
Sunday, June 2, at the 10:30 service, the Music in Action children will present a musical version of the 
Bible’s only comedy:  the book of Jonah. 
 
Jonah was a reluctant prophet – God, after all, called him to go preach to Israel’s arch-enemy, the Assyri-
ans.  Understandably, he runs the other way, boarding a boat headed for Spain.  When a violent storm 
comes up, the sailors are terrified and Jonah, despite himself, becomes a prophet, telling them about his 
all-powerful God.  Finding some courage and virtue in his reluctant heart, he tells them to throw him over-
board, and they’ll be safe.  Once in the water he’s gobbled up by a creature named differently in different 
translations – a big fish, a whale, a sea monster.  In that monstrous creature he stays for three days, dis-
covering he can’t hide from the Lord.  He prays, and is thrown up on dry land.  The children’s musical has 

a very innovative way of making this happen! 
 
Once saved, God calls him again to go to Nineveh, and this time 
he does, with unexpected results:  the cruel and heedless Assyri-
ans repent (after great persistence).    Jonah, typically is angry at 
God for allowing them to repent and not wiping them off the face of 
the earth, so one more lesson is in store for him.  
 
The message of Jonah, though told with satire and humor, is one 
of God’s boundless love for all his people – even those despised 
by those he calls “chosen”.    It’s also a message of hope in the 
face of impossible odds:  if God calls you and you’re faithful, amaz-
ing things can happen.  And finally, it’s a message of resurrection:  
the belly of the sea monster is not Jonah’s final resting place, it’s 
just a step on the path.   Jesus uses the story to refer to his own 
resurrection saying that this generation will see no sign “except the 
sign of Jonah”.  The story of Jonah is depicted on the wall art of 
the earliest Christian tombs.   
 
The children get the message, and convey it loudly, clearly and 
musically.  And there’s a whale.  Come and see! 
 
Liz Frohrip 
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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3160 Park Avenue 

Bridgeport, Connecticut  06604 
Phone (203) 336-3300    Fax (203) 336-8813 

Website:  www.salembridgeport.org 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Service Schedule 
8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. through June 2, 2013 
9:15 a.m. June 9, 2013 through September 15, 

2013 
 

9:15 a.m. Adult Forum, Sunday School and  
Confirmation Class beginning September 22, 

2013 
 

Salem’s Staff 
 

The Rev. Marjo Anderson, Pastor 
Cell Phone (203) 982-3441 
marjoanderson@aol.com 

 

Elizabeth Frohrip, Associate in Ministry 
Home Phone (203) 683-7460 
salemaim123@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

 Karl Kraft, Office Manager 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300 
salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

 

Jennifer Reyes and Pablo Cruz, Sextons 
Office Phone (203) 336-3300, ext. 10 

Ray Anderson (President) Stewardship 259-0931 

Richard Lansing (Vice-President) Evangelism 367-5040 

John Bryk (Secretary) Social Ministry 268-8008 

Frank Dukenski (Treasurer) Finance 268-0520 

Katie Adams Youth, Education 502-1003 

Bert Andren Property 255-3694 

Liz Bales Worship & Music 283-0534 

Dale Danowski Finance 925-0359 

Wes Murphy  Staff Support, Youth 345-6731 

Mike Perretta Worship & Music 452-1002 

Diane Tomasko RIC 372-2123 

Hannah Wilkins Education, Youth 371-7411 

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month 

unless otherwise noted in the monthly calendar. 

 

Next deadline date is June 15th for the July issue! 

 

Email submissions to 

salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNTIES 

 Council of Churches Programs 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Project Learn After-School Tutoring  

 Community Suppers 

 Youth Workcamps 

 Food and Clothing Collections 

 Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts 

 12-Step Groups 

 CROP Walk 

 Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Chocolate 

 Disaster Relief Fund-raisers 

Cover Photo: Church Picnic, April 28, 2013 

Photo by Rich Lansing 

Gifts for the Music Fund in honor of Howard Swan-

son’s 90th birthday from Bert & Cary Andren, Joe & 

Liz Bales, Dick & Roberta Bellows, Sandra Brown, 

John & Linda Bryk, Rich Kenyon, Tom & Jean Lar-

son, Rich Norell, Lou & Anita Papp, Ron & Char-

lotte Schlegel, Bruce & Diane Tomasko, Chris 

Wolff, and Pastor Marjo Anderson. 

Donations in memory of Ingeborg Hjorth have 

been made by Pauline Boyum and Pastor Marjo 

Anderson.  A gift in memory of Ingeborg Hjorth 

for the Bring on the Heat Campaign was received 

from Frank & Grace Dukenski. 

Thank You 



Dana Anderson ....................... 3 
Brolley Genster ........................ 4 
Michael Perretta ...................... 6 
Barbara Fiebach ...................... 9 
Sandra Brown ........................ 10 
Richard Norell ........................ 11 

Suzanne Dow ........................12 
Marshall Dubac ......................14 
June Mastronardi ...................15 
Matt Tomasko ........................21 
Annika Larson ........................23 
Elise DeWalt ..........................24 
Danielle Anderson .................25 
Kristin Horton .........................26 
Ruth Edgren ..........................27 
Charles Genster ....................28 
Charlotte Schlegel .................28 

The following people have asked for 

healing, help, guidance or comfort.  

 
Joan B. 

Barbara B. 

Sam B., friend of Wes 

M. 

Roland C. 

Erick D. 

Grace D. 

Bob H. 

Dennis H. 

Sylvitha 

Jay 

Jinny L. 

Amy N. 

Beverly R. 

Mike R. 

Pete S. 

Manny M. 

Jane M. 

Jana B 

Maurena W 

William S 

Daphne B 

Peter K 

Bobby W 

Anna 

Lisa T 

Barbara L 

James S 

Sarah R 

Janet & Tom S 

Brooks A 

 

Please contact Linda Bryk to set a 

date for coffee hour in May or June.  

 (203)268-8008  

momryk@yahoo.com 

 June 2: Peggy Kirk 

 June 9: Barb Davis 

 June 16: Janice & Ray Lansing 

 June 23: Carol & Rich Lansing 

 June 30: 

 

 

Have you noticed the stacks of wood at the back of the parking lot? 

Are you looking for firewood?  Thanks to Bert Andren and crew, 

the wood is split and stacked. If you would like some firewood con-

tact the church office. The cost is $200 per cord delivered, $250 

per cord delivered and stacked. Proceeds go towards the play-

ground fund, which will support Salem's outreach via Project Learn, 

Summersong, and other children's programs. 

We're so glad you could attend! 
 
A special "thank you" to all the Salem members who were at 
the Downtown Cabaret Theatre on Friday, April 26 for the 
Council of Churches Spring Fling fundraiser.  We were repre-
sented by 29 attendees—a record for us.  Your support helped 
raise significant funds  that will enable the Council to continue 
its excellent programs.  Thank you  for your support of the 
Council and its work. 
 
Bonnie McWain and Sandra Brown, Co-Chairs 

Congratulations to High School graduates Katie 

Adams and Robert Roehrich. Congratulations to 

college graduate Christine Larson. 



         UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS 

June 2 Pentecost 2; Blood Pressure Screening; Music in Action program 

June 3 Property, and Worship and Music committees —7:30 

June 4 Youth Committee—7:30 

June 7-9 New England Synod Assembly 

June 8 Men’s Breakfast 

June 9 Pentecost 3; Evangelism Committee—10:30 

June 10 Social Ministry Committee—7:30 

June 11 Education Committee—6:30; Stewardship Committee—7:30 

June 12 Memorial Service for Ingeborg Hjorth—11:00 

June 16 Pentecost 4; Semi-Annual Meeting—10:15 

June 17 Finance Committee—6:30; Executive Committee—7:30 

June 18 Staff Support Committee—7:30 

June 23 Pentecost 5 

June 24 Council—7:30 

June 25 Stewardship Committee—7:30 

June 26-29 Pastor and Confirmands at Confirmation Camp, Calumet 

June 30 Pentecost 6 

2013 Blood Pressure 
Screening Dates 

Jun 2 
Sep 8   Oct 13 
Nov 10   Dec 8 

Salem Book Club is currently reading “Defending Jacob” by William Landay . This book will be 
discussed Tuesday June 25th @ 7:30 p.m. in the Salem Lounge. New members, both men and 
women, are welcome. Upcoming books will be “The Shoemaker's Wife” by Andiana Trigiani 
(July/Aug); “The Language of Flowers” by Vanessa Diffenbaugh (Sept). 

Connecticut Mission of Mercy is a non profit organization that 
provides dental care for 2,200 people over the course of two 
days. They are coming to Bridgeport in June and are in need of 
volunteers, particularly on Thursday June 6th and Sunday June 
9th. Kristin DuBay Horton had the radical idea of folks from Sa-
lem going Sunday in lieu of church. That day is unglamorous 
break down and packing up of materials. Still it is critical to the 
work. So do folks want to don their salem Tshirts and join me? 
Where: Arena at Harbor Yard. When: Sunday June 9th 8am-1pm. 
You can sign up online at http://www.csda.com/ctmom/
ctmom.html. Contact Kristin DuBay Horton for more info @ kris-
tindubayhorton@yahoo.com.  

Congregational 

Semi-Annual Meeting 
 

The semi-annual meeting of the congregation will be 
held June 16, 2013 following the 9:15 service. 

Pastor Marjo will be recognized at 
synod assembly on Friday June 7th 
at 4:45 for having completed 30 
years of ordained ministry.  She 
says that Salem proves it only gets 
better each year! 



New England Synod NewsNew England Synod News  

Salem members are invited to attend a special event at synod assembly. On Friday evening, June 

7, Bishop Jim Hazelwood will be interviewing a panel of "nones", folks who do not currently attend 

church, at the assembly in Springfield, MA. If you would like to hear this fascinating conversation, 

please contact the church office for further details and so that we can register you and help you ar-

range carpooling.  

June 7-9, 2013 

Springfield, MA 







“Scams and How to Avoid Them” 
 

Lutheran Social Services Neighbor to Neighbor Luncheon – 6 May 2013 
Guest Lecturer – Don McGran, Security Advisor at Fairfield County Bank 

 
The “Help!  I’m in trouble” scam 
How it works:  A person calls or emails claiming to be someone you know (grandchild, friend).  They say they got into a little trou-
ble (were mugged or got arrested) and ask you to wire money and not to tell anyone else (like their parents).  They put someone 
else on the phone or has someone else email you (like a “police officer”) to confirm their story and tell you where to wire the 
money.  Once you wire money, it is like sending cash. There is no way to get your money back. 
How to stay safe from this scam:  Hang up the phone or delete the email immediately.  Know that they probably have just 
enough information to convince you it’s true – information that they could have gotten on someone’s facebook site, for instance.  
Then call whoever contacted you to let them know about the call/email. 
 
The “Lottery” scam 
How it works:  You receive a notice in the mail.  This is your LAST CHANCE to collect your winnings from this lottery.  You must 
pay the interest before they can release the money to you.  They give you information on how to wire the taxes to them.  They 
are usually in a foreign country but not always.  They will send you a Cashier’s Check after they get the taxes.  They may actual-
ly send you a check.  It may have real routing and account numbers on the bottom of it and look real – even to a bank teller.  but 
the account will have no money in it so the check will bounce.  It can take two or three weeks to find out that the check has 
bounced.   
How to stay safe from this scam:  Don’t believe it.  No legitimate company requires you to pay anything before awarding you lot-
tery money. 
 
The “We just need you to verify some information” scam 
How it works:  You get a phone call saying something like you have won a free LifeAlert button, or your credit card company 
needs to update your information.  They ask you to verify your name, address, social security number, bank, bank account num-
bers, etc.   
How to stay safe from this scam:  Hang up the phone.  No reputable company will ever call you to verify your personal infor-
mation.  If they claim to be a company that you do business with, simply call that company’s main number yourself. 
 
The “Home Repair” scam 
How it works:  Someone knocks on your door.  They have just repaired a driveway (or chimney, or roof, etc.) down the block (or 
across town) and they have material left over.  They can do work at your house for a large discount because they are already in 
the area and because they can use left-over material.  You have to pay in advance in cash or by check.  They may come and do 
some work, but they do not do the work they have agreed to do.  One driveway was “fixed” by being covered with used motor oil 
so it looked like it was sealed but created a big costly mess instead.  They also may take your money and disappear. 
How to stay safe from this scam:  If you’re interested in having the work done, take their contact information and check them out 
on Angie’s list or with the Better Business Bureau or with whatever neighbor they claim to have done work for.  Reputable con-
tractors will be licensed, have proof of insurance,  have you sign a contract, and usually have you pay only 1/3rd up front, 1/3rd 
half-way through, and 1/3rd when project is completed to your satisfaction.   
 
Other ways to stay safe 
1.  Limit your sharing on the internet in social media.  Don’t share birthdates, names of family members, or information that 
makes it clear you are not at home – like when you are going on vacation. 
2.  Older folk are often targeted because they grew up in a society where people trusted other people, they may have cash in the 
bank, and may not be as sharp as they used to be.  
3.  File your tax return as early as you can.  Do not use a tax preparer who does not work for a well-known company.  There 
have been tax preparers who may do a return for someone one year, save it, and then file a fake return the next year and have 
your rebate re-routed to their own account. 
4.  Remember that your debit card and pin can drain your entire account.  Don’t let your debit card leave your possession.  If us-
ing a debit card in a restaurant, don’t give it to the waiter – walk it to the cash register yourself.  When using a keypad at an ATM 
to enter you PIN, use your other hand to shield which numbers you are pressing, since there could be an illegal pinhole camera 
recording you and an illegal card-reader attached to the machine.  Anything unusual at your ATM like a leaflet holder could be a 
disguise for a camera or skimmer.  
5.  Use only a black gel pen to write your checks.  All other ink can be “washed” off checks so that the payee and the amount can 
be changed.  When sending checks, do not put them in your mailbox with the flag up – post them yourself in a mailbox on the 
street or at the Post Office.  
6.  On the back of your credit card, instead of signing it, write, “photo ID required” which will insure someone always has to check 
to make sure it is you using your card. 
7.  Copy both sides of every card in your wallet or purse.  That way you will have your card numbers and the customer service 
numbers needed to call and cancel them.  Keep these photocopies in a safe place in your house.  If your wallet or purse is sto-
len, go to www.IDtheft.gov and www.IC3.gov  (Internet Crime Complaint Center) to learn how to create an Identity Theft Report, 
place a Fraud Alert, and check your credit report. 



Pastor Marjo and I attended a Stephen Ministries workshop on March 16th.  When the leader, Neal Schooley, spoke 
about losing his dog to old age recently, I knew I was in the right place, as I had just lost my dear Murphy to cancer.  
When someone understands the meaning of pets in ones life, it means the world to me.  We all like to have a con-
nection with someone.  That was mine. 
  
Stephen Ministries has been around since 1975 when it was founded by Kenneth C. Haugk.  As a pastor of a congre-
gation in St. Louis, MO, he realized he could not meet all the needs for care in his congregation by himself.  So, fol-
lowing the scriptural advice of St. Paul, he decided to "equip the saints" in his congregation so that they could multi-
ply pastoral ministry.  He had intended that this be a ministry for his congregation only, but when 
other churches became interested, this ministry grew into a large not-for-profit, trans-
denominational, religious and educational organization.  
  
The mission of Stephen Ministries is to help congregations equip God's people for spiritual growth 
and Christ-centered, practical ministry in today's world. In a recent email I received Haugk says 
that when asked what Stephen ministries is all about, he answers, "It is about bringing Christ's 
healing love to those who are hurting." 
  
While Salem certainly has many people who reach out to care for hurting people, our congrega-
tion doesn't provide any training for those who would like to reach out but don't know how or on how to do this from a 
faith-based perspective.  Also, we have no system in place to ensure that everyone who needs one-on-one spiritual 
care can get it.  Those who have friends in the congregation may receive that care; others may slip through the 
cracks.   
  
During her first call, Pastor Marjo's congregation spent $1000 to enroll in the program and sent a lay person from the 
congregation and her for a 2-week training where they were given an incredibly organized and comprehensive curric-
ulum and were taught how to teach it.  When they returned, 12 volunteers from their congregation signed up for 40 
weeks of once-a-week classes.  After the first year, these 12 Stephen Ministers were each assigned a person in the 
congregation who needed care and over the course of that next year they provided that care while continuing to at-
tend training for supervision and support.   
  
Holy Trinity Lutheran in Trumbull is another congregation that enrolled in Stephen Ministries and now has active Ste-
phen Ministers providing pastoral care for those who are in need and Pastor Kraft sees this as an important ministry 
that has helped Holy Trinity thrive. 
  
What is the experience? It is learning how to listen and pray with a person who is going through something in their 
life that is difficult to cope with. It is learning some basic counseling techniques.  It is learning how best to help people 
through difficult times such as divorce, illness, or the loss of a loved one. It is about learning what to say and what not 
to say.  It is a one-on-one where anything you say to each other is totally between the two of you, and no one else 

(except Jesus, of course). It is about getting to know someone 
and listening to  and praying with them. Certainly you will be help-
ing that person through their hardship, and how can you not get 
something for yourself by being there for this person. 
  
Yes, it does cost money to join (the congregation pays a one-time 
fee), plus there is the cost of a manual for each Stephen Minister. 
When I questioned the cost, Pastor Marjo said that in her experi-
ence the program is definitely worth the money - in fact, it is the 
most comprehensive and organized curriculum she has ever 
seen.   
  
Hopefully, after you read this, you will look at the web site, 
www.stephenministries.org, and think about joining this very 
worthwhile ministry.   If you're interested please let me, Pastor 
Marjo or the church office know. 
 
Mary Anne Caragol 

What makes Salem healthy?   

A new book entitled, "Who Is the Church?  An Ec-

clesiology for the Twenty-First Century" By Cheryl 

M. Peterson begins with the premise that "many 

congregations today are beset by fears. They focus 

on strategy and purpose—what churches 'do'.” Pe-

terson submits that mainline churches need to focus 

instead on what or who they are: a people created 

by the Spirit to be a community sent out.  Does that 

last sentence remind you of anything?  (remember 

the big yellow banner over the door of our sanctu-

ary?)  Perhaps this is confirmation that what makes 

Salem so healthy and vibrant is that this is exactly 

where our focus is! 

Stephen Ministries 

http://www.stephenministries.org/


The month of May is all about nurses. May is the month when nurses of all varieties are recognized and 

celebrated. Dale Danowski has written an article in the Connecticut Post about "Nursing: A life, not just 

a job", in which she tells of nurses going above and beyond. You can read the article at http://

www.ctpost.com/default/article/Nursing-A-life-not-just-a-job-4503255.php. Salem's remarkable nurses 

include Eileen Anderson, Dale Danowski, Barbara Davis, Peggy Kirk, Carol Lansing, Cindy Perretta, 

Mike Perretta, and Alicia Rosa. If we missed anyone, please let the church office know. 

Dear Salem Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your recent gift of $98.00 to ELCA World Hunger. Your faithful generosity makes a life-changing dif-

ference for people in need around the corner and around the world. Your gift is greatly appreciated. 

 

In the United States, congregations support a community food pantry where neighbors are treated with dignity and 

respect as they get back on their feet. In the Central African Republic, a community gathers around a new concrete 

spring box that will make clean, abundant water available for years to come. In Haiti, young men and women learn 

skilled construction trades and leadership skills as they build homes for neighbors still recovering from the devastat-

ing earthquake. To neighbors near and far who live with hunger and poverty, gifts like yours bring not only help, but 

hope. Thank you. Your gift brings us another step closer to ending hunger in our world. 

 

As the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), we do more together than any one of us could ever do 

alone. We are a church that believes God is calling us into the world — together. Thank you for your support. 

 

In Christ's service, 

The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger 

Dear Pastor Anderson, 
 
What a difference you make! You join a growing movement of leaders who 
recognize the value of investing in our communities. Your support of $125.00 
for our Neighbor to Neighbor program represents a fresh start and a bright 
future for the courageous individuals and families we serve every day at Lutheran Social Services. For example — 
 
• the teenaged mother who needs support to succeed in school while she learns to care for her baby; 
•  a refugee who needs help learning English and finding a job in his new land so he can support his family; and 
•  an elderly person who, with companionship, can remain in her home and part of her community, 
 
LSS goes beyond our traditional mission to "serve and care for people in need" — we accompany 
people to reach their highest potential. These remarkable individuals and families could not succeed without com-
munity partners like you who make a difference. 
 
Everyone at LSS sincerely appreciates your leadership and support. 
 
Gratefully, 
Angela Bovill  
President/CEO 
 
P.S. Be sure to check out our website and read some of the inspiring stories of the lives you touch at 
www.Issne.org. And "Like" us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/LSSNE. 

http://www.ctpost.com/default/article/Nursing-A-life-not-just-a-job-4503255.php
http://www.ctpost.com/default/article/Nursing-A-life-not-just-a-job-4503255.php


 
 
 
 

Dear Pastor Anderson and the members of Salem Lutheran Church: 
 
Thank you for your $125.00 donation to Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield County. Please know that we deep-
ly value your support and that we will keep you informed of the good work made possible by your generosity. 
 
Our mission is to build community and improve lives by partnering with low-income families in need of a place to live 
and with community donors and volunteers to build simple, safe and affordable neighborhoods. We accomplish that 
mission by building homes with donated funds and volunteer labor, then selling the homes at cost with no-interest 
mortgages to qualified low-income families. In addition, families themselves contribute at least 500 hours of 'sweat 
equity' on Habitat builds and education programs. 
 
Moving into safe, healthy, and affordable housing has a positive effect on all aspects of a family's life and it impacts 
all of its future generations. Children of homeowners are healthier, do better in school and are more likely to gradu-
ate from high school and college. Their prospects for the future are much improved. The community benefits as well. 
Homeowner families invest in their neighborhood by maintaining their properties, reporting crime, and joining in com-
munity groups. As homeowners of affordable housing, rather than renters in the highest rental markets in the nation, 
they become tax payers and contributors to our shared community. 
 
Thank you again for your donation. 
 
Sincerely 
Brice Berzin     Keith Cook 
Co-President and COO   Co-President and Director of Construction 

Salem Lutheran Church 

 

Thank you for your generous contribution of $300.53 to Outreach, which was received April 10, 2013, in support of 

the Kids Care Meal Packaging Events. 

 

Outreach, Inc. is a non-profit corporation that was organized under the Iowa Non Profit Corporation Act, Chapter 

504A of the 2003 Code of Iowa, January 26, 2004 and filed under Internal Revenue Code 501(c) (3) August 20, 2004. 

 

The mission of Outreach is to provide safe water, food, medical care and education to children and families in need 

for current and future generations. 

 

The donations received will assist in this mission. No goods or services were provided in consideration for this contri-

bution, and it is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 

Thank you again for your support of Outreach and its mission. Together we are impacting the lives of children and 

families around the world. 

 

Sincerely, 

Katheryn M Hamilton 

Treasurer 

Our Saviors Way Lutheran Church in Ashburn, Virginia was one of many area church's that participated in a "Big 
Day of Serving" in Manassas, Virginia on May 4th.  Collectively over 700 youth and adults attended the event.  
Representing Salem was our own Joe Bales who worked together with his Grand-daughter Katie Schlesinger  at a 
major local housing cleanup effort.  The next local "Big Day of Serving" is in the Hartford area and scheduled for 
October.  Salem plans to participate.  More information will be available later this year.  If you'd like to volunteer, 
please let Joe Bales or Pastor Marjo know. 



There is an important theme in the statement: individuals cannot be healthy by themselves. Each of 
us bears some responsibility for our own health and at the same time health and health care de-
pend upon other people and upon conditions and actions in the wider society. The biblical vision 
and the beliefs that flow from it lead to perspectives and convictions within the statement that distin-
guish what our church believes from what many others in this extremely individualistic society be-
lieve about caring for health.    
 
 First, this vision challenges the belief that illness is equal to disease and health is equal to cure. 
Those equations miss the deeper dimensions of healing that depend upon restoration to God and 
miss the nature of life within a community of relationships. Moreover, the common equation of being 
well with perfect health is impossible to achieve. “‘Being well’ for Christians does not mean we are 
untouched by pain and suffering. Human beings are finite and vulnerable, and so we recognize lim-
its on what health and health care means.” Being well for Christians means we are able to partici-
pate in Christ’s love by giving ourselves for others and sharing their suffering in response to Christ 
who bore the suffering of all.    
 
 Second, the statement’s vision counters the belief that health care should be organized primarily 
according to the profit motive: “Although health care goods and services may be bought and sold, 
health care is above all an activity of caring that grows out of relationships of mutual responsibility, 

concern, and trust—and that cannot be reduced to a commodity.” Indeed it concludes, “…health care is the kind of 
good most appropriately given on the basis of need.    
 
 The statement holds that the ideal system of health care in society would provide a comprehensive and coherent 
set of services of good quality throughout life for all people. Realistically, it insists, “At a minimum, each person 
should have ready access to basic health care services that include preventive, acute, and chronic physical and 
mental health care at an affordable cost.”    
 
 As a challenge to those who think solely in terms of privatization, health as a shared endeavor also “makes public 
health services, which focus on the population as a whole, the foundation for any health-care system.”    
 
 Third, since the vision encompasses the physical, mental, and spiritual dimensions of people’s lives, our church be-
lieves healthy activity does not involve just doctors, nurses, and hospitals. It believes each person and each congre-
gation is, in one sense, in the health care business. The concern for well-being is part of our baptismal calling.    
 
 Each of us has responsibility “to be a good steward of his or her own health out of thankfulness for the gift of life 
and in order to serve God and the neighbor.” This involves practicing healthy habits and participating in preventive 
health care. It entails more, though. It entails attention to spiritual exercises because they contribute to our healing. 
It also entails action in our callings as citizens, because health is a shared endeavor and my health is connected to 
yours.   

The following is the second of three parts of an article by The Rev Dr Roger A Willer, Director of Theological Ethics for the ELCA. The article, 

"Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor" looks at the ELCA Social Statement on Health Care that Intern Chris Pavasaris led discussions 

about at two adult forums in April.  

“Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor” part 2 

The Biblical Vision 



STORIES OF FAITH IN ACTION 

A Vision for Peace 

For more Stories of Faith in 

Action, visit 

www.livinglutheran.com. 

Do you have a story to share? 

E-mail us at stories@elca.org. 

It began one evening in 2003 in a candle-lit room in Monrovia, the capital city of Libe-
ria. 
 
A young woman named Leymah Gbowee gathered  a group of 20 women and invited 
them to share their stories. They spoke of husbands  and sons murdered, sisters and 
daughters raped, and children dying from hunger—the brutal results of the country’s 
civil war that began in 1989. 

 
These women had mourned  in silence until Leymah urged them to take action in the name of peace. 
Soon the group of 20 grew to thousands. 
 
Known as “the women dressed in white,” the “Women of Liberia Mass Action for Peace” marched, prayed, 
picketed in silence and demanded  meetings with government  and rebel leaders. With Leymah at the 
helm, their non-violent movement  helped to successfully end Liberia’s 14-year civil war. 
 
Leymah admits that she never believed her efforts would take her where she is today, including winning 
the Nobel Peace Prize in October 2011. She was simply trying to secure a future for her six children. 
 
“The one way I see us changing this world is by speaking up,” Leymah says. “It’s time to say to the evils 
of this world, go back to the shadows, because the good is taking in the light.” 
 
The life-long member of the Lutheran Church in Liberia has been an inspiration to ELCA members since 
2004 and a frequent  speaker at ELCA events. 
 
Leymah was also a recipient  of the ELCA International Leadership De-
velopment scholarship that supported her studies in peace building at 
Eastern Mennonite University, Harrisonburg,  Virginia, in 2005. 
 
“Providing opportunities for education and training are key ways in 
which we accompany our global companions in their efforts to expand 
their leadership and institutional capacities,” says Tammy Jackson, di-
rector of the ELCA churchwide  program. 
 
Says Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson, “The ELCA has been blessed by 
[Leymah’s] prophetic  voice.” 
 
 
 

http://www.livinglutheran.com/


Rizia had a dream to attend graduate school and become a teacher. That dream was shat-
tered when her family fell on hard times and her father couldn’t afford to continue her educa-
tion. As a young girl she had to quit school – but that didn’t stop Rizia from pursuing her 
dream. 
  
Although she was no longer in school, she didn’t give up on teaching. Rizia started holding in-
formal classes with the younger children in her neighborhood. 
  
Her ambition and determination continued. She became actively involved in community devel-
opment projects. Because of her drive and involvement in these projects, she received a grant 
and was able to start taking classes again thanks to The Lutheran World Federation and your 

generosity to ELCA World Hunger. 
  
Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support projects through The Lutheran World Federation that help people like 
Rizia. 
  
It wasn’t long before Rizia’s dream came true. Today she is a teacher and continues to take classes to further her 
education.  
 
“Thank you for helping shape my future and give meaning to my life. I pray that 
you would continue to bring hope to many more lives like mine,” she says.  
 
Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger change lives. You help people like Rizia become 
educated, inspired and achieve their dreams.  
 
In India, we are working in disadvantaged communities to empower and develop 
female leaders. With your help, ELCA World Hunger is able to break down barri-
ers, uphold human rights and improve quality of life – lives like Rizias. 

A Dream That Never Died 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support innovative 
solutions that fight hunger and poverty in nearly 50 
countries around the world, including the United 
States. Will you help with your gift today? 
 
Make your check payable to “ELCA World Hunger.” 
Place your gift in your congregation’s offering plate. 
 
Or mail it to: 
ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL 60694-1764 
 
Give online with a credit card at www.ELCA.org/
hungerdonate. 

Gifts totaling more than $300,000 have been given for 

the ELCA Malaria Campaign to expand work in Ugan-

da -- and that's in addition to the $130,000 in match-

ing funds. Because of these gifts, the ELCA will partner 

with The Lutheran World Federation and the people 

in Uganda to offer education, treatment, mosquito 

nets and more. Because of these gifts - lives will be 

saved. To learn more go to www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In

-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-Malaria-

Campaign.aspx. 
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Syria: Letter to Obama urges diplomacy 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson and four synod bishops have written to President Obama and others in the 
international community urging them to resolve the Syrian civil war through diplomacy. “Acknowledging the conflict's 
complexity should not cause us to silence our voices or refrain from acts of compassion,” said Hanson. More than 
70,000 people have died in the two-year war. See www.ELCA.org/Syria-letter. 
 

Young adults prepare for year of global service  
Sixty-four new Young Adults in Global Mission volunteers will embark on a life-changing year of service in August. 
As they prepare to share their talents and learn from our neighbors in nine countries, please support them with your 
prayers and gifts. Donate online to support them all at www.ELCA.org/4missionaries or request a list of the volun-
teers, their countries of service and groups to support at missionarysponsorship@elca.org or 800-638-3522, ext. 
2657. 
 

Haiti: ELCA contributions were vital to relief work 
ELCA members donated more than $12.5 million to the recovery effort, recently concluded, in Haiti following the Jan-
uary 2010 earthquake there. Through the immediate and long-term recovery work that rebuilt communities and re-
stored lives, members “can see the fruits of their generosity,” said the Rev. Raquel Rodriguez, director for the ELCA 
Latin American and Caribbean Continental desk. See www.ELCA.org/Haiti-recovery. 
 

Zambia: Malaria prevention reduces maternity deaths 
At the Kashima Rural Health Center in Zambia, the death rate among pregnant women has usually been high. But 
last year, thanks to a malaria prevention medication program aided by ELCA contributions, there were no deaths, 
said Abel Makungwe, project coordinator for the Lutheran malaria program in Zambia. See www.ELCA.org/malaria-
Kashima. 
 

Uganda: The lifesaving power of goats 
Sentongo Abdul and his younger brother and sister struggled to survive after their parents died of AIDS. Their lives 
are better today because ELCA World Hunger helped provide them with several goats and the training to care for 
them. See www.LivingLutheran.com/Uganda-goats/. 
 

Peru: Ministry is a family affair 
“I may be the one in the family who went to seminary,” says the Rev. Dana Nelson, an ELCA missionary in Peru, 
“but most days I am convinced that it’s my partner, Tom, the architect, and (our children) Tana and Anthony who are 
the most gifted in accompanying the church and the most effective in nurturing love and building trust in the Lutheran 
community.” See www.ELCA.org/Peru-Nelson. 
 

Jerusalem: Support new missionaries! 
Danae and Steven Hudson have moved to Jerusalem where Danae uses her skills in photography, video, social me-
dia and print communications in service to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land. Make a gift 
to support all missionaries at www.ELCA.org/4missionaries or, to learn how to support the Hudsons, send an email 
to missionarysponsorship@elca.org or call 800-638-3522, ext. 2657. 
 

Historical photos of missionaries 
Lutheran missionaries have been walking and working with people in countries around the world since 1842. There 
have been many changes during the past 171 years. For photos from the days of the early missionaries who helped 
create today’s global church, see www.LivingLutheran.com/photos-missionaries/. 
 

Mexico: Immersion trip, Oct. 24-28 
Worship with the Lutheran faith communities in Mexico City on Reformation Sunday during four days of site visits 
and engaging lectures on the theme of “Lutheran Identity in a Latin American Context.” Experience the realities of 
poverty, globalization, ecumenism and spirituality in Latin America, with an emphasis on the role of Lutheran and 
Protestant churches in Mexico. See www.ELCA.org/Mexico. 
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