from throughout 

the Synod. While print copies were made available at the assembly, the full first edition can be downloaded as a 

PDF from  http://nesynod.org/component/docman/doc_download/118-ekklesia-volume-1-june-2013?Itemid= 

 

 

A gallery of photos from the weekend can be viewed on the Synod's Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/

media/set/?set=a.654670334547957.1073741824.202672396414422&type=3. (No Facebook account required to 

view the photos!) 

 

You can view a video recap of the events of the assembly on You Tube at  http://www.youtube.com/watch?

feature=player_embedded&v=QU5i7l6XpoY. 

http://nesynod.org/component/docman/doc_download/117-2013-synod-assembly-resolutions?Itemid=
http://nesynod.org/component/docman/doc_download/117-2013-synod-assembly-resolutions?Itemid=
http://reveverett.com/2013/06/11/religious-nones/
http://nesynod.org/component/docman/doc_download/118-ekklesia-volume-1-june-2013?Itemid=
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.654670334547957.1073741824.202672396414422&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.654670334547957.1073741824.202672396414422&type=3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=QU5i7l6XpoY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=QU5i7l6XpoY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=QU5i7l6XpoY


Graduation  is always a time of celebration for students,  family and friends. 

But when the first class of Assistant Medical Officers graduated from the Arusha Lutheran 

Medical Center in Tanzania, the entire country had something to celebrate. 

The school, the first faith-based program of its kind in Tanzania, is directed  by ELCA mis-

sionary, Dr. Mark Jacobson. 

The second largest country in East Africa, Tanzania has fewer than 2,000 medical doctors. The shortage  is espe-

cially critical in rural areas. 

In response, Mark and his 

team train “assistant doc-

tors” who come to the two

-year  program  as clinical 

officers or physician’s as-

sistants  and leave with the 

lifesaving ability to per-

form basic surgery. 

The impact on the lives of 

people in Tanzania is im-

mediate. Dr. Wallace Sahana, a recent graduate,  drove 14 hours after the ceremony to immediately assume his new 

duties at a 150-bed hospital on the western side of Lake Victoria. Until his arrival, there had only been one Assis-

tant Medial Officer at the facility. 

“Overnight, the number  of medical professionals at the site was doubled,” says Mark. “The quality of care im-

proved and the people were filled with hope.” 

Mark and his wife Linda, who have lived in Arusha for nearly 30 years, say they’ve been able to answer  God’s call 

only because of the financial support and prayers of ELCA members. 

“(ELCA members) have made it possible to accomplish so much and to serve God’s people with love and compas-

sion,” says Mark. 

Mission Support, alongside missionary sponsorship  covenants, helps to ensure that missionaries like the Jacobsons 

can teach, preach, heal, build and grow alongside the ELCA’s global companions  in 50 countries. 

“I’d like every ELCA member to know how important they are to 

these ministries and how truly we believe that we are sharing in this 

work,” Mark adds. “Together, we become the healing hands of 

Christ.” 

STORIES OF FAITH IN ACTION 

Filled With Hope 

For more Stories of Faith in 

Action, visit 

www.livinglutheran.com. 

Do you have a story to share? 

E-mail us at stories@elca.org. 

http://www.livinglutheran.com/


ELCA Malaria Campaign tops one-week goal 

Thanks to generous ELCA members, contributions exceeded the World Malaria Week goal of $250,000, allowing efforts to con-

tain the disease to expand to the Katakwi District in Uganda. The campaign has raised over $7.5 million, putting it over halfway 

toward the ELCA’s goal of raising $15 million to fight malaria by 2015. www.ELCA.org/malaria-week. 

 

Bishop Younan urges Christian-Muslim engagement 

“We need engagement with all monotheistic faiths, especially Muslims,” Bishop Munib A. Younan, president of The Lutheran 

World Federation and bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land said in a speech to a conference 

on the Christian presence in the Middle East. Speaking in Beirut, Lebanon, Younan said, “We know that extremism is not the 

monopoly of one religion alone and that more than just one people is capable of violence.” See www.ELCA.org/Younan-speech. 

 

Central African Republic: Unrest brings fear and insecurity 

The fear and insecurity among the people after the March coup extends to Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Central African 

Republic, which worries about being abandoned by its global partners, say ELCA missionaries Joe and Deborah Troester. But 

rest assured, they say, that the Lutheran missionaries who have been evacuated to neighboring Cameroon will return as soon as it 

is safe to do so. See www.ELCA.org/CAR-unrest. 

 

Syria: Young people in Iowa help refugees 

ELCA youth in Decorah, Iowa, are on a mission to raise awareness about the war in Syria. They have created a group called 

Global Linked, and their effort includes collecting toiletries for Syrian refugees. “This project has been a great way to serve both 

those in our world and those in our backyard,” says one participant. Seewww.LivingLutheran.com/Syria-youth.  

 

Slovakia: An inspiring baptism 

After weeks of meeting with ELCA missionary the Rev. Miriam Schmidt, a young couple attending the Bratislava International 

Church decided to be baptized. “The Spirit of God was surprisingly tangible, remaining with us as two new Christians took their 

first communion in a circle of people from Korea, Iran, Ghana, Slovakia, England, the USA, Denmark and Norway,” says 

Schmidt, the congregation’s pastor. Seewww.ELCA.org/Slovakia-baptism.  

 

Mexico: Support new missionaries! 

Lindsay Mack and Omar Mixco are moving to Mexico where they will coordinate the work of seven new Young Adults in Glob-

al Mission volunteers, as well as teach at the seminary and work on immigration issues. Make a gift to support all missionaries 

and Young Adults in Global Mission at www.ELCA.org/4missionaries or, to learn how to support those serving in Mexico, send 

an email to missionarysponsorship@elca.org or call 800-638-3522, ext. 2657 

 

Distribute “Go Global! Get Linked!” stickers 

These stickers are perfect for a summer event or gathering of young people. They contain a QR code for a smart phone scan. See 

an example at www.ELCA.org/global-links. Request unlimited sheets of free stickers (12 stickers per sheet) at 800-638-3522 or 

RIS@elca.org. Free shipping and handling. 

 

Mexico: Immersion trip, Sept. 17-22 

Learn how to transform the conflict-filled realities in local and global communities during five days with faith leaders and Christ

-centered nonprofits in Mexico City. Faith-based strategies and practical tools to transform conflict will be emphasized.  

See www.ELCA.org/Mexico. 

 

ELCA seeks program director for Lutheran Disaster Response -- International  

The ELCA is taking applications for a program director for Lutheran Disaster Response -- International. This person will work 

with Lutheran and ecumenical partners to direct and provide leadership to the ELCA’s response to international disasters.  

At www.ELCA.org/jobs, click on the job title. 

 

http://www.elca.org/malaria-week
http://www.elca.org/Younan-speech
http://www.elca.org/CAR-unrest
http://www.livinglutheran.com/Syria-youth
http://www.elca.org/Slovakia-baptism
http://www.elca.org/4missionaries
mailto:missionarysponsorship@elca.org
http://www.elca.org/global-links
mailto:RIS@elca.org
http://www.elca.org/Mexico
http://www.elca.org/jobs


As I write this, I am sitting at the Southwest California Synod As-

sembly on the morning after this Synod’s election of a new bishop.  

The bishop-elect is the Rev. Dr. Guy Erwin. There’s a lot of buzz 

this morning about his election. Pastor Erwin will be the first Na-

tive American bishop in the ELCA, a member of the Osage Na-

tion. He is also the first openly gay and partnered pastor to be 

elected to serve as bishop in our church. His partner of nineteen 

years is Rob Flynn. Both are members of St. Matthew Lutheran 

Church in North Hollywood. 

 

Bishop-elect Erwin is also a church historian and has been a facul-

ty member of California Lutheran University since 2000, serving 

as the Gerhard and Olga Belgum Professor of Lutheran Confes-

sional Theology. At the same time, he serves as interim pastor of 

Faith Lutheran Church in Canoga Park. 

 

Among those who have commented on Pastor Erwin’s election via Facebook or through our ELCA Conference of 

Bishops, some are very excited about the gifts he brings as a teacher and theologian of the church. Others are grateful 

that we have a new bishop who is Native American. Still others are focused on his sexual orientation:  ome are thrilled 

that we have a new synodical bishop who “puts a face” on the LBGTQ community within the ELCA while some have 

expressed concern about what his election means in a church that is still not of one mind about issues of human sexu-

ality. 

 

As one who attended the Assembly and witnessed the process of the election, here’s what I experienced. I should note 

at the outset that I didn’t know Pastor Erwin prior to coming here. All I knew is that our son, Peter, who had attended 

CLU as a religion major, thought he was a “really good guy.”   

 

I watched as the Assembly began with the usual long list of candidates in addition to the six who had been pre-

identified as potential nominees, including Pastor Erwin. That number was reduced to seven, then five and finally 

three. As the Assembly listened to the three final candidates respond to questions and share parts of their stories, I was 

struck by the fact that all three were well qualified and each could serve effectively in this office. Yet there was some-

thing in Pastor Erwin that began to emerge as he spoke: his humility, his pastoral sensitivity, his thoughtfulness—and 

his humor—became evident not only to me but I believe to members of the Assembly as well.  

 

When the final vote was taken amid the Scripture readings and prayer that accompanied each round, there was no 

doubt in my mind that the Assembly as a whole was making its choice not on the basis of ethnicity, credentials or sex-

ual orientation—or with an eye to making history—but based on the leading of the Spirit who was helping to identify 

the right person for this role in this part of the church at this time.  

 

I realize that the election of Pastor Erwin as bishop of the Southwest California Synod will continue to create lots of 

buzz and perhaps some angst within our church. I for one welcome him as a gifted and human-as-the-rest-of-us col-

league in the life of our church and within the Conference of Bishops. I will continue to give thanks to the Spirit for 

leading our brothers and sisters in Southwest California to choose the right person for this chapter of their life and for 

the sake of our shared witness in the world. 

 

Yours in Faith, 

Bishop Jim Gonia 

Rocky Mountain Synod, ELCA 

Welcoming a new bishop to serve in Southwest California 

Assisted by Maria Paiva (Director for Evangelical Mission/Assistant 
to the Bishop), Bishop-elect Guy Erwin presides  at the Closing Eu-
charist of the Southwest California Synod Assembly as Bishop Dean 
Nelson looks on. 



The Situation: 
Tornadoes have ripped through Oklahoma, Kansas, Illinois, Iowa 

and Texas claiming many lives and damaging hundreds of homes. 

  

A two-mile-wide tornado ripped through Moore, Okla., claiming 

lives and leaving behind a devastating trail of destruction. Plaza 

Towers Elementary School stood right in the path of the storm's 

166-200 mph winds. 

 

Many Oklahoma residents already were recovering from storms 

even before the tornado hit — hundreds of homes were damaged or 

destroyed as 28 tornadoes touched down throughout Oklahoma, 

Kansas, Texas, Illinois and Iowa. As strong winds and warm fronts continue to move across the nation, the threat 

for future tornado outbreaks is looming. 

 

Our Response: 
Through Lutheran Disaster Response, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is responding in areas 

affected by these tornadoes. 

 

Your help is needed to bring hope to our sisters and brothers in need. Lutheran Disaster Response affiliates are al-

ready on the ground, assessing the immediate and long-term needs of those affected by the tornadoes. Throughout 

the United States we are working hand-in-hand with ELCA synods and other ministry organizations that are ex-

perts at outreach in their communities.  

 

We know it will be a long road to recovery, and your gifts are needed now to begin coordinating volunteers, re-

building homes and offering spiritual and emotional care to those in need. 

 

What you can do: 
Pray: 

As the communities work to recover, please keep them and those who work on their behalf in prayer. You can use 

these prayers and resources in your worship services.  (http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-

the-World/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Congregational-Resources.aspx ) 

 

Give: 

Your donation to Lutheran Disaster Response, designated for “U.S. Tornadoes,” will be used entirely (100 percent) 

to help families whose lives and livelihoods have been impacted by this disaster. Donations from people like you 

allow the ELCA to respond to those in need. 

 

Connect:   

To learn more about the situation and the ELCA’s response: 

Sign up to receive Lutheran Disaster Response alerts. 

  (http://listserv.elca.org/cgi-bin/wa.exe?SUBED1=DISASTER&A=1 ) 

Check the Lutheran Disaster Response blog.  (http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/ ) 

 

Please give now. (https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=840) Your gifts designated to “U.S. Tornadoes” 

through Lutheran Disaster Response will be used entirely — 100 percent — to help survivors of tornadoes rebuild 

their lives and livelihoods. Thank you for your gifts, your prayers and your partnership. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
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